Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, New York 13145

Newspaper article for November 2001


The months of September and October were busy ones. The office was set up; an index system was initiated; items that were accessioned were found, checked and put away. I plan a different history display each month in the Town Hall; September featured Schools, the October display honored our firemen and the November one will feature maps. I will have one or more pictures in need of identification each month, so stop by and see if you can identify anyone. A genealogy workshop was held on October 13th and was well attended. Rochelle Rossman presented a program on Scrapbooking and I did a workshop for beginning genealogists. I attended several historian workshops and set up a web page to inform researchers of hours and events. (http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek) Many queries were researched and answered. All in all, a busy couple of months. 


Once in a while, a highly articulate ancestor leaves a written record of his/her life, an autobiography, a series of revealing letters or perhaps, a diary. If this is the case in your family or someone you know, PLEASE consider sharing the information with a local historian or historical society. These materials could be copied and returned to you for your family archives. ALL older records, family bibles and pictures are important, PLEASE, don’t let them become lost or destroyed. Call me or stop by the office, arrangements can be made and many others could benefit from your gift. 

Milford Tifft did just that. He and his wife came by my office and dropped off a picture of the Hagan Road Schoolhouse district #12 and a picture of some students of district #12 (1934-35). The students were all named. Other pictures were of his parents, himself as a young man and a picture of the house they owned. A short genealogy and journals of the Maple Nook Farm completed the collection.


This column would not be complete without a thank you to my volunteers: Sally Turo, Mildred Reid, Phyllis LeBeau, Betty Atkinson and Frances Bellinger. Every new historian should be as lucky as I to have such a great support group.


At the semi-annual meeting of the Association of Public Historians of New York State, the group voted to document the affects of September 11, 2001 on each of their communities. If you have a personal story to tell that could become a part of the documentation, please contact me.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, New York 13145

Newspaper column for December 2001


The map display in the Town Hall for November proved informative and allowed the historians office to showcase maps available for research. 


At the time of the first settlers in 1803, Sandy Creek was a part of the town of Mexico, in the county of Oneida. It was also a part of survey-township of  “Rhadamant” (No. 10), in the Boylston Tract and was the property of heirs of William Constable, among whom H. B. Pierrepont was the principal. Sandy Creek was all Richland from the time the town was set off from Williamstown, in 1807. By the beginning of 1825 the population of the north part of Richland was deemed sufficient for a separate municipal organization and on March 24, 1825, the town of Sandy Creek was formed. The boundaries remain the same today.


The years between 1825 and 1835 saw improvements. Framed houses took the place of log homes on the principal roads, marking the transition from a pioneer settlement to a farming one.  

The 1854 and 1867 maps are invaluable for researchers as they show owners of land. The Sanborn Maps of 1906 and 1911 show the locations of buildings that have burned or were taken down for Rt. 81. Many different maps and atlases were on display.

Like families, buildings and properties have unique histories that can be traced through historical records. A “genealogical search” can be done using deeds, tax records, and other records related to one property. Sanford Wheeler did such a search and in some cases, added obituaries and notes on family lines. The book is being copied and some pages retyped for future use. When finished the public is encouraged to view and update the records to reflect current conditions. 

The historical display in December will feature “Sandy Creek Families”. The archives contain many pictures, some identified and some unknown. The display will have both. Stop by, look, identify, and enjoy!

The web page http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek has been updated with links and will keep the community informed on current happenings.

At the semi-annual meeting of the Association of Public Historians of New York State, the group voted to document the affects of September 11, 2001 on each of their communities. If you have a personal story to tell that could become a part of the documentation, please contact me at 1992 Harwood Ave., Sandy Creek, NY 13145.

Happy Holidays ! 

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456/695-2820

Newspaper Column for January 2002


The new year brings new goals and much work for the year ahead including the  planning for the 2003 Early Settlers of Sandy Creek 200th celebration. 


This year the cemeteries of the town need attention. Some of the older ones need cleaning and an update of the records needs to be done. Sandy Creek has eight cemeteries; Barnard (North Street), Noyes, Pioneer, Rice Family, Scripture, Stevens District, Wesleyan and Woodlawn. There may be many small family plots. Information on these would be greatly appreciated. 


Chris Vallejo did his Eagle Scout Project on the Scripture Cemetery to honor those buried there. Chris did a great job. Flowers were planted and many of us are anxious for spring to see the results of his hard work. Chris created posters and a book with the progress of the work and the names of the people buried there. Thankfully all stones were found and accounted for. Seventy people are buried there. (There may be 5 unmarked graves that have not been recorded.) The earliest burial was that of Joel Morey, son of Moses and Philottee Morey who was drowned on April 24, 1819 at the age of 16 years, 4 months and 19 days.


The County Fair will be held the first week in July again this year. Half-Shire Historical Society is in charge of the building and President Shawn Doyle and I co-chair the building. The Oswego County Historians are very active and their efforts have helped us re-create Oswego County History. 


September 11th-At the semi-annual meeting of the Association of Public Historians of New York State, the group voted to document the affects of September 11, 2001 on each of their communities. If you have a personal story to tell that could become part of the documentation, please contact my office at 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek, NY 13145.


The October Genealogy Workshops will be held and are currently being discussed and planned. Some people who attended the Sandy Creek workshop were looking for help and advice on beginning their research while others were at a point where they need ideas to further their research. This may be the focal point of the 2002 workshop.


The history displays will continue at the town hall and Friday office hours will begin in April. Researchers wishing to make an appointment to research can contact me at 387-5456.


"Early Settlers of Sandy Creek 1803-2003" The 200th Anniversary of the first settlers of Sandy Creek will be a year-long event. It sounds like we are beginning early but things like old fashioned gardens, old fashioned toys, Christmas Tree ornaments, quilting, dress and bonnet creations, basket weaving and preserves take time and planning. We need items that would have been around in 1803 and encourage everyone to participate in some way.  Meals will be planned around old fashioned church suppers, strawberry socials, etc. For more information call Margaret Kastler or Charlene Cole at 387-5456.


A book called "Pioneer Settlers of Sandy Creek" is being researched and written. Other books on Sandy Creek are in the planning stage and with your family genealogies and photographs, your family history could be preserved and shared with future generations.


The web page http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek 


Wishing you Peace!


Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456/695-2820

2nd Column for January 2002


In the last column I mentioned the "Early Settlers of Sandy Creek 1803-2003" celebration being planned. Future columns will continue to update and continue asking for your support while asking you to participate by planting a tree or an 'old fashioned' garden. 



Spring will come to Sandy Creek and if you are planning a garden consider planting herbs or flowers that would have been around in the early 1800s. Gardens from their colonial beginnings were blessings as well as necessities. Their family recipes for cooking meat, fish and pies led them to grow the spices needed. Linens were scented and blankets kept from moths by pungent leaves and flowers harvested from the garden. First and foremost, American gardens had plants for reducing fevers, numbing pain, aiding in childbirth, soothing sore throats, expelling worms, making physics and tonics, and laying out the dead. Because syrups could cloak pure spirits and sweeten bitter doses, fragrant flowers like pinks and violets were included in the first raised beds in what were primary gardens for health. The old standbys of the early housewife's gardens were incorporated into the borders of vegetable gardens.


The cultivation of special plants for flavoring, coloring, scenting, and dosing is as old as time. M'Mahon's "List of Aromatic, Pot and Sweet Herbs"  printed these herbs in his Catalogue in The American Gardener's Calendar, 1806 and could be incorporated into your spring garden. Anise, Basil, Caraway, Coriander, Chamomile, Dill, Fennel, Lavender, Marigold, Marjoram, Mint, Rosemary, Sage, Tarragon and Thyme. 


M'Mahon's "Plants Cultivated for Medicinal Purposes" : Ague-weed (ague-a fever with periods of chill and sweating) with pale blue violet or white flower clusters. Flax has blue flowers and seeds that yield linseed oil. Feverfew is an aromatic plant with buttonlike, white-rayed flower clusters. Foxglove has a long cluster of large tublar, pinkish-purple flowers and leaves that are the source of the drug digitalis. Horehound is a plant yielding a bitter extract used as flavoring  and a cough remedy. Liquorice (licorice) is a plant with blue flowers and a sweet, distinctively flavored root. The root was used as a flavoring for  candy, liquors, tobacco and medicines. Pimpernel has red, white or purple flowers that close in bad weather. The Poppy with large red, white or orange flowers with a milky white juice. Garden Rue has evergreen leaves that yield a volatile oil once used medicinally. Beebalm(Oswego Tea) the leaves of the plant have been used traditionally to make a strongly mint flavor tea that is said to be good for fever, stomach problems and restful sleep. Rhubarb has long green or reddish acid leaf stalks that are edible when cooked  and sweetened. Scurvy grass has bitter foliage that was formerly thought to cure scurvy which is a disease resulting  from a deficiency of vitamin C and marked by spongy and bleeding gums, bleeding under the skin and extreme weakness. Snake-root is a plant whose roots were reputed to cure snakebite. Worm-seed yields an oil used to expel or destroy intestinal worms. Yarrow has finely dissected foliage and flat, usually white flower clusters.


Perennials of the 19th Century include Yarrow- Sneezewort; Pheasant's-Eye; Rock or Golden Alyssum; St. Bernard's Lily; Snapdragon; Daisy; Beebalm (Oswego Tea); Turtlehead; Lily of the Valley; Larkspur; Sweet William; Bleeding Heart; American cowslip-Lilac; Sunflower; Iris; Flax; Bluebells; Forget-me-not; Petunia; Buttercup; Meadow Rue; Myrtle; and Periwinkle to name a few. These would be easy to incorporate in any garden with little or no maintenance.


Ribbons will be given to the best 'old fashioned gardens'. To enter send your name and address to the Sandy Creek Town Hall  c/o Historian Charlene Cole at 1992 Harwood Avenue, Sandy Creek, NY 13145 

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456/695-2820

HISTORIAN’S CORNER


1st column for February 2002

What was life like for the pioneers of Sandy Creek? Folklore has it that a squirrel could travel from one end of Oswego County to the other and never touch the ground. The early settlers of Sandy Creek arrived with their families and household goods loaded upon ox-sleds along the scarcely opened State Road through Redfield and Boylston. The forests were deep, dark and uninhabited. William Skinner and Stephen Lindsay were the first, settling about 1803. Other hearty souls followed and in 1825, the Town of Sandy Creek was formed with its present boundaries.


At the threshold of the 19th century, pioneers lived in a world of small scale and scarcity. People, goods and information moved slowly. Their lives continued to be constrained by the weather and the seasons. Men occupied the realm of major physical force. Most edge tools-plows, axes, saws, scythes-and other heavy implements and vehicles were marked off as their territory. Cooking pots, crockery, washtubs and baskets, butter churns, spinning wheels, needles and thread were counted as distinctively female.  Men and boys usually handled the raw materials of farm production and undertook the first steps in processing them-after which they handed them over to women and girls to finish.


The best selling publications in the early 19th century were Almanacs. Farmers read these small publications much less for their predictions of weather, stories or solemn advice than for the traditional lore of astrology. For men and women who worked daily with plants and animals, the natural cycles of growth and procreation were still powerful mysteries, governed at least in part by the phases of the moon and the great celestial wheel of the zodiac. Rural folk believed that many things must be done, or left undone, during the reign of the constellation and that the moon had a powerful influence on vegetation and animal life. Some crops had to be planted at the dark of the moon and still others while it was waxing toward full. The annual hog slaughtering in December had to avoid a waning moon otherwise the pork would shrink and wither away in the barrel. Choosing the time to wean a baby or calf, or to begin making butter, sometimes awaited the arrival of a more auspicious sign in the heavens.


The February historical display at the Town Hall features many valentines from the past. Some examples have great verses such as these........“For My Valentine...Look in the mirror and you will see, the only one in the world for me!” or “...of course you may be bashful, but think how much ‘twould please me, if you would be my Valentine, and try no more to tease me!” 


Also, the February historical display has a picture of the 1945 Boy Scout Jamboree. These boys need to be identified. Please stop by to identify as many as you can.


The 2003 Early Settlers Celebration continues to be planned. A meeting will be scheduled in mid April 2002 (exact date to be announced) for all interested people and organizations. Please consider becoming a part of the committee.


Sandy Creek Historian


Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456/695-2820

HISTORIAN’S CORNER

2nd column for February 2002

The monthly history display continues to be as informative for the visitors as it is for me. We have 10 people named from the Boy Scout Jamboree 1945 photo. There are 91 men/boys left to be named so please stop by. The Military photo album is on display and has photos left to be identified. I have assembled many photos and postcards that are unidentified and I could use your help there also. Some photos are of families, older homes, town buildings, roads and other neighboring towns. In a green folder are ‘local photos’ dated between 1900 and 1920. Still other photos show the 1929-1930 snowstorm in this area. 


The historians office through the efforts of Margaret Kastler, Yvonne Kopy, Margaret Wing and myself have submitted a grant to the New York State Archives Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund. The June 2000 Documentary Heritage Program representative, Joseph Swinyer, wrote the advisory report that was, in part, used in preparing the grant application for updating facilities and for getting the records in place processed. The Documentary Heritage Program asks that repositories receiving an advisory report give a brief presentation at a regional roundtable. I will attend and give that report on April 27th. Any news of the grant will be passed on in this column.



The “Old Fashioned Garden-2003” applications are at the Town Hall for anyone wishing to participate. The firemen have received their “Mustache Growing” applications. Invitations to organizations to join the “Celebration Planning Committee” will be mailed by the first of April. The meeting will be held on April 20th from 10 a.m. to noon. Any organization or persons wishing to participate are encouraged to attend.  PLEASE come to the meeting, it takes a town to make a celebration! We encourage all to bring comments and ideas. 

Saturday, April 13, the Sandy Creek Historians office will host the Half-Shire Historical Society general meeting. The meeting is open to all local residents and refreshments will be served. April 27th I will be at the DHP Roundtable Meeting to make the grant report.


“Early Sandy Creek History” by Dave and Marie Parsons has been reprinted and is for sale at the Town Hall. The book contains a reprint of the 1877 Town History, 1867 Town and Village Maps and some photographs from the time period. Several maps 1854, 1867 and Washingtonville are also for sale. They are 8x10 and are on parchment paper. Larger 1854 and 1867 maps are also for sale. These maps are 11x17 and show landowners, school districts, post offices, etc. I encourage you to stop by the Town Hall and view the history display, look over the maps and the “Early Sandy Creek History” book. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456/695-2820

HISTORIAN’S CORNER

1st column March 2002


Ever wonder about Half-Shire Historical Society? The society was organized in 1972 and gained a permanent charter from the NYS Department of Education in 1978 maintaining its headquarters in the former Richland school building since 1974. While building renovations have kept use of the headquarters to a minimum, members have concentrated their efforts and resources to a return to the basic goals of promoting the understanding of this area’s rich rural heritage. The towns of Albion, Amboy, Boylston, Orwell, Parish, Redfield, Richland, Sandy Creek and Williamstown are in the society’s membership area. The society’s pledge to re-establish the connections of cooperation and concern with other historical societies and municipal historians in this area will be the focus of the 2002 general meetings. The April 13th meeting will be held at Sandy Creek. Historian, Charlene Cole, the corresponding secretary for the society, will host the meeting at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. The meeting is open to all.


Did you know? The 1855 census showed these statistics for the Town of Sandy Creek: 1.) The total population was 2,273  2.)1,175 white males  3.)1,097 white females 4.)1 colored female  5.)1,311 single persons  6.)892 married persons  7.)19 widowers  8.)51 widows  9.) 561 voters  10.)44 aliens  11.)488 families  12.)337 were over 21 and could read or write. 

In 1885 Sandy Creek had 23,297 acres and the population of the town was 2,878! According to the “Geography of Oswego County” by E.G. Blankman in 1885, “Sandy Creek’s surface is described as rolling and inclines to the west. Its east border is 500 feet above the lake. Little Sandy Creek and many smaller streams effect the drainage. Little Sandy Pond, a portion of Lake Ontario, lies principally within the town. The soil consists of a gravely loam, and is generally productive.”

The 2000 census for Sandy Creek showed these statistics: The population was 3,863-the percentage breakdown was-whites 98.27; blacks 1.0; Latino .47 and .10 Asian. (2000 census information from the office of County Historian, Barbara Dix)

Thank you to Irene Fuller for the 1912 calendar plate from R. W. Shaul, druggist in Sandy Creek. This plate was from the home of Dorothy Lillis. 

The “2003 Early Settlers Celebration” meeting is set for Saturday, April 20 from 10 a.m. to noon. Everyone is welcome. Please come and share your ideas.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456/695-2820

HISTORIAN’S CORNER

2nd column for March 2002


The March historical display is on photography. Dating old photographs can be tricky. Clothing fashions changed just as rapidly 100 years ago as they do today. Changes in women’s clothing fashions are more noticeable than those for men. Hairstyles, for both sexes but especially for women changed often. In all the earlier photographs, all women parted their hair in the middle and not until the mid-1870s do other hairstyles become apparent. The rule was apparently so inflexible that this was one way to tell if the child wearing a dress is male or female. The boys’ hair was parted on one side.


The Daguerreotype-1839-ca. 1860-The image is on a silver-plated copper plate, was always found in a case and was highly reflective and difficult to see in certain light.


The Ambrotype-1851-ca. 1870-The image is on glass plate, was in the same case as a Daguerreotype and was easier to see in any light.


The Tintype-1855-ca. 1930-The image is on a black lacquered iron and most are found either loose or in a paper mat. (1855-1865 in cases and 1860-1930 out of cases)


The Carte-De Visite-1858-ca. 1885-The image is an Albumen print, frequently found in albums. The 1860s style had full-length portraits that filled the frame. It had square corners and was on lightweight card stock. The 1870s style rarely had a border, had rounded corners and was on heavier card stock. The portrait was bust-length and filled the frame.


The Cabinet Card-1866-ca. 1900-The image may be an Albumen, Collodion or Gelatin Print and is frequently found in albums with the photographer’s name and address on the card. This type was very popular.


The Folder Photos-1910-ca. 1945-The images may be Albumen, Collodion or Gelatin Prints, would be both professional and amateur photographs and came in a variety of sizes and formats.


The Photographic Postcards-1895-ca.1945-Images are Gelatin Prints and would be both professional and amateur.


The newspaper print block on display is shown with the finished photograph and is very interesting.


Dates to remember: I will be speaking at the Garden Club Meeting on March 20th, April 13th-Half-Shire Historical Society will meet at the Sandy Creek Town Hall from 12 noon-2 and April 20th the 2003 Early Settlers Committee Meeting at the Sandy Creek Town Hall from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456/695-2820

HISTORIAN’S CORNER


1st column for April 2002


Sandy Creek is planning the 200th Anniversary (1803-2003) of the first settlers arrival in Sandy Creek. Many events are being planned. We begin with gardens.


Gardens from their colonial beginnings were blessings as well as necessities. Their family recipes for cooking meat, fish and pies led them to grow the spices needed. Linens were scented and blankets  kept from moths by pungent leaves and flowers harvested from the garden. First and foremost, American gardens had plants for reducing fevers, numbing pain, aiding in child birth, soothing sore throats, expelling worms, making physics and tonics, and laying out the dead.  Because  syrups  could cloak pure spirits and sweeten bitter doses, fragrant flowers like pinks and violets were included in the first raised beds in what were primary gardens for health. The old standbys of the early housewife’s gardens were incorporated into the borders of vegetable gardens.  


Herb and perennial gardens are planned around town and planters in the five abandoned graveyards. We are looking for donations of Beebalm and other plants. In past columns I have mentioned some early perennials of the 19th century such as Rock or Golden Alyssum, Lily, Snapdragon, Daisy, Lily of the Valley, Sunflower, Iris, Flax, Bluebells, Periwinkle, to name a few.   Herbs mentioned in the American Gardener’s Calendar, 1806 Catalogue by M’Mahon were Anise, Basil, Caraway, Coriander, Chamomile, Dill, Fennel, Lavender, Marigold, Marjoram, Mint, Rosemary, Sage, Tarragon and Thyme. Plants cultivated for medicinal purposes include Ague-weed (fever with periods of chill and sweating), Flax, Feverfew, Foxglove, Horehound (cough remedy), Snakeroot (reputed cure for snakebite), Scurvy grass (thought to cure scurvy) and Liquorice (the root was used as a flavoring for candy, tobacco, liquors and medicines). Rural America was “full of people who practiced with herbs,” treating illness with preparations from their household gardens.


 In case you ever wondered why a large number of your ancestors disappeared during a certain period in history, this might help. Epidemics have always had a great influence on people and thus influencing, as well, the genealogists trying to trace them. Many cases of people disappearing from records can be traced to dying during an epidemic or moving away from the affected area. In 1803 New York experienced an epidemic of yellow fever. From 1831-1832 a national scale epidemic of Asiatic Cholera, which originated in the Indian sub-continent, made its way west by the rapid pace of ocean and overland transport in the United States and Western Europe. 


Cholera, a bacterial disease of the intestinal tract that caused intense diarrhea and dehydration, sometimes took its victims in a matter of hours. Cholera was not quite the wholesale killer that smallpox or yellow fever had been, but it was deadly and frightening.


Influenza, a viral disease marked by inflammation of the respiratory tract and included fever, muscular pain and irritation of the bowels, occurred worldwide in 1847-1848.


April 13, 2002-Half-Shire Historical Society Meeting at Sandy Creek Town Hall-noon-2p.m. Lunch will be served and the Sandy Creek Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution will join us.


April 20, 2002-Planning Committee Meeting for the Early Settlers of Sandy Creek 1803-2003 Celebration-Sandy Creek Town Hall-10 a.m. to noon-refreshments will be served.

If you can donate herbs or flowers from your garden to ours can donate flowers, help with planting or can make boxes for the cemetery flowers please call me at 695-2820/387-5456.

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456/695-2820

2nd Column for April 2002

April 13, 2002 the Half-Shire Historical Society Meeting will be held at Sandy Creek Town Hall from noon-2p.m. A lunch will be served. The Sandy Creek Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution will join us and talk about their upcoming book.

April 20, 2002-Planning Committee Meeting for the Early Settlers of Sandy Creek 1803-2003 Celebration at Sandy Creek Town Hall from 10 a.m. to noon with refreshments being served. 

2003 Heritage Gardens will be planted around town and we are in need of flowers, plants or herb cuttings from your gardens. Anyone interested in helping with this project, please call me at 695-2820/387-5456. The idea is to beautify Sandy Creek and show pride in our town. The Gardening Friends Club invited me to speak at their meeting on March 20. They will continue to plant flowers at the Oswego County Fair and they have decided to plant a garden at the Ainsworth Library. Anyone wishing to plant a Heritage Garden of their own or just add a few herbs to your own garden and need help deciding what to plant contact them at 387-3128 or 387-2929.


April 27th I will speak at Jefferson County Historical Society. The Documentary Heritage Program asks that repositories receiving an advisory report give a brief presentation at a regional roundtable. We received this advisory report in 2000 and used it when writing the grant earlier this year. 


The history display this month will be helpful to those of you doing your family history. A “Genealogy” display will show some of the records available, what they contain and how they can help in researching your family history. What records are available to be researched? How do I begin? It sounds simple to say, “begin your research with yourself and work backwards”, but that is exactly how one begins. What is a primary source and what is a secondary source? What is and why do an “Oral History”? Do I need to worry about copyrights? Can I expect a genealogy from the web or in a book to be completely accurate? Should I expect that all the Church of the Latter-day Saints or DAR records are completely accurate? Why do I need to add or know anything about the area my ancestors lived in? What can I expect to learn from a census? How do I research a deed and what can I expect to find? These and other questions will be answered in future columns.


I welcome your questions concerning the history of the Town or the 2003 Celebration. The best way to contact me for the next few months is at the office on Fridays or by mail at P.O. Box 52 Sandy Creek, NY 13145. Cemeteries are a big concern of mine and I will be busy cleaning them up and planting perennials. If you can help, even for an hour, I would appreciate the help. Maybe you can donate flowers or build a planter box or help with clearing away leaves or fallen limbs, any help is welcome. 

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456/695-2820

1st Column for May 2002


New at the Town Hall is the addition of many of the photos that have been stored and unseen for years. Sally Turo and Margaret Kastler and I washed, hung and in some cases, re-framed and matted photos. 


In January, I called Miss Tanya Yerdon, 7th grade teacher at the school, to ask if her pupils could create a logo for the 2003 Early Settlers Celebration. These students were learning local history and I was looking for what landmark they thought would best illustrate the Town of Sandy Creek to a tourist. The children sent wonderful, creative drawings and will choose one to be a stamp cancellation for the celebration. Afterwards, they will hang in the Town Hall until fair week when they will adorn the Sandy Creek booth at the County Fair. I was thrilled and delighted to get all of them. Thank you 7th graders and Mrs. Tanya Yerdon-Trudell.


The April 13th meeting of the Half-Shire Historical Society was held at Sandy Creek Town Hall hosted by myself. The Daughters of the American Revolution from Sandy Creek held their meeting before lunch was served. After lunch, President Doyle presided over the Half-Shire meeting where minutes were read, committee reports were given and all present were given a little history on the society. The meeting was adjourned and I gave a brief talk on the Early Settlers Celebration for 2003.


The Town of Sandy Creek Settlement Bicentennial Committee meeting was held on April 20 at the Town Hall. Items discussed were the beatification of the Town at our homes, businesses and cemeteries; community participation from the local churches, Grange, VFW, Fire Departments, local clubs such as the Garden Club, Out Look Club and Daughters of the American Revolution. The group heard from the President of Half-Shire Historical Society, Shawn Doyle, on the Redfield Bicentennial. Shawn shared ideas we could incorporate into our yearlong event. Barb Smith from the Garden Club gave a brief talk on 19th century flowers that could be planted and grown successfully in our area. Pat Beck had great ideas from the Out Look Club and Yvonne Kopy presented her ideas for a “Ladies Day” event. I shared the drawings from Tanya Yerdon-Trudell’s  7th grade class. Donna Coe from the post-office explained how the drawing selected from the students would become the postal cancellation for the 2003 celebration. George Widrig was present to discuss his book on the Noyes family. Shirley Rice, Sandra Elder, Claude E. Poor, Phyllis LeBeau, Mary Hicks, Leon Vaughn, Rachel McConnel, Sally Turo and Vic Widrig were also present. Rachel and her mother, Pat and I will clean up the Noyes Cemetery. We need people to rake, bag leaves, cut brush, etc. Call me at 695-2820/387-5456.


April 27th I was invited to speak at the Northern New York Library Network Oswego, Lewis and Jefferson Counties Documentary Heritage Roundtable at South Jefferson Historical Society about the NYS Archives Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant that was written for the town. I invited Yvonne Kopy and Margaret Kastler to attend as we all had a hand in writing the grant.


One part of the 2003 Celebration is awareness of our own family history. Together we can work on the history of the Town and Village and add our own family genealogy to the history of the Early Settlers of 1803. Anyone wanting help or guidance to begin or work on their families’ history should contact me.


Genealogy 101: Oral History Every researcher should begin documenting their family history by interviewing parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles and friends of the family. When I began my research years ago I interviewed family members and closest friends with a list of questions much like the following. Full name? When and where were you born, married? Where did you live? Why did you choose to live where you did? What did you do for a living? Did you or your parents come to the United States from another country and when and why? What are their earliest childhood memories? What are your religious and church affiliations? School memories? What do you think of the ‘modern world’? (morality, education, transportation, etc.) What memories would you like to share with future generations? Did any war affect you personally? Were there any cataclysmic weather events in your lifetime? Comments on Presidents or political figures in your lifetime? What were your happiest/saddest moments in your life? Give this or a similar list to them ahead of time. This will give them time to think and find materials of interest like letters and photographs to share.

This “Oral History” will yield interesting stories and add insight into the lives of your loved ones. I began my research after my grandparents died, too late to ask them important questions about their lives. My “Oral History” began with relatives. I knew my grandmother had a child that died at a year old. The interviews I did with immediate relatives matched the stories I had heard. My last interview was with a close friend of my grandmothers and the story changed dramatically. Hers was the only correct account of his death and could be proven with the death certificate.

Many family charts are available for researchers to use. These enable you and others to follow your ancestry backwards. Pick a pedigree chart that has spaces for these facts: date born; when and where; married; when and where; death date; when and where. These facts are the skeleton upon which we attempt to form the whole life’s picture of an ancestor. Remember to document EVERY source.

I welcome your questions concerning the history of the Town or the 2003 Celebration. The best way to contact me for the next few months is at the office on Fridays, by mail at P.O. Box 52 Sandy Creek, NY 13145 or call 695-2820. 

Happy researching! Charlene

Town of Sandy Creek Settlement Bicentennial Committee

Proposed Mission Statement


Whereas the lands within the township of Sandy Creek were first settled in 1803 we feel it is an appropriate time during the year 2003 to take time to reflect on the past 200 years and celebrate the township’s experiences and history.


Throughout the year we aspire to highlight the natural beauty, the civic, fraternal and religious organizations, and the people past and present within the boundaries of the town.

Need more information? 

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Charlene Cole

387-5456 ext.7

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456/695-2820

HISTORIAN’S CORNER

2nd column for May 2002


On Earth Day, April 27, a few hearty souls and myself met at Noyes Cemetery and worked on raking, mowing and planting. It was a beautiful day and half of the cemetery was completed. Thank you to Phyllis LeBeau, Rachel and Pat McConnell, Donna and Gary Coe and Margaret Kastler. Weather permitting, I will begin probing for buried stones as we have a listing of who is buried there and some stones are missing. Among the burials is that of Thomas Baker, a Revolutionary War Soldier, Robert DeLapp, 94th NY Infantry Civil War Soldier and Devereaux A. Samson, Co. E NY Heavy Artillery Civil War Soldier. Other surnames include Stewart, Russell, Rogers, Roberts, Porter, Plumley, Noyes, McLean, McGuire, Look, Lester, Johnson, Howlett, Hibbard, Gray, Button, Barlow, and Allen. This cemetery is located on the Ridge Road, County Route 48. The Noyes family located on the Ridge Road and was one of the pioneer families to settle in Sandy Creek.

Town of Sandy Creek 1803-2002 Early Settlers Bicentennial Committee Mission Statement: 

Whereas the lands within the township of Sandy Creek were first settled in 1803 we feel it is an appropriate time during the year 2003 to take time to reflect on the past 200 years and celebrate the township’s experiences and history.


Throughout the year we aspire to highlight the natural beauty, the civic, fraternal and religious organizations, and the people past and present within the boundaries of the town.


Thank you to Donna Coe from the Sandy Creek Post Office. Starting this month the shadow boxes will contain a historical display of old photographs in need of identification, and other history oriented items. A copy of this column will be added to the display. The Town Hall will continue to have monthly displays and photographs have been hung and a project has been initiated to place all photos on CD. 


Genealogy 101: Pedigree/Family Charts are necessary to keep family research organized. Organization is the key to success. Computer programs such as Family Tree Maker and the PDA (personal digital assistant or hand held computer) are wonderful but I like charts. There are charts for every aspect of your search. Some of these charts include generation and fan charts, family heritage charts and family group sheets that include children and their spouses. Deed search and last will and testament forms are available for researching and abstracting deeds. Census forms for all census years making reading the title of columns easier to read and many, many more. 


Document every source and know the difference between primary evidence and secondary evidence. Primary Evidence is sometimes called “best evidence.” It is the best evidence available to prove the fact in question, usually in an original document or record. The so-called “best evidence rule” says that the highest possible degree of proof must be produced. Secondary Evidence is harder to define. It is all that evidence which is inferior in its origin to primary evidence, i.e., not the best evidence. That does not mean the evidence is always in error, but there is a greater chance of error. A copy of an original record provides secondary evidence, as does oral testimony of the record’s contents. Published genealogies and family histories provide secondary evidence. In some cases secondary evidence might be of even greater worth than primary evidence if the creator has carefully collected information from many sources (actually working with the primary evidence) into one place, such as a good family history.


Classifying Evidence as either primary or secondary does not tell us anything about its accuracy or its ultimate value. This is especially true of secondary evidence. Ask yourself the following questions: How far from the original is it (when is it a copy)? What was the reason for the creation of the source containing this evidence? Who was responsible for creating this secondary evidence and what interest did he have in its accuracy? 

Is a death certificate primary or secondary evidence? It is confusing to classify it as primary evidence, as is usually done, because this one document contains both types of evidence. It has the primary evidence of the individual’s death, but secondary evidence of birth and parentage. The information could be either primary or secondary evidence, depending on the decedents age and the relationship between him and the informant.

The written word is only as accurate as the person who wrote it; so use the Internet, Church of Latter-day Saints records, genealogies and histories with care. 

A correction: I mistakenly called Shirley Rice, Sally Rice, in the last column. My apologies to Shirley.

My office phone is working and I can be reached at 387-5456 ext.7. Leave a message and I will return your call as quickly as possible.

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 ext.7

HISTORIAN’S CORNER



The month of June I will be in my office on Wednesdays from 9-5.  


The 7th grade winner of the Early Sandy Creek 1803-2003 contest is Erin Clark. Thank you to all the students who participated. The drawings will be hung at the post office throughout the summer months. The 1803-2003 stamp cancellation will feature Erin’s drawing. All the drawings not hung at the post office will be at the “Town Hall History Display” until the Oswego County Fair (July 1-6) when they will hang in the Sandy Creek booth at the Heritage Hall. 

Leon Vaughn is reproducing town photos on CD. These photos include the Killam, Wilder, Woodard, Lawler, Goodnough, Herriman family photos as well as many photos and postcards pertaining to Sandy Creek history. Mr. Vaughn is making two CD’s of all the pictures, one for use in making copies for genealogists or to produce books and the other to be stored in the fireproof safe. Thank you, Leon.


The cemetery project goes on with many thanks to those of you who have donated flowers from your gardens to be planted in the five abandoned cemeteries in Sandy Creek. Volunteers are needed to continue the cemetery clean up and planting. Can you donate plants for this project? Can you volunteer a couple of hours to clean up an old cemetery? Call me at 387-5456 ext.7 and leave a message. We usually work at the cemeteries on Saturdays.


The Genealogy 101 part of this column will continue in the next column.


May 27th is Memorial Day and as we honor all veterans, I’d like to mention some of our own veterans who fought to keep us free.


Revolutionary War Veterans known to have lived in Sandy Creek were: John Baldwin, Thomas Baker, Peter Bargy, James Campbell, William Dunlap, Jonathan Herriman, Isaac Harmon, Ebenezer Howe II, Nathaniel Jacobs, Ephraim Kimble, Stephen Lindsay, Isaac Meacham, Robert Muzzy, Jonathan Thrasher, and Nicholas Winters.


War of 1812 soldiers were: Charles Alton, Andrew Baker, John Baldwin, Daniel Bealls, Fred Canough, Asa Carpenter, Erastus Chappell, Peter Coon, B. Or L. Covey, William Cunningham, John and Smith Dunlap, Harmonius Ehle, Sam Goodrich Jr., Nicholas Gurley, Samuel Hadley, Isaac Harvey, Philip Helmer, Eben, Elias and Newell Howe, Oliver Hunter, Phineas Lilley, Isaac Mosier, Moses Morey, James T. Murphy, Pliny Nash, Nathan Noyes, Seth Porter Remington, Reuben Salisbury, Jonathan Snyder, Joseph Tucker, John Tuttle, James Upton, Benjamin and Isaac Weser and Christopher Wodell.


During the Civil War, the Town of Sandy Creek, which in the census of 1860 reported a population of only 2,431, furnished over 220 men for the Union Army. Few indeed were the homes that were not anxiously awaiting news of a son, brother, husband or other relative at the front with his regiment during the years of 1861-1865. There was great rejoicing when news of the long conflict reached Sandy Creek. It is said that on April 9, 1865, the date of Lee’s surrender, the old town bell whose tolling had all too often brought tidings of the death of a loved one was rung for six hours, the welcome story that it proclaimed bringing joy and thanksgiving to all. The names of these brave men are too numerous to list here but deserve our undying gratitude and special remembrance on this day.


The Spanish-American War-1898-Clayton Allard, Harry Chapman, Carl E. and Clayton D. Crandall, Harrison Dewey, Charles H. Porter, Art Salisbury and Seymour Smith. 


The Boxer Rebellion-1903-1905-Isaac Bentley, Howard DeLong and Myron Ridgeway.


World War I and II-These brave men of Sandy Creek are too numerous to mention. However, three of our men died in WWI: Erie Dana, Chadwick Gerow and Rex Hadley. These men died in WWII: John H. Alexander, Glen H. Crast, Elmer I. Guy, Walter J. And Warren E. Ridgeway, Donald C. Zahler and Rex Zufelt.


In the Korean War we lost Austin Caufield and Ralph A. Howard.


These men are listed in our history files. If you know of anyone I have left out, please contact me.


Web address: 

 HYPERLINK http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek 

http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek

Office phone: 387-5456 ext. 7


Fax: 387-2702

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 ext.7

HISTORIAN’S COLUMN


June is a busy month. I will be in the Town Hall every Wednesday, except June 12th when I will attend the DAR Roundtable in Sackets Harbor. That week I also have a Historian’s Seminar at Alex Bay on June 13th.  

The cemetery project goes on. If you have driven past Scripture Cemetery on Frazier Road you have seen the spring flowers and can appreciate the hard work of Chris Vallejo and his friends. 

Perennials have been planted at Noyes and Stevens Cemetery. Stevens Cemetery is located on the Orwell Road (County Route 22). Burials in Stevens Cemetery are Ackler, Ames, Babcock, Bartlett, Blodgett, Burch, Cole, Covey, Doneburg, Goff, Hedger, Hurd, Kipp, Lester, Mareness, Panghorn, Porter, Parish, Salisbury, Priest, Rice, Rich, Rawson,, Shetrau, Stacy, Stevens, Tracy, Vanderhoof, Wart, Weston, White, Wood and Williams. 

Barnard (North Road) Cemetery is located on North Road just out of Pulaski, toward Sandy Creek, is in need of a lot of work. The cemetery census was done in 1952 by Mrs. Claude Taplin, Miss Nannette Hamer, Mrs. Philip Coble, Miss Nancy Taplin and was compiled by Mrs. Anna Herriman. The records show 25 burials at Barnard Cemetery. Only a few stones are visible. The family names are Alexander, Champney, Chapin, Clark, Empie, Greenwood, Herriman, Meacham, Meigs, Muzzy, Samson and Walworth. The earliest burial is L. Meigs who died September 14, 1809. 

Work on Pioneer Cemetery begins in June. Pioneer Cemetery is located in the northwestern part of Sandy Creek, the Goodnough District. Family names are Sprague, Lindsey, Potter, Woolaver. Eunice Lindsey, daughter of Stephen and Sally McNitt Lindsey died in the summer of 1803 at the age of 12 or 13 and is said to be the first death in the Town of Sandy Creek. 

Volunteers are always welcome and definitely needed.

The Outlook Club members made a donation to the cemetery project and I am grateful for their support. A little history of the Outlook Club: In November of 1938 Mrs. Jeanette Hollis (Warner) invited a group of young ladies to her home to organize a third women’s study group in our villages. With her valuable suggestions and inspiration the Outlook Club was launched. Bylaws were formulated and Mrs. John T. Crichton became the first president. The purpose of the club was to “study literature, travel, home culture and subjects of current interests”.

Genealogy 101: City Directories/Writing for Records/Census  

City directories are the forerunners of our modern telephone directories, yet they contain a wealth of information. You will need to know the city and state where a family lived and the approximate time frame. Most historical societies and research centers have retained these books. Be sure to make copies of any information found. Copies will allow you to study these entries at a later date. These directories can fill in gaps between census recordings. Census is every ten years, while the directories are every year.

When writing for records, such as copies of certificates ( birth, death, marriage, etc.) or genealogical research, be a brief as you can. Busy public officials/historians/genealogists do not have time to read long letters; your specific requests and desires may be overlooked in the body of a long letter or it may be confusing. Your request should state your relationship, all you know about the event or person, appropriate dates and be specific on what you are looking for.

Census records are a valuable source of information. All census records are organized by state and you will need to know the state where your ancestor lived at the time of the census. Start with the last census before your ancestor died and work backwards. Do not disregard variant spellings of your ancestral surname. Some censuses are indexed by the soundex method by which all surnames, which sound alike, are converted to the same soundex code. This will lead you to the microfilm index and then to the actual census. Also, check Agricultural, Industry and Mortality Schedules as well as the 1890 Census of surviving Union Veterans and Widows, Census of Pensioners for Revolutionary War or Military Service. I will discuss these at a later date.

1790 Census: The greatest benefit to the user of the 1790 census schedules is the fact that they are published and completely indexed. Suppose that you know that your ancestor lived somewhere in New York and was the proper age range to be the head of a family at the time of this census. By checking the index to the New York census you might discover his county of residence. Even if your ancestor’s name proved to be common and you find eight or ten people with the same name in various counties, the census is still useful because it at least limits the search to these few counties. Otherwise all the counties of New York might need to be considered. This is the information that can be obtained from the 1790 census: the name of the head of families; the number of free white males 16 years and upwards including heads of families; free white males under 16 years; free white females including heads of families; all other free persons; slaves and civil division of place of residence. The first census did just what it was designed to do-it counted the population, but within limited age categories by sex.

I will discuss the census further in the next column. 

The web page address is 

 HYPERLINK http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek 

http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek

Office phone: 387-5456 ext.7

Fax: 387-2702

 Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 ext.7
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The Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Roundtable took place at Alexandria Bay and I was glad I could attend. Many women attended from District 5 Chapters in New York State. The object of the society is “To cherish, maintain and extend the institutions of American Freedom, to foster true patriotism and love of country and to aid in securing for mankind all the blessings of liberty.” Representatives from the Sandy Creek Rhadamant Chapter and the Pulaski Ontario Chapter will be at the fair on July 4th. We can help you with the worksheets, researching and will answer your questions about the DAR. I will have worksheets for applicants at the fair.


The Association of Public Historian’s of New York State Seminar was located at the Sackets Harbor Brewing Co. in Sackets Harbor. APHNYS is the professional association representing NY historians. Its purpose is to provide a forum for training, networking, and recognizing exceptional historians. The speakers were interesting and the topics covered From Myth into History presented by Judy Wellman, Experiences Publishing Local History presented by Gerald Smith, Broome County Historian and In their own voices, In their own words:Putting Some Life Into History presented by Varrick Chittenden, Executive Director, TAUNY. We were given a little history on the brewery and went on a tour.


Saturday, June 15th I had the honor of presenting the Boy Scout Environmental Badges to Pack 829. Chris Vallejo was there and as you know, was the Boy Scout who did his Eagle Scout project on the Scripture Cemetery. The boys who were presented the Environmental Badges helped Chris with his project. Connie Adrian is the leader of Wolf Den 6 and Environmental Badges were presented to Isaac Fox and Robert Munger. The leader of Bear Den 1 is Michelle Gagon and three boys were presented Environmental Badges:Adam Archer, Joe Caiello and Todd Jordal. These boys also helped Chris and need to be mentioned here: Nicholas Caiello, Suede Roody, Kylan Trombley and Jessie Trombley.  A picnic lunch was enjoyed by all and I was honored to be apart of this special day.

The 145th Oswego County Fair is the week of July 1-6th. For Shawn Doyle and myself it has been a year of planning, months of preparing and a couple weeks of set-up, but we are ready. The Heritage Hall Building and a part of the Domestic Arts Building will be adorned with historical displays. Daily events are planned. The historians of the areas featured each day are available to researchers and interested people. Some towns have historical displays, some have created an interesting room display from the 19th century and some have interactive research areas. Sandy Creek will have an interactive research area and I will be there every day.  The booth will showcase the drawings from the Sandy Creek students in Mrs. Trudell’s class. (These drawings were from her 7th graders.) 

The schedule follows:

Monday, July 1 is Albion, Altmar, Amboy, Parish and Williamstown Day. 

Tuesday, July 2 is North Shore Day featuring West Monroe, Hastings and Constantia

Wednesday, July 3 is New Haven, Mexico, Palermo, and Scriba Day

Thursday, July 4 is “All American Day” and will feature DAR/SAR, Historical and Veteran representatives, military history

Friday, July 5 is Oswego River Valley Day and will feature Oswego City, Oswego Town, Fulton, Minetto, Volney, Granby, Hannibal, and Schroeppel. From 1-8pm  T. W. Conroy will be present for Antique Appraisals

Saturday, July 6 is Northeastern Oswego County Day and the featured areas will be Redfield, Boylston, Richland, Orwell, Osceola, Ellisburg, Pulaski, Sandy Creek and South Jefferson Historical Society

Plan to stop by and research your family history, or be present for the demonstrations on the loom and spinning of wool. Saturday will be Postal History Day and a special stamp cancellation will be available as will artifacts, documents and pictures related to the “Salmon River Odyssey” book published by the Pulaski Historical Society. A 19th century kitchen display by the Mexico Historical Society and a 19th century bedroom display by the Amboy Historical Society featuring rope beds from the Half-Shire Historical Collection and a Grange exhibit from the Richardson- Bates House in Oswego will be displayed all week.

We have worked hard to make this years Heritage Hall events different and interesting for all ages. We look forward to seeing you.

Genealogy 101: Census  The 1800 census included 14 states, the 1810 included 16 states and territories, the 1820 included 22 states and territories and the 1830 included 28 states and territories, and by 1840 the census included 30 states and territories. 

The information to be obtained is limited and you must usually know the county of your ancestor’s residence in order to locate him. If you can trace a family through these early censuses you can learn quite a bit. You could trace movement in and out of an area, deaths, and younger members of a family coming of age and becoming heads of households. It is essential that you search all pertinent available census schedules and look for all persons in the area with the same surname. This information can be a guide to the existence of other useful records relating to your family such as deeds, wills, marriage records, etc. By 1840 questions such as the number of deaf, dumb, blind, insane or idiotic, number of persons employed in each of seven occupations, number of scholars of various types, number of white persons over 20 who could not read and write and Revolutionary or military service were added.

The web page address is http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandy creek 

Office phone: 387-5456 ext.7

Fax: 387-2702

See you at the fair....Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 ext.7
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This column was written on the second day of the Oswego County Fair and the building exhibits are a great success. Marie and Dave Parsons were in town and made a visit to the fair. It was good to see them.  I’ll fill you in on all the fair news in the next column.


Recently I received a query about Cleveland Bay Horses. These horses were once in Sandy Creek and this researcher is searching for a pamphlet about them. I have asked several historians and checked local historical societies without success. Please contact me if you can help with this query.

Genealogy 101: Census  The 1850 census is the first census to list the name, address, sex, color (white, black or mulatto), occupation of persons over 15 years, value of  real estate and whether person attended school or was married within the year and if deaf-mute, blind, insane, an idiot, a pauper or a convict for each person. 

The 1860 census contains the same information and added, place of birth and value of personal estate. A separate slave schedule for 1850 and 1860 contain names of slave owners, number of slaves owned, number of freed slaves, under the slave owner’s name a line for each slave shows: age, color, sex, whether deaf, mute, blind, idiotic or a fugitive from the state.

The 1870 census includes information on name; age at last birthday; sex; color (White, Black, Mulatto, Chinese, Indian); profession; occupation or trade; value of real estate and personal property; place of birth; whether father/mother is of foreign birth; month of birth if born within the year; whether attended school within the year; whether can read or write; whether can read, write, deaf, dumb, blind, insane or idiotic, whether male citizen of the US aged 21 and up and whose right to vote was denied or abridged on other grounds than rebellion or other crime.

Next column will contain information on Mortality Schedules.

I am available to help anyone who wishes to begin his or her family research. I can be reached at 387-5456 ext. 7 or by mail at P.O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek, NY 13145.

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 ext.7
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The 145th Oswego County Fair is over. The Heritage Building had many visitors. 

The “Privy” room display from West Monroe Historical Society was the hit of the building. Amboy Historical Society created a 19th century bedroom display and Mexico Historical Society had a 19th century kitchen display. Parish Historical Society showcased WW 1 and WW11 in their display. Sandy Creek showcased the illustrations from Mrs. Trudell’s class (which won a ribbon) and the poster created by Chris Vallejo depicting his work at Scripture Cemetery. Marie and David Parsons were at the Sandy Creek booth Monday and Tuesday to greet old friends. 

Other ribbon items for the Sandy Creek Historian’s office were for the oldest newspaper, the Civil War boots worn by M. Salisbury, oldest postmark and the Braille Bible dated 1854.

As historian, I am pleased when I can help a researcher find information. In October 2001, I gave a workshop on Genealogy that included information on what records were available to researchers and how and where to access these records. A couple that was interested in beginning their family research attended that class and came to the fair to show me their progress. They were excited and obviously hooked on genealogy.  

Schroeppel Historian, Peter Huntley, shared, from his personal collection, the stage curtain that hung in the research area and his cousin, Richard Huntley, shared photographs from the Brambury collection that contained some Sandy Creek, Pulaski and Orwell families.

New this year was the garden outside the building. Thank you to all who worked to make that successful especially, Margaret Kastler and Mary Coon. 

This was the first year historian’s and societies came from Jefferson County. Next year they will be better represented. 

Thank you to all the volunteers, the historians, and historical societies that made this fair successful. We have received some ideas and suggestions for next year. Is there anything you’d like to see at the Heritage Building?

Genealogy 101: Census: Mortality Schedules The 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880 and 1885 censuses included inquiries about persons who died in the twelve months immediately preceding the enumeration. Mortality Schedules list deaths from June 1 through May 31 of 1849-50, 1859-60, 1869-70, 1879-1880 and 1884-1885. Mortality Schedules ask for the deceased’s name, sex, age, color (white, black, mulatto), whether widowed, place of birth (state, territory, or country), month in which the death occurred, profession/occupation/trade, disease or cause of death, and number of days ill. In 1870, parents’ birthplace was added. In 1880, the place where the disease was contracted and how long the deceased person was a citizen or resident of the area were included (fractions mean months when less than one year).

Mortality Schedules are useful for tracing and documenting genetic symptoms and diseases and verifying and documenting African American, Chinese, and Native American ancestry. By using these schedules to document death dates and family members, it is possible to follow up with focused searches in obituaries, mortuary records, cemeteries, and probate records. They can also provide clues to migration points and supplement information in public schedules.

The 1850 Mortality Schedule for Sandy Creek lists: Sylvia Herrington, Hiram L. Tryon, Olive Bishop, Urial Beman, Simer Reynolds, Rhoda Hull, John A. McLane, Mary M. Wallace, Morgan L. Sharp, Charles Salisbury, Hortense Porter, Eliza Rich, Aletha Rich, Abraham Harding, Sarah Potter, Mary Goodrich, Orin B. Goodrich, Eliza J. Tifft, Ann F. Martin, Gertrude Clark, Abigail Kipp, Delano Elle, Martha Upton, Samuel Adams, David Wallace, Emily Weston, William Kilborn, Ann Kilborn, Jane Allard, Oscar Elle, Sally Ingersoll, Ira Ingersoll, Amanda Allen, Sylvia Purrington, Hiram L. Ryan and Olive Bishop.

I will continue to be in my office on Wednesday (My volunteers prefer that day). I will be available by appointment on other days and can be reached by phone at 387-5456 ext.7, by fax at 387-2702, or by mail at P.O.Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek, NY 13145.


Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 ext.7
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We received notification from the Commissioner of Education that the Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant we applied for in February has been approved!!! In my monthly report to the Village and Town boards I included this exciting news. Many towns and organizations applied for this grant and we were lucky. We will have a fire-safe room for the Town’s 175 years of history and will have the ability to store, preserve, process and secure our records while allowing for better access of all the Town’s inactive and archival records.

Grants take many hours to complete and it was required I attend a workshop to understand the qualification and filling out of the forms. Then the research, phone calls and meetings to prepare the grant and finally several meetings with the Regional Advisory Officer R. Kent Stuetz for the final steps and assistance needed to get the grant ready for typing and mailing before the February 1 deadline.

The final step in the process was to present it to the Sandy Creek Town board for approval and acceptance at the July meeting. The board voted 4-1 to accept the grant and the LGRMIF Grant Acceptance Form has been signed and was mailed on July 11. However, the real work has just begun and we expect to complete the project by spring of 2003. Just in time for the Early Settlers Bicentennial Celebration!

Thank you to Margaret Kastler (Town Supervisor), Margaret Wing (Town Clerk), and Yvonne Kopy (Grant Writer) for their help and support during this process. I could not have done it without them. 

We welcome a new volunteer to the fold, Jean VanAuken. Thank you, Jean.

In a past column I mentioned a query about Cleveland Bay Horses. Phyllis LaBeau searched the Internet and found this information: (Cleveland Bay History and Background by Jane Scott) The Cleveland Bay originated in Britain, in the Cleveland area of Northern Yorkshire, and is the oldest of the indigenous breed of English horses. This breed is thought to have evolved from crossing native bay colored mares with Oriental stallions during the 17th century. The first Cleveland Bay stallions were imported to America in the early 1800’s. The breed standards are: height-16-17 hands, weight-1225-1500 pounds, girth- 82-86’, bone-9” and color-Bay-black points, mane and tail, a small white star is permissible. The characteristics are of durability, longevity and they are ideal for carriage work to name a few. The site gives an address in Connecticut for more information and I will let you know what I find. Thank you, Phyllis.

Genealogy 101: Agriculture Schedules, 1840-1910  These schedules are little known and rarely used by genealogists. These censuses can be used to fill gaps when land and tax records are missing or incomplete; to distinguish between people with the same names; to document land holdings of ancestors with suitable follow-up in deeds, mortgages, tax rolls, and probate inventories; to verify and document black share-croppers and white overseers who may not appear in other records; to identify free black men and their property holdings; and to trace their movements and economic growth. The schedules for 1890 were destroyed by fire and those for 1900 and 1910 were destroyed by congressional order. (The Oswego County Record Center, County Historian, Barbara Dix, has some original census records containing this information).

I will be in my office (at Town Hall on Harwood Drive) for the next month or so on Wednesday and Fridays. I have prep work to get done before the grant project can begin. The history display includes research material, scrapbooks, old photos and much more. I am available during business hours on Wednesday or Friday or by appointment to help in your family research. Whether novice or experienced, stop by, I’d love to meet you.

Phone:387-5456 ext.7

Fax:387-2702

Mail:P. O. Box 52, 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek, NY 13145

Web page address: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek

Have a great summer,

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52     1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145
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Since notification of our grant acceptance, we have been busy cleaning out the basement of the Town Hall in preparation for construction to begin work on the new room. The accession work continues and items belonging in the history collection are being processed and stored. Photographs from the collection are put on CD’s and the ones that were on posters will be copied and put back into the collection. These and other posters are being updated for 2003. 


The volunteers are working on a photograph collection we recently found. Many, many photographs are not identified. They are being sorted and put into protective sleeves and then into notebooks. When they are finished I will display them in hopes that local residents can identify them. Jack and Bonnie Parker came by to identify photos and reminisce and Mildred Reid dropped off a book to be put in the history archives. Mr. Kent Stuetz came by to congratulate us on the LGRMIF grant and offered his help in modifying our plans to fit in with the new grant amount (we received $34,677 which is less than we asked for). Don Buck came by from out of state to research his McGrath family and members of the Blount family came by to research their family. Several people from out of town came by to look at the history display and ask questions. With the fair and everything else going on, July just sped by. 

August begins my second year as historian for the Town and Village and I am pleased with the progress I have made on the history collection. I have met many wonderful people and continue to receive support from my volunteers, residents, town employees and the Town and Village boards. There is still so much to accomplish and I look forward to another year.

Genealogy 101:Veterans Schedules, 1840-1890  Revolutionary War pensioners were recorded on the reverse (verso) of each page of the 1840 population schedules. Many elderly veterans or their widows were living in households of married daughters or grandchildren who had different surnames or who lived in places. By government order, the names of these pensioners were also published in a volume called A Census of Pensioners for Revolutionary or Military Services. 

The National Archives has the surviving schedules of a special 1890 census of Union veterans and widows of veterans. They are on microfilm M123 (118 rolls). These schedules contain New York State. Each entry shows the name of a Union veteran of the Civil War; name of his widow, if appropriate; veteran’s rank; company; regiment, or vessel; dates of enlistment and discharge and length of service in years, months, and days; post office address; nature of any disability; and remarks. In some areas, Confederate veterans were mistakenly listed as well. 

Veteran’s Schedules can be used to identify military service and to identify the specific military unit in which a person served. A search of the state where an individual lived in 1890 may yield enough identifying information to follow up in service and pension records at the National Archives; it can often trace Civil War veterans to their places of origin. The 1890 veteran’s schedules have been indexed for every state for which schedules are extant (except Pennsylvania).
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The last two weeks have brought great changes in the basement-cleaning project. It is amazing even to those of us who had gotten used to seeing the mess. In the past the basement became the dumping grounds for empty boxes, broken vacuums and computers, and even the contents for the Town History Collection. The history collection has been rescued and processed items are catalogued and stored. My office even looks like an office. Progress is made weekly.


Several items have been added to the collection thanks to Irene Wilder Fuller, Andy Porter, Shirley Rice and Margaret Kastler. Irene donated a wedding invitation and school souvenir. Andy donated a duplicator machine, which included a stand, paper, fluid and instruction book. Shirley donated a silver “Liberty Plate 1776-1976.” Margaret donated an Atlas dated 1892 and a New York State map dated 1901-1902. The map is in great condition.


While cataloging these donations I came across four maps in fairly good condition that had not been accessioned. We have two Sandy Creek maps, one is dated 1852 and the other is 1862. Another map is dated 1855 and is of Jefferson County and the last map was used in schools years ago. The school map is dated 1889. Shirlet Tifft Morgans, who I have known for years and knew I was appointed historian, came to the fair to see if we had the school map, the 1847 quilt and the information she donated on the Tifft family. I was glad to say we had all three. This map will be on display at the VanAuken School in 2003 when we invite school children to visit, thanks to Jean VanAuken. What an exciting year 2003 is going to be!

All these maps need to be preserved and it will be expensive. A grant or fund-raiser will be needed to get the job done. I will keep you posted. Currently, I am preparing a grant to receive money from Arts and Culture. I attended a workshop July 22 to learn the availability of money and the guidelines necessary to apply for this grant. The 2003 Early Settlers project is within the parameter of this grant.

September the history display will include a tribute to the lives lost on September 11, 2001. Stop by. The genealogy display, including cemetery records, census records and history books will remain. The histories of houses in the area are available to research and update. Many photos still need identification. Jack and Bonnie Parker continue to work on identifying pictures. Stop by! 

October is Archival Month and a genealogy workshop is planned.

Genealogy 101: Census Substitutes  

An interesting 1776 census was compiled from oaths of allegiance ordered by the colonial government of Maryland. Several of the lists are arranged in family units, with ages given for each person. In 1778, a second census tallied those who opposed the American Revolution. Included in the second list are Quakers, Mennonites, and others who refused to take oaths, as well as some remaining Tories. Tax lists often make acceptable substitutes for missing census.


School Census Traditionally, school censuses have been taken to insure that local facilities and teachers are adequate and to plan for future appropriations. These school schedules count the children of school age. Some lists are in family units with parents’ names included. Some list children with ages only.


Constable’s or Sheriff’s Census.....Also called the police census had little to do with law enforcement. The local constable, often under the eye of the sheriff, was often used to assemble data required for administrative decisions. April 16, 1814, a sheriff’s census was taken to the Committee of Safety and Relief to account for settlers on the Niagara Frontier (western NY) who were victimized during the War of 1812. Money was raised in Albany by voluntary donation to provide aid for these settlers. Pennsylvania’s tax assessors took a census every seven years from 1763 to 1807, listing taxable inhabitants by townships. Occasionally, the list covered males age sixteen to forty-five only, thus making a militia census. 
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1st column for September

The Museum....Donations to our future Museum are coming in. The Museum will be on the other side of the “new fire-safe room” in the basement. We have many historical items to share and display. I am working hard to create an area for Town History and historical items. Sandy Creek has the biggest and best historical collection of any town or village in the county and I am committed to preserve it for future generations. In the next few years school children will come to a “History Day” to view and learn about our past. The LGRMIF grant is giving the town the ability to create a room for the 175 years of active and inactive records and the museum is the next logical step. 

Sally Turo has donated kitchen items for the museum display. Betty Atkinson had items on the “Holden House” to share and interesting material on Captain Fayette Noble. Future columns will discuss Captain Noble and the Holden House! Marion Dillabough brought in interesting information about the Sandy Pond area. 


The “History” display for September will include a tribute to the lives lost on September 11, 2001. The genealogy display, including cemetery records, census records and history books will remain. “Family Research” is an important part of the 2003 Bicentennial. Many photos still need identification and it is fun to reminisce and share stories at the same time. Stop by! Your memories, ideas and suggestions are always welcome. I am in the Town Hall Wednesdays and Fridays for sure and most weeks on Tuesdays to get work done in the basement before construction begins. I enjoy talking to people and will welcome the break.

Residents have been coming in to the Town Hall to research the history on their houses or property. The histories of houses in the Villages are available to research and update. The new 911 numbers need to be added. 

While the Village of Lacona and Village of Sandy Creek “House” books are helpful there is a need for a book about the houses in the Town of Sandy Creek and Sandy Pond area. With the help of residents a history book on houses from those areas is planned. Check your abstracts/deeds, if you have an old photo of the house to share, and want to be a part of this book, call me or stop by the Town Hall. 

The Arts and Culture (DEC) Grant draft is ready to be mailed. I thought this was a good time to give readers and residents a little information on this DEC Grant. Our grant application pertains to the 2003 Early Settlers to Sandy Creek Celebration. 

What is DEC? Decentralization grants are provided by public funds through the New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA) to bring artistic and cultural opportunities to Oswego County residents. DEC was founded in 1977 to put state money in the hands of county residents so they can determine on the local level how they can best be put to use.  Arts and Culture for Oswego County (ACOC) was designated the DEC site for Oswego County in 1977 and has administered the program since. DEC grants are intended to fund artistic and cultural activities including theater, dance, music, film, video, literary arts, visual arts, folk arts, and multidisciplinary activities designed to benefit the general public in Oswego County. An impartial review panel composed of artists, community leaders and arts professionals evaluates all applications based on stated funding criteria. Panel funding recommendations are presented to the ACOC Board of Directors for final review. Applicants will be notified of funding decisions by mail. Awards are issued following receipt of signed contract. A representative from the grantee organization MUST attend ACOC’s annual awards banquet. All applicants MUST attend one of the free public seminars for information on guidelines, eligibility and the application process. Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler and Historian, Charlene Cole attended the workshop in Mexico on July 22. A draft of the application must be submitted three weeks before the deadline for critique. The grant deadline date is September 13. I will keep you posted.

September 25, I have been asked to speak at the Pulaski Historical Society meeting at 7:30 at the Museum. The talk will center on the Historian’s job and the Bicentennial in 2003.

October 6-13 is Archival Week. Half-Shire Historical Society, Pulaski Historical Society and the Sandy Creek Historians Office have planned events for Saturday, October 12th. The day begins at Sandy Creek Town Hall with a workshop for children entitled, “Introduction to Family History.” The workshop is geared towards 7 to 11 year old children. Children should be accompanied by an adult and should have a list of his or her grandparents and a couple of great grandparents if known. They will work on a family tree and receive a booklet to take home.  The Pulaski Historical Society will host a speaker, give a museum tour to interested people and serve refreshments starting at 11:30pm. Handouts will be available including meeting dates, hours and research materials to be found at all three sites. 

The Genealogy 101 portion of this column will continue in the next column. 

Labor Day signals the end of summer and the beginning of my favorite time of the year. If you are cleaning out a closet or attic and come across postcards, scrapbooks, photographs or items for the museum to share, stop by. Things can be copied and the original given back to you.  Historical items can be accessioned and placed into the museum. Thank you!
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1st and 2nd September 2002


The Arts and Culture DEC grant has been completed and mailed. Margaret Kastler was very supportive and we worked on this grant together. My volunteers proofread and did a grammar check on the grant. Thanks to Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Phyllis LaBeau and Frances Bellinger for a job well done. We will know by October if we will receive the grant.


Thank you to Dr. Harlow Dunton for his contribution to our picture files with the postcard and two reproduction pictures of the M.E. Church of Sandy Creek. Frances Bellinger gave a 1950s map of Oswego County. Thank you.

Thank you to Jeanne McKown for taking the time to introduce me to Miss Mabel Carnrite. Mabel Carnrite added to the history file with her earliest schoolbooks. She was seven when she began school in 1910 and these books are in excellent condition. They have been accessioned along with two of her school projects. The booklets are entitled “When First We Go To School,” “Number Lessons” and “Physiology”. What a treasure for the children of our town. Mabel also donated “A Story of American Life” by Edward Noyes Westcott that was published in New York by D. Appleton and Company in 1899. The day after Mabel donated these things we looked for and found a picture of Mabel and her sister, Mildred at Mabel’s 1922 graduation. Mildred was 7 years old and was the “flower girl” for Mabel. Thank you Jeanne and Mabel. I plan to visit Mabel again soon to interview her on her life and times to complete this collection.

Jean Chamberlain Hastings came by to check on the photographs of the Howlett family. These pictures are hanging on the wall above the history display in the town hall. Many photographs from the archives have been cleaned up and re-framed and now hang in the town hall. Others need to be displayed and will be done as money and time allows. George Blount came by to share photographs of the Blount Lumber Company and Ellen Potter’s granddaughter stopped by. Mr. Nemier came by to research. Mr. Kent Stuetz came by to talk to Margaret Kastler, Margaret Wing and myself to clear up a few questions we had on the LGRMIF grant. Jean VanAuken and Jeanne McKown worked on identifying photographs. 

Thank you to Jim Allen for making the wooden keys I needed for the 2003 Early Settlers celebration. Pauline (Smith) Tanner came to the Town Hall bearing gifts for the history collection. Many photographs were given to the collection and some will be copied and the originals returned to Pauline. Thank you Pauline

In a donation to the history collection we have added information and a jacket from Ribstone Silo of New York. The plant was located in Lacona and created silos that were “the best in design, workmanship, durability and appearance.”

The September “history display” with the tribute to September 11, 2001 remains. I have copied the brochure that was handed out at the fairgrounds, “Unity in the Community-September 30, 2001.” Extra copies are at the Town Hall beside the September 11, 2001 display and are free to anyone who would like one. 

The October “history display” will feature photographs and documents from the Blount Lumber Company. In 1948 the Blount-Parker Employees organization built the Blount-Parker Employees Recreation building. Today the building is the Sandy Creek Town Hall and houses the offices of the Town, including the town and village historians’ office. December of 1948, the building was opened for their use with a four-lane bowling alley and snack bar in the basement, entry hall, conference, rest rooms and assembly hall on the street level and living quarters for a manager above the entrance area. The public grand opening was held January 21, 1949, with nearly 500 people attending. W. S. Metchik was the first manager. Mel and Marie Gammons followed, and then Mr.and Mrs. Fred Bettinger took over the management. The bowling alleys were closed down in 1971 due to the high cost of replacing the equipment which was becoming worn. In 1975 the building was sold to the Town of Sandy Creek. Thank you to Fred and Helen Potter who have loaned several photograph books on Blount Lumber that will be on display. It is planned to inform and entertain. Enjoy.

The October display will include bowling trophies from our archives and the few bowling bowling photographs we have. I need more bowling memorabilia. Have any to share? Could you loan some pictures or items for the October display? Call me or drop them off with a description and your name and phone number and I will get them back to you. I have a picture of a man’s bowling team that is unidentified and is in need of a date and names. It will be on display. 

I will be speaking at Pulaski Historical Society at 7:30pm on September 25. The topic I have been asked to speak on is “What is a Historian Supposed to do?” and I will talk a little about the 2003 Bicentennial.  Thank you to MaryLou Morrow and Ken and Virginia Smith who invited me. 

October 12th “Introduction to Family Research” for children at the Town Hall. Children are encouraged to bring the names of their grandparents and great-grandparents. I need to know the number coming so please call me at 387-5456 x7 to register. Parents are invited to attend. Children will draw a tree, add leaves to represent family members and take home a booklet. I will give a brief talk on family research. It begins at 10am and will end around 11am and children from 7-11 years old are invited to attend.

We are looking for old alumni yearbooks to add to the archives. 

Genealogy 101-Censuses:Church/Civil Censuses  In areas where a church was established and supported by the civil government, enumerating the population was often the responsibility of church officials. The most common examples come from New England. Other censuses were taken in Utah in 1852 and 1856. These tallies are valuable because many people did not survive the trek across the Great Plains and the Rockies; comparing the two censuses helps clarify mortality figures. (Many of these schedules are among the collections of the Church of the Latter-day Saints)


Settlers Census  Another example is the Holland Land Company Census of 1806. The Holland Land Company had great difficulty getting payments from settlers on their lands in central and western New York. Its census assessed the resources of these settlers and their ability to pay. The 1806 data is especially valuable, as many of these people moved on before the 1810 federal census. (The original papers are in the possession of Central New York Park and Recreation Commission; microfilm copies are in Cornell University, Dept. Of Manuscripts and Archives, Ithaca, NY 14853.)
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Ed Stewart came into the office a couple of weeks ago and saw the Sandy Pond poster board display. He asked if I would like a picture of the first life-guard, himself, at Sandy Island Beach ca. 1953. Of course, I said yes! He brought in the photo and I had it copied for the history collection. The original was returned to him. Pauline Smith Tanner came in with more photographs. Irene Wilder Fuller brought in information on the Johnson and Williams family fires. The Johnson fire took the lives of three people and seriously injured two others in 1953.   The Williams family fire occurred in 1954 and the lives of their four youngest children were lost. Irene was given copies of “Beginners’ Stories” and “Primary Bible Folders” by Mabel Carnrite and the extra ones have been given to the Town history collection. Thank you!


I attended a very interesting workshop last week at New Haven Town Hall. The workshop covered “Inactive Records Management.” The workshop discussed the importance of inactive records storage, the basic steps involved in setting up a facility, ownership and custody of inactive records, equipment, supplies and safety concerns, space planning, policies and procedures. Great information to have as we build and set up our own “Records” room.


A “2003 Town of Sandy Creek History Calendar” complete with pictures will go on sale for $5 at the Town Hall October 9th. This calendar is in conjunction with the Early Settlers Bicentennial. The first of a four part series of calendars will feature “Houses” of Sandy Creek.  Other calendars will feature the schools, churches, business districts, fire departments, people and construction of Route 81. Each month will contain a “bit” of history and is not meant to cover all the history of the town.

October 12th “Introduction to Family Research” for children at the Town Hall. Children are encouraged to bring the names of their grandparents and great-grandparents. I need to know the number coming so please call me at 387-5456 x7 to register. Parents are invited to attend. Children will draw a tree, add leaves to represent family members and take home a booklet. I will give a brief talk on family research. It begins at 10am and will end around 11am and children from 7-11 years old are invited to attend.

Archives Week is October 6-13th. You are invited to stop by and view the history display and research your family roots. 

Genealogy 101-Native American Census


In some years, the federal government and the Bureau of Indian Affairs took separate censuses of Native Americans. While missionary priests and colonial authorities tabulated some early Native American populations, specific examples of such tallies have not been located.


In 1860 and 1870 federal censuses noted only Native Americans living in non-Native American households. Native Americans who were not taxed (living on reservations) and members of nomad tribes in unsettled territories were not counted. It is safe to say that those enumerations of Native Americans made before 1880 are incomplete, and frequently, inaccurate.

1880 Native American Census-In 1880, a special enumeration was taken of Native Americans living near military reservations in the Dakota and Washington territories and the state of California. The “1880 Census of Indians, Not Taxed” is in four volumes in National Archives Record Group 29. Volumes 1 and 2 cover Fort Simcoe, Washington and Tulalip, Washington Territory. Volume 3 covers Fort Yates, Dakota Territory and volume 4 covers California. 

1885-1940 Native American Censuses-These Indian census rolls are on National Archives microfilm M-595 (692 rolls). Indian agents on each reservation took census enumerations regularly, though not annually, from 1885-1942.


Later Censuses-Confidential-Recent census schedules (less than 72 years old) are restricted to protect the privacy of the living. However, the Bureau of the Census under special circumstances can furnish the personal information from these schedules. The Bureau can furnish census information to the person to whom that information relates, and in some cases to the legal representative of that person upon presentation of a certified copy of the court order that appointed him/her. If the record sought relates to a deceased person the application must be accompanied by a certified copy of the death certificate or other evidence of death. It can be filed by any of the following: a blood relative in the immediate family; the surviving spouse; a direct bloodline descendant or a beneficiary with legal proof of such beneficiary relationship. The requester must be at least 18 years of age. 
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Thank you to Pulaski Historical Society for inviting me to speak at their September 25 meeting. The topic presented was “What does a Historian do?” I covered the NY State law concerning historians. I explained the New York State Historians job description that divides the work of the historian into four broad categories: research and writing, teaching and public presentation; historic preservation; and organization and advocacy. According to the job description, the primary responsibility of the historian is the interpretation of the past. Historians also assist in the promotion of tourism, especially heritage tourism; they organize and direct the commemoration of historic anniversaries and other civic and patriotic observances. This encompasses the “Sandy Creek 1803-2003 Bicentennial.” I discussed the grant received by the Town to create a fire-safe room for the 175 years of historical records held by the Town. Local government historians often work as advocates for historic preservation, not only preservation of the built environment but also of the manuscripts and records that document a community's past, and the objects and artifacts that constitute a community's material culture.

A “2003 Town of Sandy Creek History Calendar” complete with pictures will go on sale for $5 at the Town Hall October 9th. This calendar is in conjunction with the Early Settlers Bicentennial. The first of a four part series of calendars will feature “Houses” of Sandy Creek.  Other calendars will feature the schools, churches, business districts, fire departments, people and construction of Route 81. Each month will contain a “bit” of history and is not meant to cover all the history of the town. Did you know that 1816 was the year without a summer? Do you remember when the Lacona Milk Plant closed in 1963?

October 12th “Introduction to Family Research” for children at the Town Hall. Children are encouraged to bring the names of their grandparents and great-grandparents. I need to know the number coming so please call me at 387-5456 x7 to register. Parents are invited to attend. Children will draw a tree, add leaves to represent family members and take home a booklet. I will give a brief talk on family research. It begins at 10am and will end around 11am and children from 7-11 years old are invited to attend.

Archives Week is October 6-13th. The suggested theme for 2002 is “Telling Our Stories.” You are invited to stop by and view the history display and research your family roots. 

*Retention of Vital Records  Official birth and death records maintained by registrars of vital statistics, and official marriage records maintained by town and city clerks, beginning in the 1880s, are considered state records. These records, created pursuant to Article 41 of the Public Health Law and Article 3 of the Domestic Relations Law, come under the jurisdiction of the State Department of Health (DOH) with regard to their accessibility, disposition, and reproduction. Such records are not included on local government records retention and disposition schedules issued by the Archives, but instead are part of the DOH schedules approved by the Archives.

Local governments, however, may possess other birth, marriage and death records that are not subject to these restrictions. These include:

Records of births, marriages and deaths that were maintained by town clerks between 1847 and 1853 (as per state law)

Records of deaths that were maintained by city, county, and town clerks between 1864 and 1865 (as per state law)

Records of marriages that were maintained by county clerks between 1915 and 1926 (as per state law)

Records of births, marriages, and deaths contained in early town and city “record books” dating from the late 18th and early 19th centuries and recorded at the request of local citizens

Copies of records of modern-ear births and marriages which occurred out of the state, or other unofficial records recorded by municipal clerks at the request of local residents

*October 2002 New York State Archives

October 10, I will attend the Association of Public Historian’s of New York State (APHNYS) meeting at Rainbow Shores Hotel. This meeting will target the APHNYS Certification Program. Dr. Marilyn Van Dyke, APHNYS Training Director, will explain the program to attendees and provide each historian with an application. Recognizing the value of training for the job of historian and the need to develop a strong professional status among historians, APHNYS has been developing the Registration Program since its formation a few years ago. 

The documentation of  the 9/11 project and its aftermath in our communities will be discussed at this meeting, as well as, what information can be gleaned from non-government records such as cash books, farm records, business records, diaries and church records.
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Thank you to Pauline Tanner for bringing in the “signature quilt” created by the Ladies Aid Society of the First Baptist Church. What a wonderful addition to the history collection for the Town of Sandy Creek and future generations. I am looking into having it put in a frame for all to enjoy. Thank you ladies.

Other donations made to the history collection came from Irene (Wilder) Fuller and Ira and Donna Learned. Newton Warner donated a list of Sandy Creek Fire Department officers (1930-31). Joan Bauer gave us a copy of her deed and map of the property that is a part of Lot. No. 51 Tenth Township Constable’s Purchase and the site of East Primary School grounds. Thank you. 

Researching Deeds: In a land conveyance the seller is called the grantor and the buyer is called the grantee. Land, together with whatever is erected on it or affixed to it, is called real property. The deeds in Oswego County are located at the County Clerks Office in Oswego. To start, use the Grantor/Grantee Indexes and locate your deed. Write down this information: address of office where deed is filed, book and page numbers from the index, (On earlier deeds you may want to write the book number at the top of any copy you make.) location of property, include town and county, date of deed, Grantor name and wife’s name if it appears, Grantee name, price, description and acreage (look for the word ALL), date deed was recorded and name of witnesses. Information that may appear in the deed or may be deduced: original purchaser of the property, early road/road names, neighbors names, age of buildings, original home of owners, name of wife and her parents, migration information and financing and foreclosure information. 

Land Surveyor’s Measures: 1 link=7.92”, 1 pole=25 links, 1 chain=100 links or 4 poles or 66 feet, 1 furlong=10 chains, 1 mile=80 chains. Standardized Linear Measure: 1 foot=12”, 1 yard=3 feet, 1 rod, pole or perch=16.5 or 5.5 yards, 1 furlong=40 rods or 33 yards and 1 league=3 miles.

The “2003 Town of Sandy Creek History Calendars” can be purchased for $5 at the Town Hall. These calendars were created in conjunction with the Early Settlers Bicentennial. The first calendar features the “Houses” of Sandy Creek and the second calendar features the  “Churches and Schools” of the Town. Each month contains a “bit” of history and while it is not meant to cover all the history of the town, it is entertaining and informative. The photographs are from the history collection and have been chosen to illustrate the rich history of the Town.

While setting up the bowling display last month we found many “playing card” trophies. We have no information on them and are hopeful a reader of this column can tell us about them. 
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Mabel Carnrite has donated a scrapbook containing memorabilia on her years as a teacher and several of her teaching degrees. The scrapbook covers her involvement in the New York State Teachers Association. The scrapbook begins with her election as President of the First Supervisory District and ends with the Sandy Creek High School Alumni Association 68th Annual Banquet held on June 25, 1960. An interesting article dated November 3, 1950 is included about expanding education facilities. It states, “the board proposed, and voters of the district overwhelmingly approved at a special election, an improvement program which included adding two wings to the Sandy Creek School and construction of a garage to house school buses....” Plans for this project are included.


Phyllis LeBeau donated several old books to the history collection. Phyllis is a volunteer who has worked with Betty Atkinson, Sally Turo, Frances Bellinger and me on the Town history collection since I became historian a year ago. Thank you to all.


The Association of Public Historians of New York State on October 10th was well attended by historians of the three county regions consisting of Oswego, Lewis and Jefferson. We met at Rainbow Shores. Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler, and I attended this important meeting to hear Marilyn VanDyke, Town of Queensbury Historian, discuss “Certification of New York State Historians.” The foundation for this certification project is the New York State Historians job description that divides the work of the historian into four broad categories: research and writing, teaching and public presentation; historic preservation; and organization and advocacy. A job description I adhere to. 

Terry Lasher Winslow presented a program on “New York State and the 9/11 Project.” The Town of Sandy Creek, through the historians’ office, will take part in the 9/11 project that will tour the New York State next year.  Suzanne Etherington discussed “Non Government Records.” 

The “Bicentennial Committee” will meet on Saturday October 26, at 10am at the Town Hall. The meeting is open to all interested people. We are looking for ideas, support and news on community events scheduled for 2003 to add to the calendar of events.

Genealogy 101: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps


From the mid-19th century on, insurance companies produced maps containing a wealth of information from which the house historian can assemble an accurate depiction of the house at that date. These maps have been produced periodically since 1867. They  include street names and addresses, dimensions, number of stories and construction material of homes and buildings and their placement on each lot. Since fire insurance was a requirement in urban areas before it was required in rural areas the Sanborn maps are available for densely populated locations.


These maps can be found in tax or assessor’s office and can be found in the Town of Sandy Creek history collection. 


Sanborn maps from 1906 to the present are still under copyright. Copies can be obtained from the Sanborn Map Company, 629 5th Avenue, Pelham, New York 10803, by sending them the street address or street boundaries of the target house; or if there was no address, the town or city and state.
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The Bicentennial Town of Sandy Creek 2003 History Calendars are on sale at the Town Hall for $5. Each month contains a “bit” of history and while it is not meant to cover all the history of the town, it is entertaining and informative. The photographs are from the history collection and have been chosen to illustrate the rich history of the Town. These make great gifts for the history “buff” in your life, a friend, neighbor or a past Sandy Creek resident.

The first pictorial/history calendar showcases the houses of the town. Hotel Martin (c.1906), the Robbins House from the History of Oswego County, The Carriage House Apartments (c.1975),  The Doctor Reed House (c.11910),  The John Knollin House on Caster Road,  The C. M. Salisbury House (1908), Salina Street Houses, C. D. Rounds Residence,  The Presley House (c.1910), The Little House, The Brick House (1872),  and the Crichton House. 

The second calendar in the series showcases the churches and schools of the town. Goodenough School-District 11, Scripture School-District 7, Primary School, Woodruff School-District 16, White School-District 13, Sandy Creek High School Buildings-c. 1915 with a “surprise flower girl.” The churches pictured in this calendar are United Methodist, the former Congregational Church, the Baptist Church, Emmanuel Episcopal Church, the First Baptist Church/Sandy Creek, Lacona, and the Revival Meeting in the Tabernacle on the site of the present Baptist Church (before 1917). 

The third in the series has just been completed and showcases old photos that include a Steam Locomotive at the Depot, T. C. G. Oil and Fuel Corp, Blount-Parker Employee Recreation Building, 1935 Route 11 construction, Lacona Fire Department members 1898, Sandy Creek Firemen 1937, California Block before 1912 fire ( a photo not seen before and donated to the history collection by Pauline Tanner), “The Buffalo” Town of Sandy Creek Steam Roller, Lacona Bank and Clock Tower, Ainsworth Library with Veteran Honor Roll, Sandy Creek women pictured rolling bandages for the WW1 effort and the Lacona Milk Station.

Genealogy 101: House History Tools

Road Lists act as maps even though they are not pictorial. These records are often found in town records. These records can help locate a house. Once trails had been made wide enough to permit wagons to pass and areas had been surveyed and settled, some form of local government assigned the duties and privileges of maintaining the roads to responsible individuals who lived along the right of way. A bridge may be mentioned or there may be other clues to pinpoint the location of a house. It usually is possible to identify the general location of the house and even the route of the “road list.” This information can help establish the likelihood that a house existed on a site, especially in the 18th century, when there were few, if any, maps, and surveys often were simple boundary descriptions only. The Town has “road lists” that are in a very fragile state and need to be researched and preserved. 

I have not been in my office for a week because of no heat. If I have missed you, I apologize. The furnace is being installed at this writing and I will continue to be in my office on Wednesdays and Fridays until the weather gets nasty.  
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The State Archives suggested theme for 2002 was “Telling Our Stories.” Following this suggestion I planned a series of workshops and geared them towards genealogy research. During archives week, Mary Gregory and Shirley St. Louis came to the office for help on organizing their research and the availability of records to further their family research. 


One part of the New York State Historians job description includes teaching and public presentation. During the month of October I planned an adult genealogy workshop and I created a hands-on workshop for children. 

The first workshop was for adults and I covered the usual research materials and added information on deed and will searches, fraudulent genealogies, the different types of censuses and the use of the soundex system, organizing research materials, primary and secondary sources, assessment and tax records, and much more. It is amazing how many records are available and yet unknown to researchers.

I did a total of three workshops for children and while I was disappointed with the number of children attending, I feel they were successful. Parents and grandparents were encouraged to attend and participate. The children were to bring the names of their grandparents and great-grandparents. Children drew a tree, added leaves to represent their family members and took home a booklet to share with other family members. We covered terms such as maiden names, oral history, paternal and maternal lines, great-grandparents, cousins, etc. One boy brought in lineage for his fathers’ adopted parents and because his father had just discovered his biological parents the week before, he brought that lineage also.  That developed into an interesting conversation and added adoption to the lesson. The age groups were from four to 12 years old. While I was afraid the four-year old was too young, with her mothers’ help she did quite well and she said, “I had fun. It wasn’t hard to do at all.” The children were eager to learn and anxious to show their  “family charts” to other family members. The booklet encouraged the sharing of  “oral history” and gave them a chance to share what they had learned with others.

Saturday, October 26 a meeting was held at the Town Hall to update the Bicentennial Committee and interested persons on the progress of the 2003 events. The sharing of ideas and reviewing of common goals for this yearlong event took precedence. 


Did you know? Sandy Creek was the first town in the county to develop natural gas fields and their development is largely due to the enterprise of George L. Hydorn and Orasmus S. Potter. In May 1888 the Sandy Creek Oil and Gas Company, Limited, was incorporated and drilling was commenced that year. Gas was struck on February 2, 1889 and was allowed to burn night and day for a time before it was confined. The first indication of gas was an oily scum noticed on the water that seeped out at the foot on the ridge on which Salisbury Street is located.
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The Town of Sandy Creek has purchased a glass unit to showcase some of the artifacts in the history collection. The first display features three quilts. Two quilts are dated 1847 and are reversible. The third quilt is the “signature quilt” created by the Ladies Aid Society of the First Baptist Church. If you have never seen these lovely quilts, you must stop by the town hall. 

The Bicentennial Town of Sandy Creek 2003 History Calendars are on sale at the Town Hall for $5. Each month contains a “bit” of history and while it is not meant to cover all the history of the town, it is entertaining and informative. The photographs are from the history collection and have been chosen to illustrate the rich history of the Town. These make great gifts for the history “buff” in your life, a friend, neighbor or a past Sandy Creek resident. One calendar features the houses of the Town of Sandy Creek, one features the schools and churches and the last features businesses, the men of Lacona and Sandy Creek fire departments, “the Buffalo”, a train at the old depot, 1935 construction of Rt. 11 bridge, etc.

Volunteers at the historians’ office: Phyllis LeBeau is working to complete copying the family files for the archives while Frances Bellinger is working on updating the obituary files. Sally Turo and  Betty Atkinson are working on the many photographs that were found loose in a box. They are being identified, if possible, sorted and put into protective sleeves and then into notebooks. They will be on display in hopes that local residents can identify them. Jack and Bonnie Parker come in from time to time to work on this project with Sally and Betty. On their last visit they shared Blount Lumber Company information which has been added to the collection. 

Rita Rombach, Boylston historian, stopped by with some information to share. We are looking forward to working together to better serve our towns and preserve local history. 

I would like to thank Kay Dealing, Ainsworth Library director, the library staff and the library board for their continued support.  

Did you know? Post Offices in the Town of Sandy Creek. 

Sandy Creek is one of the oldest, continuously active post offices in Oswego County. It was established July 10, 1817 at the “Creek Settlement” with storekeeper Smith Dunlop as the first postmaster. 

The second post office established in the town was named “Pine Ridge” and was located on the South Ridge Road in the mill or store of postmaster Calvin Seeley. The post office there was established September 13, 1837 and was discontinued on February 7, 1840. 

East Sandy Creek post office was established March 3, 1865, with Julius S. Robbins, a local merchant, as the first post master. September 12, 1870, the name of the office was changed to Lacona.

Calling all talented people!! We need homemade toys and christmas decorations for display and for use on the 2003 trees for next year. Call Margaret Kastler or myself at 387-5456 if you can help.

Last week I found a large photograph of the Sandy Creek High School Class of 1922. It needed a 24x36 inch frame and I found one. Stop by and see how great it looks unrolled and framed. The graduating class consisted of Viola White VanGesin, Minnie Casey Bennett, Annie Laurie Adsit Gardner, Tessie Cole, Harold Edick, Mabel Carnrite, Geneva Ripton Knuth, Bessie (Betty) Stevens Goodfellow, Edna Riley, Cora Cook Presley, John Wilcox, Martha Stone Wood, E. J. Bond, Opal Reynolds, Sherman Widrig and Grace Plaisted. 
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The Election Day exhibits at the Town Hall were a big success. Thank you to everyone who identified photos. The three quilts could be enjoyed by all in our new glass display case. I will continue to change the display case with items of interest. The other displays included Blount Lumber Company, the Sandy Creek/Lacona Fire Department, the Lacona Depot poster boards, the military display which covers the Revolutionary War through WW2 and some bowling trophies and pictures from Blount/Parker Recreation Center years.  

Several people came in on the following Wednesday to share historical papers and tell me how they appreciated the display. Jeanne McKown brought in the history of her house and the booklet on the house tour sponsored by the Methodist Church in ______. Norman Widrig brought in papers from A. F. Widrig who was a past Justice of the Peace of Sandy Creek. 

Elizabeth and Fred Millard stopped by to research. Rita Rombach, Boylston Historian, and Charles Sweeting, Minetto Historian, came by for a visit. 

The research material is kept upstairs in the Town Hall for researchers to easily access. Census, cemetery, histories of the town and county, and house histories are some of the materials available for research. 

On the same table are items for sale which include:

· maps of Sandy Creek (11x17) dated 1854, 1867 and 1889 

· maps of Washingtonville, 1854 and 1867 on parchment paper (8x10)

· “Early Sandy Creek History”  and “Civil War Soldier Diary” books, 

· “2003 History Calendar”  (The series of three include: Houses of Sandy Creek, Schools and Churches of Sandy Creek and Businesses, etc. of Sandy Creek) A fourth in the series is being researched and created)

Did you know? The Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library was a gift to the Town of Sandy Creek by the Hon. Danforth E. Ainsworth in loving memory of his wife. Both had grown up in this area and following their marriage in 1874 settled in this community where he began to practice law. After leaving Sandy Creek they lived in Albany for many years where he was a member of the State Assembly, the State Education Department, the State Attorney General’s office and later in private law practice. 

The Ainsworths were civic minded and generous and they planned a memorial, a library in their former home-town. Mrs. Ainsworth died suddenly April 14, 1927 and her husband then outlined his plan to the town of Sandy Creek. On October 25, 1928 the library opened and was formally dedicated.

In 2003 the Library will celebrate 75 years.

No news as yet on the Arts and Culture Grant for the 2003 Early Settlers Bicentennial. The grants have been “held-up” and we should know one way or the other by the end of December.

The Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant to create the  “fire safe” room for the towns 175 years of history collection is going well and progress is being made. The deadline for this grant is June 30, 2003 and we are on schedule. The new furnace is in and Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler, is evaluating the job bids.
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The Bicentennial Town of Sandy Creek 2003 History Calendars are on sale at the Town Hall for $5. Each month contains a “bit” of history and while it is not meant to cover all the history of the town, it is entertaining and informative. The photographs are from the history collection and have been chosen to illustrate the rich history of the Town. These make great gifts for the history “buff” in your life, a friend, neighbor or a past Sandy Creek resident. 

The covers contain the 1854 map of Sandy Creek showing “Washingtonville” and the names of early landowners. The first calendar features the houses of the Town of Sandy Creek, the second features the schools and churches and the third features businesses, the men of Lacona and Sandy Creek fire departments, “the Buffalo”, a train at the old depot, 1935 construction of Rt. 11 bridge, etc.

New Calendars! We’ve added to the calendar series with a “Sandy Pond” pictorial calendar and a “People” calendar. Betty Atkinson selected the Sandy Pond photos from the history archives and we consider her the “Sandy Pond Expert.” The people calendar includes Civil War soldiers, families, the 1902 football team (the nose guards and shoulder pads are of particular interest), the 1911-1912 Basketball team, the 1910 “Sandy Creek Empires” baseball team and two Sandy Creek High School graduating classes. The pictures are beautiful and the copy quality is top notch! 

The series of five will conclude the calendar project and all calendars in the series will continue to be on sale throughout 2003 at the Town Hall and at local events.

Many of the old pictures in the history archives contain a listing of names on the reverse side. Some names have been added to, crossed out or are unreadable. Others need to be identified. We encourage you to come by and help with this important project.

Norman and Elaine Widrig came by to share more information on the WW1 photo featuring women rolling bandages for the war effort featured in the “Business, etc.” calendar. Norman identified Cora Smart and mentioned that the house on Salina Street in Lacona that is pictured in the “House” calendar was once where she lived. The other women need to be identified, if you can help, stop by.

Tuesday, December 3, I will attend a “How to write an LGRMIF Grant proposal” workshop. This grant will cover the year 2003-2004. The workshop is a necessary step in applying for and receiving the grant necessary to complete the “fire safe room” project we began in 2002. (The grant we received for the “fire safe room” covers 2002-2003 and the work and final reports need to be completed by June 30, 2003.) The 2003-2004 application will be completed and mailed by February 1, 2003. If you have any questions about the grant process or are interested in the progress of the “fire safe” room project, call or stop by to talk to Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler or me at the Town Hall.

I was pleased to have been invited to witness Chris Vallejo receive his “Eagle Scout Award” on November 24 at the Sandy Creek Masonic Lodge. Chris was the Boy Scout who did his Eagle Scout project on the Scripture Cemetery. He took charge of the entire project, lined up workers, got donations of flowers and worked several long weekends to complete the transformation. Congratulations Chris!

Calling all talented people!! We need homemade toys and christmas decorations for display and for use on the 2003 trees for next year. Also, the wooden keys for the 1803-2003 celebration need to be lettered. Any ideas or help is appreciated. Call Margaret Kastler or myself at 387-5456 if you can help.

Did you know? George R. Blount with his brother, Andy, founded the Blount Lumber Company in 1894. The brothers had sawmills on the Tug Hill using sleighs and wagons to bring the rough lumber to Lacona for grading and rail shipment to customers.

The first shop was erected in 1897. Several men cut chair rockers and other parts for shipment to users of dimension parts. The business was incorporated in 1908. Later Roscoe Sargent helped with the acquisition of 30,000 acres of timberland on the Tug Hill.  This same year the wood burning boiler room and dry kilns were built which led to the hardwood flooring operation. 

Following WW1 the second generation came into the picture with Howard and Floyd Blount and Wally Parker joining the firm. These men brought the baby bathinette into the scene in 1932. This product was a factor for survival during the depression years as its popularity grew rapidly.

Wholesale millwork sales began in 1937. Many new buildings were erected to accommodate the various products sold. Following WW2, Tom and George Blount (grandsons of George R.) and Bob Parker joined the firm. Millwork sales increased rapidly. In 1974 the new, modern 170,000 square foot Warehouse was built. Rail cars could be unloaded inside this warehouse. 

 When hardwood lumber and flooring declined the company began manufacturing aluminum windows and doors, wood flush floors, kitchen cabinets, Blount-made formica tops and other allied items. 
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Town of Sandy Creek Historian, Charlene Cole has created a series of five calendars to kick off the 200th Anniversary (1803-2003) of the first settlers arrival in the Town of Sandy Creek. Many events are being planned throughout the year.  

The cover features the 1854 Town of Sandy Creek map showing “Washingtonville” and the names of early land owners. Each month contains a “bit” of history and while it is not meant to cover all the history of the town, it is entertaining and informative. The photographs are from the history collection and have been chosen to illustrate the rich history of the Town. These make great gifts for the history “buff” in your life, a friend, neighbor or a past Sandy Creek resident. 

The themes for the calendars are the houses of the Town, the schools and churches, the businesses, the Sandy Pond area and the last is local people and past sports teams. 

The price is $5 for each calendar and $7 by mail. Contact Charlene Cole at P. O. Box 52, 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek, NY 13145. By phone at 315-387-5456, fax 387-2702. 

This 2003 history calendar was presented to Barbara Dix at the fall Historians’ Conference at Rainbow Shores.

Pictured from left to right is Oswego County Historian, Barbara Dix, Town and Village of Sandy Creek and Village of Lacona Historian, Charlene Cole and Town of Sandy Creek Supervisor, Margaret Kastler.
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 Margaret Kastler and I attended the Eagle Scout Award Ceremony for Chris Vallejo on Sunday, November 24. We were asked to say a few words and gave Chris a Certificate of Appreciation from the Town of Sandy Creek for his work on Scripture Cemetery. Refreshments were served after the ceremony. It was a special treat to see a pictorial history of his scouting years and achievements. Chris became a Boy Scout June 1, 1999, Tenderfoot Scout September 14, 1999, Second and First Class Scout January 18, 2000, Star Scout May 30, 2000, Life Scout January 30, 2001 and Eagle Scout June 24, 2002 and has earned many, many merit badges. Congratulations to Chris and his proud parents, Ken and Charlotte Vallejo. (The program and posters pertaining to this Scripture Cemetery Eagle Scout project have been added to the history archives.)


The Parish Writers’ Group presented a program on the “Home Front” (WW2) at a recent Pulaski Historical Society meeting. I had the pleasure of attending and was delighted I did. An enchanting night of memories and interviews written by the group about themselves and others who lived the war on the “Home Front.” 

1803-2003 Historical/Pictorial Calendars

The cover features the 1854 Town of Sandy Creek map showing “Washingtonville” and the names of early landowners. Each month contains a “bit” of history and while it is not meant to cover all the history of the town, it is entertaining and informative. The photographs are from the history collection and have been chosen to illustrate the rich history of the Town. These make great gifts for the history “buff” in your life, a friend, neighbor or a past Sandy Creek resident. 

The themes for the calendars are the houses of the Town, the schools and churches, the businesses, the Sandy Pond area and the last is local people and past sports teams. The cost is $5 and $7 by mail.

The December “history display” will feature twenty cameras from the history archives. Shawn Doyle, Half-Shire Historical Society President, has loaned the Town a glass case to display them throughout the holidays. Anyone who has cameras to donate may do so or if you’d like to loan a camera for the display, that can be arranged too! Loan forms are available and items can be loaned for any length of time. 

The two 1847 Tyler Quilts and the Scripture Quilt will remain on display in our glass case. 

Thank you to Margaret Kastler, Sally Turo and Shirley Rice for the many picture frames they have donated. This winter many of the photos in the archives can be matted and framed. 

CCC Camp of Mannsville


Sandy Creek Sportsman Association is doing an article on the building and bell purchased from the CCC, east of Mannsville. Marion Dillabough is looking for information on the building and bell. Contact her at 387-3216


The Civil Conservation Corps (CCC) was formed in 1933 by an act of Congress upon the request of F. D. Roosevelt. This depression-era project is often said to have “saved a generation of men” by providing employment and education during a time of rampant unemployment and economic despair. CCC camps operated as military companies, headed by actual military officers. About 100 young men, usually 16-17 years old, made up each company. In addition to long days of seedling planting, road building and fire prevention work, the men of the CCC camp took educational courses, published a newsletter and participated in sporting competitions. If you have information to share, call Marion.

Good News! Cheryl Goodenough Yerdon came in to the Town Hall recently to see me and we discovered we are related through the Greene Family at Greene Point. It’s always fun and exciting to make a family connection. Captain Lindsey G. Greene was interested in pirate and marine relics and had one of the largest exhibitions of marine curiosities in this country. The display was first housed on the yacht, “Tamiami”, but later in a larger vessel known as “The Pirate Ship.” In the early days of the movies, Captain Greene toured showing pictures on his boat as well as motion pictures locally. 

Bad News! We loose two more historic sites. 

A sad milestone in Redfield history, the historic Rebekah Hall, was torn down to make way for an eventual expansion for a firehall addition. This landmark was built in 1824 as the Methodist-Episcopal Church, the oldest building in Redfield,  perhaps the second oldest church building in Oswego County, behind the Constantia Church. Thankfully, some of the records have been saved and some pews, but the rest is gone. 

The stained glass windows from the Methodist Church in Williamstown are gone (antique dealers will sell them); the bell will leave soon followed by the pews, which are now for sale. The building shell can be bought for $16,000. How can these items, donated by dedicated parishioners, just be sold? According to the Methodist Conference, when they (the Methodist Church) close their doors the conference immediately takes ownership and has no obligation to discuss the matter with former members of the congregation or the town boards. 
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The Bicentennial Town of Sandy Creek 2003 History Calendars are on sale at the Town Hall for $5. The response has been terrific and they are selling quickly. Each month contains a “bit” of history and while it is not meant to cover all the history of the town, it is entertaining and informative. The photographs are from the history collection and have been chosen to illustrate the rich history of the Town. These make great gifts for the history “buff” in your life, a friend, neighbor or a past Sandy Creek resident. They will be on sale throughout 2003. The series of five calendars cover “The Houses of the Town”, “Schools and Churches”, the “Businesses, etc.”, “Sandy Pond area” and  “People and Sports.” They are available at the Town Hall through the Town Clerk or myself.
Did you know? The first newspaper in Sandy Creek was the Sandy Creek Times, edited by F. E. Merritt from 1862-1864. The following year Edwin Soule established a job printing office and in 1871 formed a partnership with Alvaro F. Goodenough to publish the Sandy Creek News. After six months Mr. Goodenough left Sandy Creek and Henry Soule took his interest, the firm becoming Henry Soule and Son. April 1, 1877 they sold to F. E. Mungor and Cyrus V. Washburn, who later was succeeded by F. E. Lum. Mr. Mungor was the sole editor until 1885 when F. Dudley Corse bought the business. 

The Corse Press was established in 1885 when F. Dudley Corse purchased the Sandy Creek News, the local newspaper (established in 1871) of which he became editor and publisher.  All type was hand-set until 1909 when Linotypes were utilized for most typesetting. Before the turn of the century the Corse Press was printing brochures advertising the nationally famous Stevens Holstein cattle and Mr. Corse built up a substantial catalog and magazine printing operation. In 1914 the Corse Press began printing the Holstein-Friesian World magazine.

Under the leadership of Mr. Corse, the Sandy Creek News became a fine area weekly and through his personal column “Glimmerglass” spearheaded many projects benefiting the town. Mr. Corse had the foresight to have bound in book form each year’s issues of the news from 1885 until his death (1929). 

When in the 1920’s the Sandy Creek Census record for 1845 was found (while remodeling the Methodist parsonage) the “Sketches” column was born. This was a historical record of families living here in 1845 and their descendants, a joint effort of Mrs. William (Ellen) Potter and Miss Nannette Hamer.

After the death of Mr. Corse the news passed to his wife, Carrie Norton Corse, and his son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. William J. Potter. In 1942, Mrs. Corse sold the news to Maurice S. Prescott, who became publisher, retaining Bill Potter as editor. With Bill’s knowledge and experience in the art of printing, the news won many awards in state and national competition. 

Two columnists will be remembered during this period. George Corse’s “As I See It” was widely read for over 30 years and Nanette Hamer’s “Looking Around Outdoors” for nearly 19 years.

In 1971 the news was sold to Robert S. Rhodes Jr., of the Journal Publishing Co., Adams, NY. The office was continuously maintained in the Corse Press building through the succession of editors. 

In August 1974, Marie Kent became editor, with Jean Miner as advertising manager. (Marie Kent Parsons is a past historian of this town.)

The Bicentennial calendar, featuring businesses of the area, shows a 1910 photograph of the workers. The Corse Press building was located on Co. Rt. 15 (Lake Street) behind the used car lot on the corner of Rt. 15 and Main Street.

The December “history display” will feature twenty cameras from the history archives, given by Art Wart. Half-Shire Historical Society President, Shawn Doyle, has loaned the Town a glass case to display them throughout the holidays. Anyone who has cameras to donate may do so or if you’d like to loan a camera for the display, that can be arranged too! Loan forms are available and items can be loaned for any length of time. 

The two 1847 Tyler Quilts and the Scripture Quilt will remain on display in our glass case. 

Thank you to Margaret Kastler, Sally Turo and Shirley Rice for the many picture frames they have donated. This winter many of the photos in the archives can be matted and framed. 


CCC Camp of Mannsville


Sandy Creek Sportsman Association is doing an article on the building and bell purchased from the CCC, east of Mannsville. Marion Dillabough is looking for information on the building and bell. Contact her at 387-3216


The Civil Conservation Corps (CCC) was formed in 1933 by an act of Congress upon the request of F. D. Roosevelt. This depression-era project is often said to have “saved a generation of men” by providing employment and education during a time of rampant unemployment and economic despair. CCC camps operated as military companies, headed by actual military officers. About 100 young men, usually 16-17 years old, made up each company. In addition to long days of seedling planting, road building and fire prevention work, the men of the CCC camp took educational courses, published a newsletter and participated in sporting competitions. If you have information to share, call Marion.

Good News! Cheryl Goodenough Yerdon came in to the Town Hall recently to see me and we discovered we are related through the Greene Family at Greene Point. It’s always fun and exciting to make a family connection. Captain Lindsey G. Greene was interested in pirate and marine relics and had one of the largest exhibitions of marine curiosities in this country. The display was first housed on the yacht, “Tamiami”, but later in a larger vessel known as “The Pirate Ship.” In the early days of the movies, Captain Greene toured showing pictures on his boat as well as motion pictures locally. 

Office hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 to 4-weather permitting.

Contact me by:

Phone:387-5456 ext.7

Fax:387-2702

Mail:P. O. Box 52, 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek, NY 13145

Web page address: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek

Happy Holidays,

Charlene

Dear Mary-


My column is longer this week because Tues. Dec. 3rd column added a picture that belonged to Half-Shire to my column and cut some of my column. (The December display, the Good News, the CCC Camp of Mannsville, thank you to people for frames, etc.


I have added those things to this column.

Thanks,

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
P.O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 x7

HISTORIAN’S COLUMN

December 2002

Annual Report: The end of each year the local government historian is required by state law to file an annual report with both their appointing officer and the Office of the State Historian. While there is no required form this report must take, most historians file a narrative report. While I am not required to give a monthly report to the Town and Village, I do. From these monthly reports I have an outline for the year and my year-end report is quickly written. I thought my readers would be interested in reading the report I mail to the state.

Annual Report

Town and Village of Sandy Creek

· Planning continues for the “Early Settlers Bicentennial 1803-2003” 

Proposed Mission Statement

Whereas the lands within the township of Sandy Creek were first settled in 1803 we feel it is an appropriate time during the year 2003 to take time to reflect on the past 200 years and celebrate the township’s experiences and history.


Throughout the year we aspire to highlight the natural beauty, the civic, fraternal and religious organizations, and the people past and present within the boundaries of the town.

· Applied for two grants: Recieved Local Government Records Management Improvement Funds $34,677 to build a fire-safe room to house the 175 years of historical and archival records held by the Town of Sandy Creek.                                                                  

We applied for the DEC Arts and Cultural Grant from Oswego County.  Decentralization grants are provided by public funds through the New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA) to bring artistic and cultural opportunities to Oswego County residents. DEC was founded in 1977 to put state money in the hands of county residents so they can determine on the local level how they can best be put to use.  Arts and Culture for Oswego County (ACOC) was designated the DEC site for Oswego County in 1977 and has administered the program since. DEC grants are intended to fund artistic and cultural activities including theater, dance, music, film, video, literary arts, visual arts, folk arts, and multidisciplinary activities designed to benefit the general public in Oswego County. We haven’t heard about this grant at this writing.

· Salmon River newspaper column “HISTORIAN’S CORNER” continues to keep residents and readers informed

· Clean-up of local cemeteries continues. Chris Vallejo, boy scout who cleaned up Scripture Cemetery, an abandoned cemetery in the Town of Sandy Creek, will receive his Eagle Scout Badge for his work. The other cemeteries were cleaned by volunteers.

· Presented Underground Railroad program at school. Held a contest with 7th grade students at Sandy Creek School (teacher-Mrs. Tonya Yerdon Trudell) to create a logo for the “Bicentennial 1803-2003” celebration. Logo will become a “stamp cancellation” for the Bicentennial.

· Created a hands-on workshop for children, “Introduction to Family Research”, and held three workshops during Archives week October 6-13.

· Held two adult “Beginners Genealogy” workshops during the month of October

· Attended several workshops: Association of Public Historians of NYS, NYS Library Network, Central New York Genealogical Organizations, Arts and Cultural Grants workshop, Inactive Records Management, LGRMIF  Grant writing workshop

· Spoke to the Sandy Creek Chapter of the DAR, the Pulaski Historical Society, the Garden Club, the Pulaski Boy Scout banquet, the Half-Shire Historical Society, the Oswego County Genealogy Society, Northern NY Library Network

· History display at the Town Hall and at the Sandy Creek Post-office-monthly

· Photograph project-sorting, identifying, creating poster boards, framing and matting of old photos for display at the Town Hall-Photograph CD project

· Creating historical calendars using bits of local town history and photographs from the archives to kick-off the Bicentennial of First Settlers to Sandy Creek

· Creation of several books for the Bicentennial

· Pamphlets for distribution with historians job description, historian hours and research materials available at the historians office

· Volunteers-7 people at 3,000 volunteer hours for the year

· Volunteers work on the Family and Subject Files project-Obituary Files-Alumni records-preservation of photos and much more

· Pierrepont Papers-documentation and cataloging

· Added 45 “new” accessions to the collection from local residents 

· Historian office hours 9am-5pm two times a week 

· I make monthly reports to the Town and Village of Sandy Creek 

· I take time weekly to support other historians and historical societies

Respectfully Submitted,

Charlene Cole-Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
Village of Lacona Historian

P.O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 x7

December 2002

HISTORIAN’S COLUMN


The “Bicentennial 2003 Calendars” are on sale at the Town Hall for $5 through the town clerk or historian’s office. Stop by and pick up your copy today.


The kick-off for the Bicentennial is scheduled for Saturday, January 18th with the “Try-It” race, which is a prelude to the 50 km classical Tug Hill Tourathon held on Saturday, February 1st at Winona Forest. The opening event will be a “Community Pot-Luck” luncheon held at the Sandy Creek Fire Station from 1pm to 4pm. The Sandy Creek community is encouraged to attend and bring a dish to pass. This will be a good time for residents to pick up a schedule of planned 2003 Bicentennial events and speakers.  


Every month in 2003 will have events geared towards history and pride in community. Some of our featured speakers and events include:

· “Ship Wrecks on Lake Ontario” 

· “Native Americans” in New York State  presented by Robert Riggio-History teacher for 30 years and Native American Historian (extra credit activity planned for school students)

· “What were pioneer gardens like?” presented by the Sandy Creek Garden Club

· “Life Saving Stations” by Francine Glassic who has researched the topic for five years

· “Old Fashioned Fair” in September with demonstrations of pioneer daily activities such as soap making, quilting, etc. Live music, history and much more!

· War of 1812 program (extra credit activity planned for school students)

· “Wild Woman Weekend” events planned for next October and organized by Yvonne Kopy featuring Ann LaBastille and Mark Emery. Ann LaBastille is a famous author and was named Conservationist of the Year in 1974 by the World Wild Life Fund and has served on the Board of Directors of the Adirondack Park Agency for 17 years. Mark Emery is the producer of the fishing show “One More Cast” and has fished and filmed in 16 countries. Mark won an Emmy for a score he produced for a National Geographic Special.

Bicentennial planning committee members are Margaret Kastler, Charlene Cole, Yvonne Kopy, Shawn Doyle, Barbara Smith, Pauline Tanner, Evelyn Rule, Felicity Hallanan, Shirley Rice, George Widrig, Phyllis LeBeau, Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Frances Bellinger, and Jill Mattison.

News: Sadly, Helen Potter has resigned as Lacona Historian. Mayor Peggy Manchester has appointed me as the new Lacona Historian. I am pleased to accept the position and at a recent meeting we discussed a Lacona Calendar featuring the RR and Depot to benefit the Depot project.

Thank you to Marion Dillabough for her efforts in selling Sandy Pond calendars.

Thank you to Gil Ridgeway for his donation of the “Old Lighthouse” postcard.

Thank you to Frances Bellinger for the donation of five local postcards.

Thank you to Charles Clark for the loan of the photo of Daniel Bealls (1792-1883) Daniel is buried in Woodlawn Cemetery and was the son of Judge Joshua and Elizabeth Bealls. The picture has been returned to Charles and we have a copy for our files.

Thank you to Betty Atkinson for the large map of Oswego County. It will be framed and hung in the Town Hall.

Thank you to Jean McKown for the donation of “Northern New York Coverlets 1876” booklet by Helen P. Hastings. This booklet is an important addition to the archives.

Thank you to Jill Mattison for her e-bay purchases of Sandy Creek postcards and a business card. Three of the postcards are of the RR Depot at Lacona and a photographic copy of one of them. One postcard is a flat-bed railroad car with a huge ear of corn with the caption, “The kind we raise in our state, Sandy Creek.” The business card is “Allen and Lindsey, Dry Goods, Jewelry & Silverware, Boots, Shoes and Groceries, Sandy Creek, New York.” 

Joe Territo, from Rochester, NY, contacted me recently because he purchased a silver trophy at an auction belonging to the Sandy Creek Empire Baseball Team dated 1919. He is considering loaning it to us for our Bicentennial and is looking for more information on that 1919 team. I found information on the 1884 team and the 1910 team, which is pictured in a 2003 calendar, but as yet have found nothing on the 1919 team. 

OOPS!!! The Business calendar (sold between October and November) has a photo that is miss-identified. I can easily make the correction. It is contained in the calendar with the Lacona Milk Station. Come by the office or call me. 

The December/January history display features “old cameras.” We are lucky to have such a wide assortment. Stop by. They will bring back fond memories of another time.

Calling all talented people!! We need homemade toys and christmas decorations for display and for use on the 2003 trees for next year. Call Margaret Kastler or myself at 387-5456 if you can help.

Office hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 to 4-weather permitting.

Contact me by:

Phone:387-5456 ext.7

Fax:387-2702

Mail:P. O. Box 52, 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek, NY 13145

Web page address: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek

Happy Holidays from all of us! 

Town of Sandy Creek, Village of Sandy Creek, Village of Lacona

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
Village of Lacona Historian

P.O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 x7

January 2003

HISTORIAN’S COLUMN #1


HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Town of Sandy Creek Settlement Bicentennial Proposed Mission Statement...

Whereas the lands within the township of Sandy Creek were first settled in 1803 we feel it is an appropriate time during the year 2003 to take time to reflect on the past 200 years and celebrate the township’s experiences and history.


Throughout the year we aspire to highlight the natural beauty, the civic, fraternal and religious organizations, and the people past and present within the boundaries of the town.

The Bicentennial kicks-off with an invitation to the community to join the “planning committee” at the Sandy Creek Fire Hall on Saturday, January 18th for a soup and bread luncheon. Bring a crock-pot of soup or a loaf of bread and join us. A 2003 Bicentennial schedule of events can be picked up at this time. The “new” Lacona Calendar can be purchased, as well as, the Town of Sandy Creek history calendars. 

The Town of Sandy Creek 1803-2003 calendars will continue to be on sale at the Town Hall and at all Bicentennial events.  The cost is $5 and the series of five calendars depict businesses, people, schools/churches, houses, and Sandy Pond.


Lacona Mayor, Peggy Manchester, and I are working on a Lacona Depot 1891-2003 calendar. All the proceeds from this historical/pictorial calendar will go towards the Depot restoration fund. The cost is $5 and the calendars will be available at the Village offices, Town Hall and at all Bicentennial events.

Thank you to Phyllis LeBeau for her donation of information and a little history on the “Tyler Quilts.” Betty Atkinson has donated several feed bags and a sugar bag. One bag is from G. L. F. All of the bags are in great shape. Margaret Wing also donated a “Old Sandy Poultry Mash” sack from Glenn H. Billings of Sandy Creek. 


.


The December/January history display features “old cameras.” We are lucky to have such a wide assortment. Stop by. They will bring back fond memories of another time.

Calling all talented people!! We need homemade toys and Christmas decorations for display and for use on the 2003 trees for next year.

Holstein-Friesian World

It was 127 years ago (1876) when a Lacona dairyman, Henry Stevens, introduced purebred Holstein-Friesian cattle into the Township of Sandy Creek. This event not only benefited local dairying but was indirectly responsible for some of the growth of the local printing business, the Corse Press, and the establishing of a magazine, the Holstein-Friesian World, which had become internationally known in dairy cattle circles.

Before the turn of the century the Corse Press was printing brochures advertising the nationally famous Stevens Holstein cattle and Mr. Corse built up a substantial catalog and magazine printing operation. In 1914 the Corse Press began printing the Holstein-Friesian World Magazine. In subsequent years, this was to account for the major portion of the business of the Corse Press.

The Holstein-Friesian World magazine was founded in 1904 by C. G. Brown of Ithaca and later Mannsville, and E. M. Hastings, then of Lacona, who had been introduced into the Holstein business as office and sales manager for Henry Stevens. 

In 1914, Mr. Hastings and M. S. Prescott, who were then associated in a Holstein pedigree and dairy cattle sales business, purchased a half interest in the Holstein-Friesian World magazine.  (The Prescott family were Holstein dairymen on the South Ridge Road, Lacona) Editorial offices were located in a building on DeMott Street, Lacona, which Mr. Hastings built in 1913. (The building was later the Blount Lumber Company office.)

Office hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 to 4-weather permitting.

Contact me by:

Phone:387-5456 ext.7

Fax:387-2702

Web page address: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek



http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sclacona
Happy Holidays from all of us! 

Town of Sandy Creek, Village of Sandy Creek, Village of Lacona

Charlene

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian/Lacona Village
Village of Lacona Historian

P.O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 x7

January 2003

HISTORIANS’ COLUMN #2

The Bicentennial kicks-off with an invitation to the community to join the “planning committee” at the Sandy Creek Fire Hall on Saturday, January 18th for a soup and bread luncheon. Bring a crock-pot of soup or a loaf of bread and join us. A 2003 Bicentennial schedule of events can be picked up at this time. The “new” Lacona Calendar can be purchased, as well as, the Town of Sandy Creek history calendars. 


Thank you to Jack Killam, Jill Mattison, Marlene Noble and George Widrig. Jack stopped by with postcards (an early snow scene, and two Main Street, business section), pictures (a snowplow/winter scene and a photo of Strat Killam) and an article on Tracy Killam for the history collection. Jill has donated a J. S. Robbins & Son business card. Marlene donated two photos of the old East Primary School. George is donating information, artist skills and many hours to help in the research of the “Early Settlers 1803-2003” book.


“Early Settlers 1803-2003”  We are all aware of these early settlers, William Skinner, Stephen Lindsay, and the Noyes Family but how many of us have heard of these early families: Joseph Hurd, Valentine Robbins, Elias Howe, Caleb Tifft or Allen Dunlap? These families and many more will be highlighted in this book as well as, a  little early history of the town. This book will cover the years between 1803-1840. There is so much history that this will be the first book in a series of books covering many years. 

Did you know? On September 18, 1940, through the efforts of Mrs. Belva Lindo Chamberlain, a Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Chapter was organized in the twin villages with thirteen charter members. The name “Rhadamant” was selected because Sandy Creek was originally included in the township Rhadamant or No. 10 of the Boylston tract, a part of the Constable Purchase. The Charter was dated June 4, 1942 and Mrs. Chamberlain was the first Regent. 

The purpose of the chapter, like the national society, is three-fold: historical, educational and patriotic. The requirements for membership is a woman must be 18 years old and able to PROVE direct descendent from a patriot of the Revolutionary period who aided the cause of American Independence. If you are interested in joining or need more information contact Mildred Reid at 387-3317. Millie or I would be willing to help you do the research.

New history displays are included with the camera display. “Ernie Pyle” was America’s most widely read war correspondent and a scrapbook containing his columns were recently found in the archives. A WW2 photo has been found and names are needed. Please stop by and identify these WW2 inductees on the Court House steps at Pulaski. A display on Holstein-Friesian World including photos and some magazines is on display. My last column gave a little history of the Holstein-Friesian World magazine. 

And last but certainly not least, is a display of early Sanborn Maps from 1898. (Lacona and Sandy Creek) From the mid-19th century on, insurance companies produced maps containing a wealth of information from which the house historian can assemble an accurate depiction of the house at that date. These maps have been produced periodically since 1867. They include street names and addresses, dimensions, number of stories and construction material of homes and buildings and their placement on each lot. Since fire insurance was a requirement in urban areas before it was required in rural areas the Sanborn maps are available for densely populated locations. 

Office hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 to 4-weather permitting.

Contact me by:

Phone:387-5456 ext.7

Fax:387-2702

Web page address: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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COLUMN #3

Thank you to Margaret Kastler, Norman Widrig and Betty Atkinson for the following donations to the history collection: Margaret donated two books: “Tug Hill Country” by Harold E. Samson and “Colonel Meacham’s Giant Cheese” by Rosemary Nesbitt, Norman and Betty donated post cards on the Wigwam and the Life Saving Stations. One of the post cards shows the dance floor at the Wigwam.

What was life like for the pioneers of Sandy Creek? Folklore has it that a squirrel could travel from one end of Oswego County to the other and never touch the ground. The early settlers of Sandy Creek arrived with their families and household goods loaded upon ox-sleds along the scarcely opened State Road through Redfield and Boylston. The forests were deep, dark and uninhabited. William Skinner, Stephen Lindsay and the Noyes Family were the first, settling within the boundaries of the Town in the month of April 1803. I have requested a Proclamation from our County Legislator, H. Wayne Lindsey, our State Senator, Hon. James Wright and Governor Pataki. 

The fifth edition of the Northern New York Library Network Directory of Archival and Historical Document Collections is out and at the Town Hall for your use. The purpose of this directory is to provide accurate, up-to-date information for researchers, students, teachers and all others who have a need to use archival materials and historical documents in the North Country. (Counties include Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Hamilton, Jefferson, Lewis, Oswego and St. Lawrence) Stop by the Town Hall or check the web site at www.nnyln.org/archives 

Events for 2003: A pamphlet is available at the Town Hall, the Villages offices and the Library. Stop by to pick one up. 

We are looking for photographs of “sports women” for the 2003 “Wild Woman’s poster boards. Women skiing, hunting, carrying wood, driving a tractor, doing farm work, etc.

The Neighbors article of January 9th brought alot of attention to the 1803-2003 Early Settlers Celebration and as usually happens there were a couple of mistakes in the article. The first one is the Incorporation date of the Town, which should have read 1825, not 1828. The schedule of events Masonic and Eastern Star meals should have read May 2 and September 19-Salt Pork Dinners and the October 17th Harvest Dinner. 

George Widrig and I are busy researching for the Early Settlers 1803-2003 book. The book will be a part of a series and we are looking for information such as family histories and  bible records. 

Betty Atkinson and I are researching and interviewing residents for a Sandy Pond book. Contact us if you have information or photos to this project.

Weather...187 years ago in 1816! The year without a Summer! This record was made by Storrs Barrows, a resident of Oneida County and described as a well-known meterologist and historian. He wrote, “January was very mild. February was not very cold except for the last few days. March was cold with piercing winds and drifting snows. April came in quite warm and balmy...ending with winter temperatures instead of spring. May...Oh, how chilly. Buds and fruits were frozen....corn was planted and replanted until anticipations of a crop were no more. June...coldest June ever known in this latitude...a sprinkling of snow on the 25th. Snow fell to the depth of six inches in Maine on the 22nd of July...We had to depend on seed corn raised in 1815 for the spring of 1817. It was worth &6 a bushel. August, if possible, was more disagreeable and cheerless than the summer months already gone. September...from the 5th to the 19th was the mildest weather of the season....the 30th was very cold...28 degrees....the nights fell below the freezing point. October was famous for cold nights, frost, ice and snow fell on the 13th to the depths of eight inches. It lodged upon the trees...rain fell....forest and fruit trees were badly broken. November...snow fell on the 10th so as to make for good sleighing...the 12th the stage passed on runners. December....a very comfortable month for outdoor business.

Our own Oswego County can furnish a parallel to these winter wonders. Winter possessed the earth the whole year through. Snow fell in this region in May and June 9th there was a heavy frost, so much as to kill fruit and crops. In keeping with the bitter weather went want and destitution hardly known up to that time in this garden spot of nature. Provisions of all kinds commanded enormous prices; flour at one period in midsummer reached $16 a barrel. Suffering was extreme. Families huddled in close quarters...to many a sign of the worlds end. But, the world did not end and soon nature resumed her normal course and all was well again as the sun shone and the earth gave of its bounty in crops and fruits.

Office hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 to 4-weather permitting.

Contact me by:

Phone:387-5456 ext.7

Fax:387-2702

Web page address: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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Proposed Mission Statement


Whereas the lands within the township of Sandy Creek were first settled in 1803 we feel it is an appropriate time during the year 2003 to take time to reflect on the past 200 years and celebrate the township’s experiences and history.


Throughout the year we aspire to highlight the natural beauty, the civic, fraternal and religious organizations, and the people past and present within the boundaries of the town.

We would like the proclamation date to be in April 2003 because the pioneers settled here during the month of April in 1803.

What was life like for the pioneers of Sandy Creek? Folklore has it that a squirrel could travel from one end of Oswego County to the other and never touch the ground. The early settlers of Sandy Creek arrived with their families and household goods loaded upon ox-sleds along the scarcely opened State Road through Redfield and Boylston. The forests were deep, dark and uninhabited. William Skinner and Stephen Lindsay were the first, settling about 1803. Other hearty souls followed and in 1825, the Town of Sandy Creek was formed with its present boundaries.


At the threshold of the 19th century, pioneers lived in a world of small scale and scarcity. People, goods and information moved slowly. Their lives continued to be constrained by the weather and the seasons. Men occupied the realm of major physical force. Most edge tools-plows, axes, saws, scythes-and other heavy implements and vehicles were marked off as their territory. Cooking pots, crockery, washtubs and baskets, butter churns, spinning wheels, needles and thread were counted as distinctively female.  Men and boys usually handled the raw materials of farm production and undertook the first steps in processing them-after which they handed them over to women and girls to finish.

The Town of Sandy Creek Bicentennial 1803-2003 will inform and interest people about the pioneers of the town and surrounding area, their personal heritage and involve the different organizations of the community in monthly events.

The local churches, the Outlook Club and the Eastern Star will hold old-fashioned dinners and teas. The Garden Club plans “Heritage Gardens” throughout the community. The Grange, the Fire Departments, the Library, the Lacona R. R. Depot, the V.F.W. Auxillary and other organizations will hold their annual events with history in mind. Historical artifacts and poster depicting the history of the town will be present at all events. An “old fashioned fair” is planned the weekend of September 12, 13 and 14. 

· County residents. Some families of the first settlers will come back to Sandy Creek for this event. Sandy Creek is included in the membership of Half-Shire Historical Society which includes 9 towns (Albion, Amboy, Boylston, Orwell, Parish, Richland, Redfield, Sandy Creek and Williamstown) and local events are attended by people of each of these rural areas. Families of early settlers will be presented “keys” to the town.

· School children. The local schools from the “Half-Shire” area and nearby Adams, Ellisburg, and Mannsville areas will be invited to attend the Old Fashioned Fair and we are planning a day at a “one room school” with a teacher who actually taught at a one room school, explaining and demonstrating the events of a typical day at school for pioneer students.

· Churchs  The church community will incorporate history  into their functions; i.e. “Ice Cream Socials”, “Salt Pork and Harvest” dinners, old fashioned teas, etc. 
· Persons interested in history will be entertained by speakers and history/genealogy workshops (children’s workshops will be held also) and a “History Day” held at the Town Hall. The Old Fashioned Fair days will feature demonstrations on quilting, weaving, soap making, candle making, as well as live music and fun for all.
These events are included in our celebration:

The Ainsworth Library celebrates 75 years

The Village of Sandy Creek celebrates 125 years

Lacona Depot Restoration

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P.O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

387-5456 x7

January 13, 2003

Dear Senator Wright and H. Wayne Lindsay (I e-mailed Gov. Pataki)

Enclosed is the information needed to create the Proclamation for the Town of Sandy Creek for April 2003. This month is important because it is when the settlers arrived here. 

Thank you,

Charlene Cole

(Sent columns to Tonya Trudell’s class....Info pertaining to history and genealogy)

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

 Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

February 2003
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Thank you to Margaret Kastler for the donation of  “Images of America-Jefferson County.” Nancy Bennett has loaned us the scrapbook that her mother lovingly assembled on the Potts family. We will copy the photos and genealogy for the towns’ history file. 

A week ago, Nancy Bennett donated “fringe mittens” worn by Charles Potts. These mittens were about 75-100 years old. On the same day, Betty Atkinson found a photo in the  “Tug Hill” book showing a logger wearing “fringe mittens” and this past week, Phyllis LeBeau, brought in the instructions for making the same mittens. I have a friend that would call that serendipity!

Ellen and Bill Potter’s granddaughter, Linda Koester, is looking for her grandparents wedding picture. They were married on December 1, 1927/28. Contact her at P. O. Box 672, Sandy Creek or stop by the town hall and I will make a copy for her and our files. 

“Imaging Project”  When Linda Koester came to my office looking for the picture of her grandparents wedding I could honestly tell her that I wasn’t sure if we had the picture or not. Many of the photos are in accession files that are labeled with the name of the photographer, like the “Killam photos.” Others are labeled with the name of the family that made the donation. I have tried to keep a card file on individual names but the job is massive. I have been looking for a better way of handling the many photos and old (1803-1850) documents. The town and villages have the largest and best collection of photographs and documents in this county and preservation is important for future generations. Records and photographs that cannot be used and viewed are of little use to anyone. My plan is to scan and place all photographs and early documents on CD’s. I will create an index of all known photos and documents for easy access. I have a person who has offered to photograph the larger prints to be downloaded onto CD’s. This is the most economical way to reproduce photos and preserve the originals for the future. The benefits of this project: 

· easier access and use of photos

· creation of a more comprehensive index  

· preservation of existing photos by the use of copies and removal of all original photographs from poster boards

· copies of photographs can be made and shared without excessive handling or loss of the original photo

· copies can be made for school projects, fair displays, genealogists, books, etc.

Good News: The Town of Sandy Creek has had an active historian since 1920. I have been searching for the names of past historians and wanted to document their names as a part of our local history. They were F. Dudley Corse, Ellen Corse Potter, M. Nanette Hamer, Arthur H. Wart, Marie Kent Parsons and Tammy Wheeler. In 1972 Miss Hamer moved the local history collection to the library. The collection was returned to the Town Hall about 1998 and I have made it my mission to preserve, properly store and add to this collection. Each of the historians has contributed to the collection according to his or her interests and talents and we as a community are grateful for their efforts on our behalf.

Saturday, February 22 is President George Washington’s birthday. We will celebrate at the Town Hall from 1-4pm with a “cheese party” to commemorate the “Big Cheese” being sent to President Andrew Jackson in 1836. In my last column I shared the story of Colonel Meacham and the 1,400 hundred pound cheese. In the “White House Diary” written by Henrietta Nesbitt, who was Franklin D. Roosevelt’s housekeeper, is an interesting mention of this event. 

In chapter 15 she talks about the many pests found in the White House. (ants, cockroaches, rats and mangy squirrels) She writes, “When Andrew Jackson moved into the White House, following President Adams, he reported finding the East Room in a mess, and the furniture infested with every variety of bug, having been used for dozing by constituents waiting to see the President. One holiday season soon after someone sent him a fourteen-hundred-pound cheese four feet across, and he had it set up in the east Room and cut there at a reception. I could have told “Old Hickory” that the best-brought-up people spill at receptions and trample what they spill, and naturally the presidential cheese got trampled into the carpets and they say the smell didn’t come out for months.”

“I’ve always held President Jackson’s cheese responsible for attracting the grand-ancestors of many of our White House pests.”

Thought you might enjoy this glimpse into history from inside the White House. I’d love to have a copy of this book for our history collection. 

Office Hours:Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-4-weather permitting

Contact me by:

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7

Fax: 387-2702

Web page addresses: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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On February 22 at the Town Hall from 1-4pm we celebrate Colonel Meacham and the “Big Cheese” he sent to President Andrew Jackson. Come and enjoy a little history, a little Colosse Cheese and cherry pie to celebrate President George Washington’s birthday. The 1,400 pound cheese was created on Meacham’s dairy farm in Sandy Creek in 1835, packaged and sent to the president in time for Washington’s birthday, February 22, 1836. Colosse Cheese Store will lend us cheese-making equipment to be kept on display at the Town Hall for the month of February. Also on display will be the Lincoln book collection, more photos to be identified and history posters depicting early Sandy Creek history. 


After visiting us at the Town Hall you will have time to get into “ball attire” for the Annual Washington Ball Benefit Dance at the Sandy Creek Fire Department from 8pm to midnight. Tickets are $5 a couple with proceeds going to help purchase a new brush fire-utility truck and medical supplies which the hospitals and some ambulances no longer provide. Contact Mary Wallis at 387-5421 for more information.


Thank you to Kay Dealing, Marlene Hunter, Vivian Robbins and Norman Widrig. Kay is reading the Mattie Widrig diaries. There are 10 of them and she is recording information on people, births, deaths, marriages, weather happenings, health and any event or happening of historical nature. This is invaluable information on the life of Mattie, her relatives and neighbors. This information will be edited and put in a booklet for researchers while the original diaries will be safely put away. Kay and Marlene donated an original copy of the “Sesquicentennial History of the Town of Sandy Creek 1825-1975.” Vivian has donated two music books (Rhythms and Rimes and First Year Music by Hollis Dann) and a copy of “The Musical Herald.” Norman has loaned us photographs to copy for the history archives. The photos and information pertain to Fred W. Smart, last survivor of the Smart family for whom Smartville was named. Mr. Smart married Miss Cora J. Hamer on August 29, 1880 and died in Lacona on September 18, 1936 at the age of 77 years. The photo of the Smart Steam Wagon is especially interesting. Thank you! Your donations enrich us all. 


I am looking for a TV and VCR to borrow for the March, April and May speakers at the Town Hall in conjunction with the 1803-2003 speaker program. If you can help, please call me. 


I need crafters and demonstrators of pioneer life for the “Old Fashioned Fair” in September. Contact me at 387-5456 ext.7 or committee member, Pat Fregoe at 387-3498.


Colonel Thomas Meacham’s Agricultural Hall  Several years after the cheese had been made, sent to Washington and there eaten at a public reception held in the White House, February 22, 1836, Colonel Meacham got another idea. The Col. would build a fine agricultural hall on his farm on the Salt Road near the Richland-Sandy Creek town line, to be devoted to agricultural and horticultural fairs, lectures on agriculture, etc. 


Agricultural Hall was about 140 feet long and 40 feet wide. On its lower floor was located the cheese presses of the large farm with its herd of 200 cattle of which 150 were milch cows. The building was used for holding conventions and many types of meetings and also for social gatherings.


Projecting outwards from the second story of the building was a huge barrel-head, built into the wall of the building. The barrel had been used by members of the “Rochester Grays” a crack militia company of the period, containing 10 barrels of Rochester-ground flour encased in a single barrel, presented to Col. Meacham following the receipt by the “Grays” of a huge cheese from the Meacham farm. Thomas Wilder, a neighbor of the Meacham’s,  recalled as a boy he used to conceal himself in the barrel-head while engaged in playing hide-and-seek with small boys of the neighborhood among the rambling buildings on the Meacham farm. Mr. Wilder also attended dances in the Hall. He also recalls when Agricultural Hall was razed, although he could not recall the exact year in which it came down, he is of the opinion that it was early in the 20th century.


(The last of Agricultural Hall was torn down in the early 1890s.  Today the site of the two silos on the right side of Rt. 11 going south, before the Richland town line.)

Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-4-weather permitting

Contact me by:

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7

Fax: 387-2702

Web page addresses: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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We have received the first of the three proclamations I sent for commemorating the Bicentennial of the Early Settlers. The State of New York Legislative Resolution by Senator Wright and Assemblywoman Scozzafava has been received in this office and has been framed for all to see. It is hanging by the front door of the Town Hall.

Jill Mattison who is on the Bicentennial Committee has come up with a great idea. We could create a time capsule to be opened in 2025 at the 200th Anniversary of the Towns’ Incorporation. We are looking for ideas from the community as to what should be put inside. Contact Jill, Margaret Kastler or me with your ideas. 

Thank you to Gary and Linda Raiti at Colosse Cheese Store for the cheese making equipment on display at the Town Hall and the cheese and cracker tray for the “Big Cheese” party on February 22.

Thank you to Betty Atkinson, Sally Turo and Mildred Reid. Betty has donated a booklet on the Sandy Creek High School 1903-1904 and a photo that needs to be identified. The photo shows 15 young men holding a small coffin containing a skull with the initials IOG on it. We can identify one man and need help with the other ones and the initials IOG. Sally has loaned us two quilts for “Women’s History Month” in March. The Crazy Quilt was made by Paul Turo’s mother, Loretta Smith Turo and was made for her grandson George. His initials appear on the quilt. Paul’s grandmother, Estelle Madison Smith, made the second quilt. Stop by and see them. They are in the glass case and will be in our care for a short time. Mildred has given us a series of four notebooks with the genealogies of many families who are related to these families: Chase, Stevens, Paddock, Shoecraft and Hoffstetter. 

Herb Miller came into the office last Friday with a question, “What was the original names of the Fraser Road and the Miller Road?” I did not know and the few locals I asked did not know for sure. Later that day he called me back and said he may have found the answer. The Fraser Road was the Kent Road and the Miller Road was called the Nash Road. I contacted George Widrig and he said the roads were officially named between 35-40 years ago by using the name of an original family or major taxpayer. He thinks Kent Road was the next road down from Fraser and Fraser was probably called Scripture Road. I called Pauline Tanner and she is checking her sources for further information. Does anyone know for sure or have any ideas? I will check the old road books and see what I come up with.

May Lenart called after reading about the “Fringe Mittens” and requested the instructions for them be sent to her. She feels that others might want a copy of the instructions and said I should sell them for $1 to make money for the Bicentennial celebration. If you would like a copy of the pattern, please send a SSAE to the Town Hall with one dollar in care of me and I will get the copy out to you. 

I received e-mail from Alice Carnrite Teal from Marmora, New Jersey. She was congratulating us on celebrating the “Big Cheese” on Washington’s birthday and wishes she could have joined us. She also writes, “A bit of information in regards to the Town of Sandy Creek Historians: The last one mentioned in Historians’ Corner (Salmon River news-February 11, 2003) was Sanford Wheeler, referred to by many as “Sandy” Wheeler. The Wheeler home was on the south side of Salisbury Street. He devoted a good bit of time and effort in his historical research.” Note: Sanford Wheeler did devote many hours to the research of the homes in the Villages of Sandy Creek and Lacona and for that we are most grateful. His love for history benefits all of us. 

Your ideas and suggestions are always welcome!

The Bicentennial:I have filled out the papers to have our Bicentennial events listed in the Oswego County Tourism “Summer in Oswego County” April-October 2003 Calendar of Events Brochure. Twenty-five thousand copies of the brochure will be printed and distributed by mail, at travel and vacation shows, chambers of commerce, county office buildings, and NYS Thruway and Gateway Information Centers.

DeDe Barkley and I are working with northern Oswego County historians to create a book to highlight our unique history. We will keep you posted as to our progress.

March is Women’s History Month

March 20 7pm at the Town Hall

Felicity Hallanan will be the featured speaker for Women’s History month on Thursday evening March 20 at 7pm. Refreshments will be served. The event is free and open to the public.

Ms. Hallanan will discuss Marietta Holley and her close friends Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton of the women’s suffragist movement. A video on these two women is planned. (If we can find a TV and VCR to borrow) Ms.Hallanan is a wonderful speaker and you won’t want to miss this program. Please join us for an interesting evening.

The month of March I would like to highlight some of the women who lived in Sandy Creek and made a difference in our town. 

Nannette Hamer was news editor, columnist, historian, active member of the Rhadamant Chapter DAR, the Outlook Study Club, North Country Bird Club, Lake Ontario Chapter Order Eastern Star, and the list goes on and on.

Miss Hamer was born on the family farm just over the line in Boylston, she attended Ormsby District School and Sandy Creek High School. In the days before the highways were plowed in winter and school buses made the rounds, those who lived outside the village had to make special arrangements for their children to attend high school. Many young people boarded in town during the week and went home on the weekends. But her parents moved to town for the winter months so that she and her sister, Kathryn, could further their education.

After high school she took a six-month course in the Northern Business School in Watertown, commuting each day to her classes by train. In 1929 she joined the Corse Press and became secretary to William Potter, business manager and W. Augustus Hoag, plant superintendent. 

Probably no one has written more of the history of this town and the families who lived here than Nannette. She was the town historian for many years up to the time of her death on January 19, 1974. Since she began writing her column, “Looking Around Outdoors” in 1955, many people became interested in feeding and watching birds. She was associated with the Sandy Creek News for more than 40 years. She researched and wrote numerous historical articles about the town and its people. Many of the “Sketches” that appeared in the news during the 1930s were written by her.

I am looking for a TV and VCR to borrow for the March, April and May speakers at the Town Hall in conjunction with the 1803-2003 speaker program. PLEASE, call if you can help. 


I need crafters and demonstrators of pioneer life for the “Old Fashioned Fair” in September. Contact me at 387-5456 ext.7 or committee member, Pat Fregoe at 387-3498.


We need home-made Christmas tree decorations. (knited, crochet, made of paper or cloth, wooden items, etc.) Can you help? 

Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-4-weather permitting

Contact me by:

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7

Fax: 387-2702

Web page addresses: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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The Saturday, February 22 “Big Cheese Party” was a huge success. Ninety to 100 people signed the guest book. I created and handed out twenty-five pamphlets on George Washington in the Revolutionary War to the children. A cake decorated with cherries for George’s 271st birthday, an assorted cheese tray donated by Linda and Gary Raiti at Colosse Cheese Store, cherry pizzas donated by Jane McIntosh and cherry pies were enjoyed by all. A special thanks to Margaret Kastler, Shirley Rice, Phyllis LeBeau, Sally Turo, Pauline Tanner and Betty Atkinson for their help throughout the day. 

Orrin Heath, son of Orrin N. Heath, came by to visit with Gary Raiti and they had a great time talking about the cheese industry past and present. Orrin N. Heath, his sisters and son Orrin ran the Sandy Creek Valley Cheese Factory, where famous Rodman (Heath) cheese was made. 

Mr. Harry Dingman came into the office last week to share his memories of the Railroad in Lacona. He has left two books for anyone interested in the Railroad life and times to view. 

March is Women’s History Month   March 20 7pm at the Town Hall

Felicity Hallanan will be the featured speaker for Women’s History month on Thursday evening March 20 at 7pm. Refreshments will be served. The event is free and open to the public.

Ms. Hallanan will discuss Marietta Holley and her close friends Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton of the women’s suffragist movement. A video on these two women is planned in conjunction with the program. Ms.Hallanan is a wonderful speaker and you won’t want to miss this program. Please join us for an interesting evening. 

Mrs. Trudell’s seventh graders will receive extra-credit for attending this and all other Bicentennial programs.

Workshops The 2003 schedule of historian/continuing education workshops begin this month. These workshops are important because they keep me abreast of current trends, serve as an aid in writing grants and are in some cases, mandatory in the grant writing process and a great place to speak to and exchange ideas with other local government historians. Currently, I have scheduled six workshops. The “Scanning and Imaging” workshop in April is timely because of the project I have planned for the town and villages during the next few years. It is an important part of the historians’ job to remain current with the latest techniques and technical advances.

The month of March I would like to highlight some of the women who lived in Sandy Creek and made a difference in our town. 

Mary (Adams) Wilder Knollin 


Mary’s life spanned nearly ninety-one years, from March 16, 1828 to January 24, 1919, reaching from Sandy Creek’s pioneer era into the automotive age. Born in Rodman, Jefferson County, she came to Sandy Creek with her parents, Moses and Sally (Scripture) Adams when she was only four. The Adams homestead was the farm owned and occupied by her great-great-grandson Lewis Wilder. In 1849 Mary Adams was married to Lewis L. Wilder. They had three children: Duane and Anna who died young and Frank, father of Marshall Wilder. Mary’s first husband died in 1881 and in 1891, Mrs. Wilder became the wife of Richard M. Knollin. After Mr. Knollin’s death in 1903, she made her home with her nephew by marriage, George M. Knollin. In her old age, “Aunt” Mary recalled, for younger members of the Knollin clan, the log cabins, which were the only dwellings in the neighborhood where she grew up. She mentioned several locations of cabins which, today, can only be found by directions, the few traces of human occupation left being the bits of china and brick picked up after the plow has broken the sod. The photo of her was taken on her 85th birthday and the pleasant face gives some hint of her nature, as described by one who obviously knew and loved her, in her obituary. “Aunt” Mary Knollin, as everyone knew her, was one of the elect ones of this community. Tho’ confined to her home by infirmity of age, yet she was a blessing and inspiration to scores. She being dead, yet speaketh. Christianity needs no stronger argument than the faithful living of such a life.”

I need crafters and demonstrators of pioneer life for the “Old Fashioned Fair” in September. Contact me at 387-5456 ext.7 or committee member, Pat Fregoe at 387-3498.

I am looking for local girl scout and boy scout leaders to contact me for a project.

Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-4-weather permitting

Contact me by:

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7

Fax: 387-2702

Web page addresses: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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March is Women’s History Month   

Felicity Hallanan will be the featured speaker for Women’s History month on Thursday evening March 20 at 7pm. Refreshments will be served. The event is free and open to the public.

Felicity Hallanan will present Marietta Holley and her close friends Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton of the women’s suffragist movement. A video on these two women is planned in conjunction with the program. Ms. Hallanan is a wonderful speaker and you won’t want to miss this program. Please join us for an interesting evening. 

A little bit about Marietta Holley (1836-1926) 

On Route 11 just north of Pierrepont Manor stands Bonnie View, the former home of Marietta Holley. It is now privately owned, but is marked by a state historical marker. During the 1880's she was said to be the highest paid woman writer in America and, with her humorous style, was often compared to Mark Twain. In 1888 when her books had become popular and she could well afford it, she built Bonnie View, an 18 room Victorian home on the site of her family homestead. Here Miss Holley wrote over 20 books of both poetry and fiction, the latter bringing her international fame. 

Samantha Allen was the heroine of her most popular series of books, in which she used the pen name "Josiah Allen's Wife." She wrote in a country dialect with simplified spelling to sugar-coat her serious ideas, more often supporting women's rights. Among her closest friends were Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Susan B. Anthony and Clara Barton, some of who visited her at Pierrepont Manor.

Marietta Holley traveled as far as New York and to the White House in Washington, D. C. but because of her prodigious reading, she was able to write extensively about places she'd never been in books including "Samantha at the World's Fair", "Samantha at Saratoga", "Around the World with Josiah Allen's Wife", to name a few.

Judy Tompkins of Redfield called and has 19th century dresses, shoes and hats to loan the Town for the Bicentennial Celebration. The Town of Redfield celebrated their 200th in 2000 and their ideas and help is invaluable, thank you Judy. I am looking for dress-maker forms to display these dresses and other items of clothing in our archives. Call me if you have one or more to loan to the Town. 

While doing research for the Sandy Pond book, Betty Atkinson discovered that Perry Hastings wrote a book, which contained information on the Sandy Pond area and was able to contact him. Mr. Hastings will be 100 this year and drove to Sandy Creek to meet us and talk a little about his life. He has allowed this office to copy his book “As I Remember, Life in the Twentieth Century, From the Horse and Buggy Days to the Computer Age, My Story as I Recall It” to be added to the history collection. The book contains photographs and history from a personal perspective and makes for interesting reading.
I need crafters and demonstrators of pioneer life for the “Old Fashioned Fair” in September. Contact me at 387-5456 ext.7 or committee member, Pat Fregoe at 387-3498.

Jill Mattison who is on the Bicentennial Committee has come up with a great idea. We could create a time capsule to be opened in 2025 at the 200th Anniversary of the Towns’ Incorporation. We are looking for ideas from the community as to what should be put inside. Contact Jill, Margaret Kastler or me with your ideas. 

I am looking for local girl scout and boy scout leaders to contact me for a project. I’d like to involve these groups in making 19th century Christmas Tree ornaments to be placed on display at the Town Hall. 

The history display contains the Colosse Cheese Store “cheese making items” and the “Big Cheese” (this display is the actual size of the cheese sent to President Jackson). The camera display has been dismantled and replaced with Marietta Holley books and two research books on women. The old maps and afghan display remain because of their interest. Phyllis LeBeau is working on creating new poster boards. We are removing original photos and postcards from boards. We have found several more photographs in need of identification, a 1927 wedding picture is among them. 

Jack Killam brought in some photographs of a fire on what was the Wart Block during the winter of 1945 across from Gas Mart. These photos were taken by Tracy Killam and thanks to Jack will be on display. 

You are welcome to stop by and research or just browse and enjoy.

Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-4-weather permitting

Contact me by:

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7

Fax: 387-2702

Web page addresses: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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A little about me:

· 1967-married my high school sweetheart-married 36 years in July
· 2 children-son in the Airforce; daughter going back to college for Masters Degree

· 13 years experience working in genealogy/historical archives/Oswego County

· Oswego County Genealogy Society member/newsletter editor/publicity chair/cemetery census chair/publications chair

· Wrote several books-Revolutionary War for grades 6-8, Granby History, Volney History, Redfield History, a “history” cookbook

· Worked 6 years as a volunteer for County Historian, Barbara Dix

· Volunteer at Oswego Historical Society and Friends of Fulton History (Pratt House)

· Daughters of the American Revolution Kayendatsyona Chapter at Fulton, NY member and wrote a book for that group in 2000

· applied for this job because I have an interest in this region, I have worked with history material in the past and knew the job of a local government historian and I have worked with the Sandy Creek history archives off and on with past historians since 1997

· Sandy Creek Fair/Half-Shire Historical Society since 1997

· My goals:

· Assemble and preserve town history materials

· Column-keep residents informed on the happenings in this office

· History displays/P.O. display

· Get residents of town interested in history

· Schools-4th and 7th grades

· Workshops/grants-some grants cannot be completed without a workshop

· Workshops for adults and children

· Speak to groups

· Cemetery clean-up

Workshop Info:

Grants: 
· 2000  The Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler, asked the state to conduct a “needs assessment” on the Town history archives. The Town Clerk, Margaret Wing and past historian Tammy Wheeler, were present when Joseph Swinyer, the Documentary Heritage Program representative came to do the assessment. Mr. Swinyer wrote the advisory report and in it stated a need to get all town history materials back to the Town Hall, accessioned, processed, organized and placed in a secure, fire-safe room. This report was, in part, used in preparing the 2002-2003 LGRMIF grant application for updating facilities (fire-safe room) and for getting the active and inactive records processed and properly stored. When I was appointed historian in August 2001, the records were in quite a mess and piled on many tables in the basement. I have put in many hours organizing and accessioning the material with many hours ahead of me before I am finished. 

· Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) Grants. These grants take many hours to complete and it was required I attend a workshop to understand the qualification and filling out of the forms. Then the research, phone calls and meetings to prepare the grant and finally several meetings with the Regional Advisory Officer R. Kent Stuetz for the final steps and assistance needed to get the grant ready for typing and mailing. We received less then we asked for to build the fire-safe room ($34,677) and Mr. Stuetz came back to help us with the new figures. These grants are very specific on what the money is spent on. The deadline for this grant is June 30, 2003 and there are no extensions.

· Arts and Culture: What is DEC? Decentralization grants are provided by public funds through the New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA) to bring artistic and cultural opportunities to Oswego County residents. DEC was founded in 1977 to put state money in the hands of county residents so they can determine on the local level how they can best be put to use.  Arts and Culture for Oswego County (ACOC) was designated the DEC site for Oswego County in 1977 and has administered the program since. DEC grants are intended to fund artistic and cultural activities including theater, dance, music, film, video, literary arts, visual arts, folk arts, and multidisciplinary activities designed to benefit the general public in Oswego County. An impartial review panel composed of artists, community leaders and arts professionals evaluates all applications based on stated funding criteria. Panel funding recommendations are presented to the ACOC Board of Directors for final review. Applicants will be notified of funding decisions by mail. Awards are issued following receipt of signed contract. A representative from the grantee organization MUST attend ACOC’s annual awards banquet. All applicants MUST attend one of the free public seminars for information on guidelines, eligibility and the application process. Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler and Historian, Charlene Cole attended the workshop in Mexico on July 22. A draft of the application must be submitted three weeks before the deadline for critique and the grant deadline date was September 13. 

· We received notification of receiving the grant in January ($2300) and have yet to receive the money. Again the grant is very specific on what the money is to be spent on. The grant was written specifically for the Bicentennial (1803-2003) events, speakers and artistic people. The calendar money proceeds is going for expenses such as flyers, mailings, coffee and food stuffs for speakers since this grant does not cover these expenses.

· Gift/Loan forms

· Accession? (00.25.6) What do the numbers mean? 00. is the year 2000, .25 is the 25th item given to the town in that year and 6 is 6th item within the collection. (.1 might be a photo album, .2 might be a dress, .3 might be a packet of letters, .4 could be an old map, etc.) The accession sheet gives the location, year the items came in and who donated the items, condition of the item and if a subject or name card was created. The subject /name card has the name of the item and the accession number only. A computerized index will be made. It is important to keep accessioned items together because of their provenance (origin and source is the same). As in photos, the unidentified ones given by a family might be relatives, neighbors, friends that someone might know because of the family connection.

· Contractual Fund-The Town allots me a certain amount of money each year to buy the boxes, plastic sleeves, photo sleeves, notebooks, etc. to properly store and catalog the materials. These supplies are expensive and necessary to secure the inactive and active records and their proper storage.

Imaging and Scanning Project

“Imaging Project”  When Linda Koester came to my office looking for the picture of her grandparents wedding I could honestly tell her that I wasn’t sure if we had the picture or not. Many of the photos are in accession files that are labeled with the name of the photographer, like the “Killam photos 90.1-65” for example. Others are labeled with the name of the family that made the donation. I have tried to keep a card file on individual names but the job is massive. I have been looking for a better way of handling the many photos and old (1803-1850) documents. The town and villages have the largest and best collection of photographs and documents in this county and preservation is important for future generations. Records and photographs that cannot be used and viewed are of little use to anyone. Old documents and photos should not be handled frequently and copies save these precious originals and while allowing the public to view and research. My plan is to scan and place all photographs and early documents on CD’s. I will create an index of all known photos and documents for easy access. I have a person who has offered to photograph the larger prints to be downloaded onto CD’s. This is the most economical way to reproduce photos and preserve the originals for the future. The benefits of this project: 

· easier access and use of photos

· creation of a more comprehensive index  

· preservation of existing photos by the use of copies and removal of all original photographs from poster boards. (In the past original photos were put on poster boards and need to be removed and properly stored)

· copies of photographs can be made and shared without excessive handling or loss of the original photo

· copies can be made for school projects, fair displays, genealogists, books, etc.

Web-pages


I maintain these two sites:

          http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek


          http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sclacona
State and Town/Village Reports

· the State mandates a yearly report

· I am mandated to give the Town and Villages a yearly report but I give monthly reports to keep the Town and Village board members aware of happenings in my office.

Volunteers

· 584 hours in the first 4 months as historian

· the year 2002 showed 3,000 hours

· the 2003 year to date shows 374 hours

· These volunteers are an important part of this office 

Sally Turo 

Betty Atkinson

Phyllis LeBeau

Frances Bellinger

Mildred Reid

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

 Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

March 2003

HISTORIANS’ COLUMN #11

Can you identify the young boy in this photo? This photo was taken in 1932 and shows Harold Sampson paying off an election bet! He had to push Lawrence Bettinger from Lacona to Sandy Creek when F. D. R. Was elected President. The young boy needs to be identified. Do you recognize him? (picture donated by Celestine Kerr)
Thank you to Norman Widrig, Jack Killam, Shawn Doyle, Irene Fuller and Victor Potish. Norman and Jack have been wonderful at sharing their collection of photographs with the Town and both have given us more photos to copy for the history archives. Shawn Doyle has shared photographs and is working with Mrs. Barclay, town historians and myself on the Arcadia book. Irene has added the Ansco camera she received for graduation in 1946 to the Town camera collection. Mr. Potish shared a photo of the women in the Home Bureau taken at the Sandy Pond Club. Thank you!

Don’t forget to come to the Town Hall on March 20th at 7pm for the program on Marietta Holley. Refreshments will be served and the program is free and open to the public. This program is the third in our “Bicentennial Series” and the next one will be on the American Indian presented by Robert Riggio from Oswego. 

March is Women’s History Month

The Robbins women:


Pamelia Harding Robbins came to Sandy Creek in 1805, a girl of fourteen, with her father George Harding. In the History of Oswego County written by C. Johnson, there is mention of her, “In the spring of 1806, Pamelia and Betsey Hurd learned that Mrs. Knickerbocker was lying sick with consumption alone in the woods three miles distant. The girls were about 15 years of age and anxious to afford help and sympathy to the suffering woman. The two brave girls went through the dark forest, in which wild beasts still roamed in numbers, to her bedside. She felt cheered by their visit and most grateful for it, but consumption had laid its deadly hand upon her and in June she slept the sleep of death. A minister was sent for from a long distance, probably from Redfield, and a sermon was preached over her, being the first ever delivered in town, unless one was preached at the burial of Eunice Lindsay.” She married Valentine Robbins and they had six children. In 1836 they bought the 400-acre farm in Lacona once owned by Peter Whiteside. Pamelia died in 1887 at the age of 89. 


Flora A. Robbins Cook was born November 3, 1856, on a farm a little east of Lacona to Benjamin and Julia Grennell Robbins. Flora’s education was obtained at the Sandy Creek High School where she taught for years. On February 25, 1880 she married Dr. Newton Cook. Dr. Cook was born in Augusville, Schoharie County, NY on July 1, 1854. There he began the study of medicine and when the family moved to Sandy Creek in 1876 he continued his studies with Dr. J. Lyman Bulkley. Flora died in 1926.


Mary P. Robbins McKee was born in 1863 in Sandy Creek, daughter of Julius and Elizabeth Clark Robbins, her grandparents came to Sandy Creek in 1818. For many years her parents resided at the corner of Railroad and East First Streets. Her father was a successful businessman. Mary graduated from Sandy Creek High School in 1882. She married W. H. McKee who ran a dry goods store in Lacona for many years. They had two children Julius and Irma. Mary was a charter member of the Lake Ontario Chapter O. E. S., an early member of the ladies Wednesday Club and a member of the Coterie Club and for many years was an active member of the local Congregational Church where she taught Sunday school. In 1917 the family moved to California. She died on March 31, 1945.


Minnie Bulkley Robbins was born in March 1860, daughter of Dr. J. Lyman Bulkley. She was a member of the first graduating class at Sandy Creek High School. On September 3, 1879, she married Marshall Robbins, son of Julius S. and Elizabeth Clark Robbins, thus uniting two of the oldest and most influential families in Sandy Creek. She died April 23, 1936.
After 14 months the fire-safe room is closer to being built. The Town board has hired an architect to create drawings of the room and the bids are going into the paper. Bids will be opened on Wednesday, April 2 at 7pm at the Town Hall. According to the grant I, as Archival Clerk, have been accessioning and boxing the history archives since the grant acceptance in July 2002. The grant allots money for State approved shelving and could be installed as soon as the room is ready. Soon after, the archive materials will be placed in our fire-safe, secure room and we will hold an open house in July of this year. I can see the light at the end of the tunnel and I look forward to the completion of this grant. June 30 is the deadline to this grant and my report is due then as well as all bills paid. All money must be spent as the grant specifies, there seems to be some confusion on that point. I will keep you informed. 

Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-4-weather permitting

Contact me by:

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7

Fax: 387-2702

Web page addresses: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek


          http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sclacona
e-mail: sandycreekny@tcenet.net
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Thank you to Vic Potish, Jeanne McKown, Jack Killam, Pauline Tanner, Nancy Bennett and H. Wayne Lindsey. Vic brought in an unidentified photo, which may or may not be from this area. Jeanne has given the town several postcards (1. the business section looking west towards the Post Office, 2. Main Street Sandy Creek, 3. Library and Park, and 4. Business section Main Street looking north, all c. 1940s). Jack Killam has located and shared two more photos of the Wart Block fire. Pauline has donated a wonderful scrapbook. Nancy has donated the table cloth that her grandmother, Mrs. Sarah Bettinger, lovingly made. Legislator Wayne Lindsey reported at the last Town Board meeting that our Oswego County Proclamation for 2003 will be ready in April. It will hang by the State of New York Legislative Resolution from Senator Wright and Assemblywoman Scozzafava that was previously received in this office for the Bicentennial. They will both hang by the front door of the Town Hall.

Workshops: The workshop whirlwind begins. These workshops are offered to historians and in the case of writing a grant, are mandated. The first two are offered at Jefferson Community College, part one is on Wednesday, March 26 (I will not hold office hours this day until after 4pm) and part two is Thursday, March 27 and they cover Microsoft Excel, Level 1 and 2. The cost is $15 per each workshop. 

The April 29th workshop is offered at Potsdam and will cover “Imaging and Scanning” and fits right in with the project I have planned for the history collection.  I have been looking for a better way of handling the many photos and old (1803-1850) documents. The town and villages have the largest and best collection of photographs and documents in this county and preservation is important for future generations. Records and photographs that cannot be used and viewed are of little use to anyone. Old documents and photos should not be handled frequently and copies save these precious originals, while allowing the public to view and research. My plan is to scan and place all photographs and early documents on CD’s. This workshop is a MUST. It will also cost $15. 

April 26th is the New York State Council of Genealogical Organizations (NYSCOGO) spring meeting in Ithaca. This meeting is a great networking opportunity for historians, genealogy societies and historical societies. Supporting local historical/genealogical societies is in my job description so I make it a point to go every year and last year agreed to be a delegate. After the general business meeting we will tour the Olin Library. Nancy Dean and Bob Kibbee will give an overview of the rare Book and Manuscript collection. The library’s holding include maps, micro texts, newspapers, both published and unpublished family genealogies, county histories, land ownership maps, census materials, city directories, colonial and state records, passenger lists, the IGI and local church/school/business/town records. 

Boy Scouts-Heritage Badge: Wednesday, March 26 at the Town Hall I will present “My Family Tree” workshop to Tammy Millers’ boy scout group. They will earn their Heritage Badge and leave with a family chart and a little background in family research. It should be a fun night. 

Half-Shire Historical Society will hold its March meeting at the Sandy Creek Town Hall on Friday, March 28th at noon with a luncheon followed by the Arcadia Book project meeting at about 1:30.

March is Women’s History Month:

Elizabeth Bargy (1764-1853) was the wife of Peter Bargy (1753-1845) a Revolutionary War soldier. Both Peter and Elizabeth Bargy are buried in Scripture Cemetery. Peter died at the age of 92 and Elizabeth at the age of 89 years. 

Dorothy Jamerson Eckford relates this story about Gramma Elizabeth Bargy. The story was told many years ago to Dorothy by her grandmother Cynthia Widrig Hale who was the granddaughter of Elizabeth Bargy. 

“Seems back when the Bargy’s were still living down on the Mohawk River, in Herkimer County, the Indians suddenly got after some of the white settlers. The settlers made a hurried escape from the “raiding party”, but Gramma Bargy was lame (or went lame trying to get away) and couldn’t keep up and fell behind, and so was captured by the Indians. They held her for a time, the length of time has been forgotten, but it is believed to have been a matter of hours. They made no attempt to harm her. Instead, the Indians would test her by leaving her at a spot in the woods and placing coins around in plain sight, which she made no attempt to touch. When the Indians were satisfied that she was a brave and honest woman, they decided to set Gramma Bargy free. She made her way back to her home on foot, a comparatively short walking distance.”

And least we forget to mention the women who hold office in our town: Margaret Kastler-Town Supervisor, Peggy Manchester-Village of Lacona Mayor, Margaret Wing-Town Clerk, Celestine Kerr-Deputy Town Clerk, Jill Mattison-Village of Lacona and Sandy Creek Clerk and Treasurer, Nancy Ridgeway-Town Board Member and Maryhelen Thomas-Tax Collector. Thank you for your service to this town.

Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-4-weather permitting

Contact me by:

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7

Fax: 387-2702

Web page addresses: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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Monday, March 24th Nancy Ridgeway invited me to speak to the Coterie Club. We met at the town hall with eight members attending. The meeting had been canceled several times due to weather so we were glad to hold the meeting at last. I did my best not to bore them but inform them about my job as historian for the Town and both Villages.  The program covered my job as historian, the Bicentennial and information on the grants that I have written for the Town. I talked a little about the Arcadia book project that I am currently working on with DeDe Barclay, Shawn Doyle and the many other historians in northern Oswego County. The Bicentennial, Arcadia book and fire-safe room project are priorities right now and will keep me busy for the next few months. The Sandy Pond book and the Sandy Creek history book will be delayed. There are just not enough hours in the day for all I have planned.


A little history of the Coterie Club reprinted here from the Sesquicentennial History of the Town of Sandy Creek...In 1949 a group of twelve ladies, aided by Mrs. Burch K. Reed, organized the Coterie Club, unaware that there had been one here of the same name years before. The club motto-“Friendship in Hand with Knowledge”-corresponds with their stated objectives, the study of topics of interest and participation in worthwhile projects. 


During the time the club was allied with the Northern New York Federation of Women’s Clubs, several Coterie members served as committee chairmen. Mrs. Dana Paye and Mrs. Lynn Blount were Fifth District Chairmen and Mrs. Blount was also first vice president of the Northern New York Federation. Mrs. Frederick (Pauline) Tanner was treasurer of the Northern New York Federation in 1951-1952. 


In addition to such activities as the distribution of small Christmas trees and the donation of cash awards to outstanding students, the club has taken part in two major enterprises. Upon learning that the Lacona Village clock had been donated by the original Coterie Club, they decided to help with its maintenance, an on-going and costly concern. The club also sponsored a campaign in the late fifties and early sixties for street signs subsequently purchased and installed in the twin villages. (Mrs. Alfred (Jan) Dealing)


At this time the club is planning their 3rd Annual Cookie Walk on December 13.


The 4th program in the Bicentennial series will be presented by Robert Riggio on Thursday, April 10 at 7pm at the Town Hall. Mr. Riggio taught history for 30 years and has been actively researching the Iroquois Indians for the past ten years. He will compare the Iroquois Creation Story to the Book of Genesis. Further, a basis for understanding the matriarchal/patriarchal nature of Iroquois versus European Society will be related to the different emphasis in both societies explanations of creation. In addition, an explanation of racial bias will be examined due to the creation stories of both societies. A question and answer period will follow. 


After 14 months the fire-safe room is closer to being built. The Town board has hired an architect to create drawings of the room and the bids are going into the paper. Bids will be opened on Wednesday, April 2 at 7pm at the Town Hall. The room could be built and shelving in by the end of May. I will need the full month of June to shelve and organize the boxes. 

According to the grant I, as Archival Clerk, have been accessioning and boxing the history archives, including the active and inactive records, since the grant acceptance in July 2002. All active and inactive records will be housed in this new room and all retention schedules will be followed. Currently these records are housed in several places. The grant allots money for State approved shelving and could be installed as soon as the room is ready. We plan to hold an open house in July of this year. I can see the light at the end of the tunnel and I look forward to the completion of this grant. June 30 is the deadline to this grant and my report is due then as well as all bills paid. 

I will keep you informed. Stop by if you have questions or want to check on the progress.

Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-4-weather permitting

Contact me by:

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7

Fax: 387-2702            e-mail: sandycreekny@tcenet.net

Web page addresses: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek


          http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sclacona
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Can anyone identify this baseball player? This photograph is from Norman Widrig. Thanks Norm.

Thank you to Josie Nemier for the mannequin. We have dressed her in Mabel Carnrite’s Akipsaya Campfire Girls outfit that was worn by her in a picture in the history archives dated 1921.

Tammy Miller and 7 boy scouts from Pack 830 and their parents attended a “Family Tree Workshop” intended to help the boys get their Heritage Badge. They were sent home with a booklet to guide them in a family discussion about their family genealogy. Thank you to Betty Atkinson who gave up an evening to help with the workshop.   

Half-Shire Historical Society held its March meeting and luncheon at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. Immediately afterwards an informal meeting concerning the “Arcadia” book project was held. The nine towns of northern Oswego County are planning a joint pictorial book to promote our rich history. The plan is for the book to be ready for Christmas 2003. The towns and historians included are Florence Gardner from Albion, Lucille Dunn from Amboy, Rita Rombach from Boylston, Deanna Barber from Orwell, Bridget Swartz from Parish, Mary Parker from Richland, Larry Grant from Redfield, Charlene Cole from Sandy Creek, and Glenna Gorski from Williamstown. President of Half-Shire, Shawn Doyle, DeDe Barclay, Margret Kastler, Pauline Tanner, George Widrig, Margaret Weigel, MaryLou Morrow and Ken Smith are also working on this project.
A new display at the town hall consists of: 

· Dr. Newton Cook’s scales. Dr. Newton was born in 1854 and moved to Sandy Creek with his parents in 1866. He married Flora Robbins and they lived at the home of her mother, who was a widow. This is the house which stands just east of the Harwood Drive exit from Route 81. Dr. Cook had his office in this house and in the roomy barn at the rear he kept the horses he used in making his calls on patients for a radius of twenty miles around Sandy Creek. In 1915 he changed to an automobile, but he still used the horses in wintertime for many years. He died a widower in 1940. Glen Hall presently owns this house. (Information from “Local Doctors” information shared by Pauline Tanner.)

· The Congregational Church communion cup accessioned in 1936. Twenty-two ministers occupied the pulpit from 1817 until the church was closed in 1935.

· One of the many grindstones found along Little Sandy Creek west of the Main Street Bridge, which most likely came from Sandy Creek Tannery which operated from 1826-1883 when it burned in a spectacular night fire that was said to be visible in Wayne County. 

· A school bell donated by Mabel Carnrite. Mable taught at the Scripture School and later at Sandy Creek

· Several old picture albums with identified people (Kent family)

· An old notebook containing minutes dating 1836-1895 from District #16 School

· The boots of Civil War Soldier Moreau Salisbury. He enlisted in Co. G, 24th Inf. on April 29, 1861; was promoted to Sergeant September 1862 and mustered out May 29, 1863. The boots have a string showing where a bullet entered and exited during battle. His great-grandchildren visit every year to look at the boots. 

Stop by!

Legislator Wayne Lindsey called my office with the news that the Oswego County Legislature Proclamation for 2003 is ready and will be presented at the April town board meeting.
Workshops: The first two were offered at Jefferson Community College, part one is on Wednesday, March 26 and part two was Thursday, March 27. (Microsoft Excel, Level 1 and 2) 

The next workshop is scheduled for April 29th at Potsdam for “Imaging and Scanning” and fits right in with the project I have planned for the history collection.  I have been looking for a better way of handling the many photos and old (1803-1850) documents. The town and villages have the largest and best collection of photographs and documents in this county and preservation is important for future generations. Records and photographs that cannot be used and viewed are of little use to anyone. Old documents and photos should not be handled frequently and copies save these precious originals, while allowing the public to view and research. My plan is to scan and place all photographs and early documents on CD’s. 
The 4th program in the Bicentennial series will be presented by Robert Riggio on Thursday, April 10 at 7pm at the Town Hall. Mr. Riggio taught history for 30 years and has been actively researching the Iroquois Indians for the past ten years. He will compare the Iroquois Creation Story to the Book of Genesis. Further, a basis for understanding the matriarchal/patriarchal nature of Iroquois versus European Society will be related to the different emphasis in both societies explanations of creation. In addition, an explanation of racial bias will be examined due to the creation stories of both societies. A question and answer period will follow. 

Dave Warner, Oswego County Bureau of Parks and Recreation, came by the office looking for photographs of the dunes on Sandy Island Beach for a project he was working on. We were able to help him from the town archives. 

Sandy Island Beach is part of the Eastern Lake Ontario Dune and Wetland area, a 17-mile stretch that extends from the town of Richland, Oswego County, north along Lake Ontario to Jefferson County. The dunes were formed by wind and wave motion of a giant inland sea that preceded Lake Ontario. The area is the only significant freshwater dune site in the northeastern United States.

*Please note the office hours that I have set up to see residents and researchers. Many historians have “by appointment” hours only. If an evening is better for any of you, I stay for the Town Board meetings every second Wednesday and will be in my office all day on those days or make an appointment!

*Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-4

Contact me by:    

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7   

Fax: 387-2702            

e-mail: sandycreekny@tcenet.net

Web page addresses: http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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Sandy Creek Town Hall

1992 Harwood Drive

Sandy Creek, NY 13145

Thursday, April 10, 2003

7pm

The 4th program in the Bicentennial series of Early Settlers to Sandy Creek (1803-2003) will be presented by Robert Riggio on Thursday, April 10 at 7pm at the Town Hall. 

Mr. Riggio taught history for 30 years and has been actively researching the Iroquois Indians for the past ten years. He will compare the Iroquois Creation Story to the Book of Genesis. Further, a basis for understanding the matriarchal/patriarchal nature of Iroquois versus European Society will be related to the different emphasis in both societies explanations of creation. In addition, an explanation of racial bias will be examined due to the creation stories of both societies. 

A question and answer period will follow. 

Refreshments will be served and the program is open to the public.

Directions: 

from the south-Rt. 81 N, exit 37 Sandy Creek, turn right, town hall is on the left

from the north-Rt. 81 south, exit 37, turn left, cross Rt. 81 and take first right turn across from the High School, go to stop sign and take a right, town hall on right before Rt. 81 S overpass.
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Thank you to Leita Thompson for her donation of several Sandy Creek High School graduating class programs. (1925, 1926 and 1927) She mailed them to Kay Dealing at the Library and Kay brought them over for the history archives. In June we will have an Alumni display featuring items like these, including yearbooks and other memorabilia. Thanks Kay. If you have yearbooks to donate you can call the office or just drop them off with your name and address.


Thank you to Connie Skilinskis for the donations of several obituaries and many photographs related to Sandy Creek and some from Orwell. 


Work on the fire-safe room is underway, thankfully. The Regional Advisory Officer R. Kent Stuetz came by Wednesday, April 2 to check on the progress of this Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) Grant. The day he came was the same day the “bids” were to be opened. Dave Archibee got the bid and work began on the room the next day. Progress is being made and shelving (per the grant) will be ordered and installed soon. I would be happy to answer ANY questions concerning this grant, the room or the history archives, just call me or stop by any Wednesday or Friday. (except Good Friday)


 Why create a fire-safe room?  Why does Sandy Creek need one? 

In 2000 the Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler, asked the state to conduct a “needs assessment” on the Town history archives. The Town Supervisor (Margaret Kastler), Town Clerk, (Margaret Wing) and past historian (Tammy Wheeler), were present when Joseph Swinyer, the Documentary Heritage Program (DHP) representative came to do the assessment. Mr. Swinyer wrote the advisory report and in it stated a need to get ALL town history materials back to the Town Hall, accessioned, processed, organized and placed in a secure, fire-safe room. (Before this the records were kept at the Ainsworth Library, private homes and some, thankfully, were stored at Half-Shire Historical Society. I say thankfully because they were not lost or thrown out, just stored. These records were kept at the above sites because Marie Parsons, past historian, worked out of the Library, her home and Half-Shire Historical Society.) 

The report was shelved and nothing was done until I became historian in August 2001. 

The DHP report was, in part, used in preparing the 2002-2003 LGRMIF grant application for updating facilities (fire-safe room) and for getting the active and inactive records processed and properly stored. When I was appointed historian in August 2001, the records were in quite a mess after most were returned to the Town Hall basement and piled high on many tables. Sadly, some materials are lost to us forever and in some cases, the integrity and provenance of the records have been permanently altered. 

There was a definite need to gather, reassess and reorganize the town’s history in one place. I have put in many hours organizing and checking accession numbers to return materials to their original collections (where possible) while being careful to preserve and catalogue everything I found. 

The fire-safe room will secure, protect and make all the active and inactive records more accessible to the town and both villages. Most importantly the records will be in one place with easy access, while keeping then secure and preserving them for future generations.


The Arts and Culture Grant I applied for to pay for Bicentennial events has been received. DEC grants are intended to fund artistic and cultural activities including theater, dance, music, film, video, literary arts, visual arts, folk arts, and multidisciplinary activities designed to benefit the general public in Oswego County.

Decentralization grants are provided by public funds through the New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA) to bring artistic and cultural opportunities to Oswego County residents.

The May events for the Bicentennial Celebration include:

· May 2.......Masonic and Eastern Star Salt Pork dinner

· May 15......County Historian Barbara Dix will present a program on the Underground RR in Oswego County at the Town Hall @ 7pm. Barbara is the Chairman of the Freedom Trail Commission for Oswego County. Her talk will cover the research involved in documenting sites in Oswego County by using records and oral history. She encourages you to share stories, oral history and any information you might have on sites in this area. It should be an interesting and informative evening

· May 26......VFW parade and Chicken BBQ

· one room school house –date and times are to be announced

A little early history: The Scripture District or School District No. 7 took its name from the Reuben Scripture family who were among the early residents of that district and who owned a farm of 600 acres. In this family were seven boys Calvin, Samuel, Stephen, Charles, Horace, William and Norman and two girls Mrs. J. W. Potter and another girl who died when young. Other prominent families in the district were the Widrig, Crandall, Harmon, Snyder, Wallace, Munderback, Thomas and Field families.


In the early 1850s the school registered from forty to sixty pupils and they studied reading, writing, arithmetic and spelling. Pupils brought in any schoolbooks there happened to be in the family and studied whatever they pleased. 


Among the early teachers were Mrs. Ella Sage-Noyes, Lieut. McCarty, Sam King, Loretta Knollin-Blodgett, G. C. Widrig, Mrs. Hattie Wallace and Cora Chapin.


The photograph shows Scripture School that stood just off Rt. 11 on the south side of Fraser Road.

Office Hours: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9-4
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Workshops: I am attending two workshops this month, one in Potsdam and one in Ithaca. While giving my monthly report to the Town Board about the workshops I attended in March a comment from the audience led me to believe some people think these workshops are “a waste of time.” The workshops on Excel Level 1 and 2 (March 26, 27th) were important and yes I received a certificate of attendance. I also received skills that led to my setting up a searchable data base that I can use in my office for indexing the Photograph CD’s and items in the archives. I do not have time to attend useless workshops. I work 30-40 hours a week for this town.  Every workshop I attend is to benefit this town and historians’ office. Every workshop, historians’ conference or meeting is a place to talk about Sandy Creek and what we are doing here. Some workshops are mandatory in the case of writing a grant and even if it is only a “networking” opportunity, I will take it if I feel it will benefit this town. I represent this town on many different levels and want information of your town and villages “out there.” 

The speaker for April 10, Robert Riggio, was very interesting. His program was not well attended and I was disappointed because I thought the topic and his program was one of the best in the Bicentennial series. (Comparing the Iroquois Indian and bible creation story and a discussion of the Indian in early American history) Margaret Kastler, Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Shawn Doyle and I took Bob and his wife Lee out to eat at Uncle Nino’s. They were delighted with the atmosphere and the “Great” food which, they said, was better than Canali’s in Oswego. Mr. Riggio has agreed to come back this year to talk about the Civil War from the Confederate perspective. These speakers and topics are meant to inform and entertain.

May 15, 2003 at 7PM at the Sandy Creek Town Hall

The Underground Railroad in Oswego County: Gateway to Freedom is the 5th in the Bicentennial series.

Before the Civil War, thousands of African American men, women and children fled slavery looking for freedom in the northern states or in Canada. Many of them came through Oswego County. Some of them headed for the City of Oswego, where ships could carry them across the lake to Kingston. Others went around the eastern end of the lake to cross the border at the St. Lawrence River. Still others decided to remain in Oswego County. 

The Underground Railroad was underground only in the sense that it was often (although not always) secret. Sheltered primarily by people of modest means, freedom seekers would hide in attics, kitchens, barns, or even woods. While men would transport fugitives from one place to another, women provided food and often clothing.

Both African Americans and whites maintained way stations for freedom seekers. A network of abolitionists who worked through churches, political parties and sympathetic families sustained freedom trail supporters. Some areas, including the cities of Fulton and Oswego and the villages of Gilbert Mills, Mexico and Port Ontario were more active than others.

Barbara Dix, the Oswego County Historian and “Oswego County Freedom Trail” Commission Chairman will present the 5th program in the Bicentennial series. This program will cover the research in documenting sites in Oswego County by using historical records and oral history. Guests are encouraged to share stories, oral histories and any information concerning Underground Railroad sites in northern Oswego County. (Until I came to Sandy Creek I was active on the Freedom Trail Commission. During my tenure on the Commission a driving tour brochure was created and historical markers were placed on 34 sites in Oswego County.) It should be an interesting and informative evening. The program is free and open to the public and is partially sponsored by Arts and Culture in Oswego County through the DEC grant I wrote. 

Syracuse is the NCAA National Basketball Men’s Champions! 

This is a little history on Basketball at Sandy Creek! (reprinted from Sesquicentennial History of the Town of Sandy Creek 1825-1975)

The game of basketball was invented by James Naismith in 1891, but there is no record of any prominent teams in this area until the early 1900’s.

Outstanding was a SCHS team in 1910-11 which won all but one game. The players were Bill and Glenn Carpenter, Lloyd Sprague, Howard Blount, Jackie (Leland) Blount, Henry Johnson and Claus Thomas. They were joined the next year by Earl Hadley, Ken Snyder and Floyd Blount to form a team that was practically unbeatable through 1913, with victories over Watertown, Fulton and Oswego schools, to name a few.

After 1913 there were no outstanding teams for years, some good individual players like Lyle Muchmore, John Thompson and Chet Cronk shone during the 1920’s. While surrounding schools like Adams, Pulaski and Belleville had school courts with high ceilings, SCHS struggled in the old Sandy Creek Fire Hall (where Irves’ Barber Shop is now), Allen Opera House (the old grange hall, razed when Rt. 81 went through Sandy Creek) and Austin’s Hall (Auction Barn in Lacona, dances were held after games). These ceilings were so low that the top of the backboard was cut off to permit a regulation height rim. For a period of twenty years no Sandy Creek team defeated Pulaski until after the new school gym was completed in 1930-31. In 1933 a team coached by Wally Parker finished second in the league and defeated Pulaski. On that team were Fred Bettinger, Cliff Jones, Mike Miles, Paul Beebe, Dick MacLagger, Clarence (Bud) Thompson and Ted Prescott. None of these players were able to try out for college teams although some possessed the talent, especially Miles, Bettinger and MacLagger

A few years later Coach John Chichton developed Sandy Creek’s first championship team in the Frontier League. From 1937 through 1940 they set an unsurpassed record here by winning three straight championships. The original squad started Clarence Stafford, Bob DeLong, Bob Edick, Jim Quinn, Bill Hoag and Paul Fuller. The next year they were joined by Bob MacLagger, Bob Parker and Bill Fuller. The final year all-star Oren Austen transferred from Mannsville and teamed with Quinn, Delong, MacLagger, Bill Fuller, Maurice Joyner and Jack Wells to win the league and the play-offs, thus retiring the league trophy for good. Others included were Charles Miles, Ralph Bacon, mgr., Dick Blount, mgr., Met Palmer, asst. Coach.

Basketball players in the 40’s: Gordon and Richie Soule, Bob Hazard and Dave Weisenburger. Outstanding players during the 50’s: Norm Widrig, Dick Brennan, Claire Soule, John Sprague, George Scott, Tom Yerdon, Jim and Colin McAdam, Jack Brennan, Ray pappa, Bob Tyfair, Don Ridgeway, Kirk Ellis and Dale Huyck. For the 1962-63-64 seasons the team won 44 consecutive league and non-league games not counting sectionals. They capped a sensational season in ’64, winning their sectional games and copping Class C honors at Syracuse War memorial. Outstanding during the three seasons were Ron Dealing, Dave Mauer, Ray Pennock, Jim Sanderson, Eric Lundgren, Dave Kehoe, Steve Gove, Bruce Killam and Gordie Brownell. (Also included: Wayne McDougal, Peter Miles, Peter Thompson, Tim Mauer, Coach Jack Miller, Joel Hastings, Charles Falvey and Mike Parker. Kirk Ellis became coach in ‘68-69 and two years later they won the Frontier League North Division title. 

Pioneer Cemetery clean-up is a must this year. The earliest settlers of this town are buried there and honor their memory we will. If you have an hour or two and want to help, please call me.

Mini-reunions! So many families have contacted me who are researching the same names that I plan to have “mini reunions” for the old fashioned fair and possibly the Oswego County Fair. I’ll update you as time goes on. The names I have in mind so far are Tifft, Lindsey, Potter, Salisbury, Widrig, and Hurd. (I know I have left names out, but it is a work in progress, so call me with your ideas and family names!) The “keys” to the town made by Jim Allen will be handed out at this time. 
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Volunteer hours: A special thank you to Betty Atkinson, Sally Turo, Phyllis LeBeau and Frances Bellinger for the many hours they volunteer every month to assist in preserving and cataloging the many items in the Town history archives. Betty and Sally are working on the Pierrepont Papers collecting data to be indexed on computer and sorting through boxes of “stuff” to see what is in each one. Phyllis is working on poster boards and doing some computer work. She recently finished a yearlong job that involved copying family files. Frances is working on updating the morgue files. I needed information on the Truex Hat Shop of Lacona and incorporation dates for the villages. (I have the years and am looking for the month and day. I have contacted the NYS Archives and they had nothing.) Frances is researching the paper for the information and has found some information. These women average 200 hours a month and contribute greatly to the workings of the historians’ office. I mentioned women of the town and villages in March who contributed to making this town great and these women should be included. Thank you!  


Fire-safe room (the State of NY refers to this room as a vault) The room is almost complete and Bob Dudley from ASR was in last week to measure the room for the state approved shelving per the Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund grant. He congratulated us on receiving the grant money and was impressed with the progress to date. He knows of other towns with a need for fire-safe storage of their active and inactive records but they were unable to be approved for a grant. We got lucky. I am planning an ‘open house’ in August but encourage anyone who is interested to stop by any Wednesday or Friday to check out the progress. 

In another column I mentioned that the basement of the Town Hall was once a bowling alley. The basement became a ‘dumping’ area over the years between the closing of the alleys and the building of this room. Many locals remember bowling there and have fond memories of those years. A part of our plan was to preserve what we could so, the lanes have been saved and the ball returns have been filled in. The shelving in the room will be placed on the ‘filled in’ area and the walkways will be the old bowling alleys. Outside of the room will be a mini-museum, research area and bookshelves that will house the MANY books in the archives. 

The Northern Oswego County book to be published by Arcadia is progressing on schedule. Each of the nine towns will have a chapter in the book and is allowed 13 pages, which will equal about 26 photographs. This was determined by the size of the book, which is usually 128 pages. Each photo will have a caption and many pictures will be seen for the first time. The first page of each chapter will contain a small map and a brief history of the town. The book is due to be completed and ready for sale at Thanksgiving 2003.

Workshops: I am attending two workshops this month, one in Potsdam and one in Ithaca. 

The April 29th workshop at Potsdam teaches “Imaging and Scanning” and fits right in with the project I have planned for the history collection.  I have been looking for a better way of handling the many photos and old (1803-1850) documents. The town and villages have the largest and best collection of photographs and documents in this county and preservation is important for future generations. 

As historian for the Town of Sandy Creek and Villages of Lacona and Sandy Creek I plan to scan and place ALL photographs and early documents on CD’s. Thank you to the Town and Village Boards, the Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler, Mayor Peggy Manchester and Mayor Steve Nemier for their support in this important project and their continued involvement in preservation of the history of your town. 

As each CD is completed I will make a paper copy of each photo. Each CD and notebook will be numbered alike and the notebooks will be apart of the history display as they are completed.  

Thursday, May 15 at 7pm at the Town Hall Barbara Dix, the Oswego County Historian and “Oswego County Freedom Trail” Commission Chairman will present the 5th program in the Bicentennial series. This program will cover the research in documenting sites in Oswego County by using historical records and oral history. Guests are encouraged to share stories, oral histories and any information concerning Underground Railroad sites in northern Oswego County. It should be an interesting and informative evening. The program is free and open to the public and is partially sponsored by Arts and Culture in Oswego County through the DEC grant I wrote. 

An Alumni display is planned for May/June. Included will be many photographs to identify or just come by to reminisce about school years and share some stories.  Stop by and take a look.

Pioneer Cemetery clean-up is a must this year. The earliest settlers of this town are buried there and honor their memory we will. If you have an hour or two and want to help, please call me. 387-5456 ext. 7

Mini-reunions! So many families have contacted me who are researching the same names that I plan to have “mini reunions” for the old fashioned fair and possibly the Oswego County Fair. I’ll update you as time goes on. The names I have in mind so far are Tifft, Lindsey, Potter, Salisbury, Widrig, and Hurd. (I know I have left names out, but it is a work in progress, so call me with your ideas and family names!) The “keys” to the town made by Jim Allen and decorated by Vicky will be handed out at this time. 

I need crafters and demonstrators of pioneer life for the “Old Fashioned Fair” in September. Contact me at 387-5456 ext.7.

The picture: Recently Perry Hastings came to the town hall to talk about his book and identify pictures. Pictured from left-right is Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler, Perry Hastings, Charlene Cole and Betty Atkinson.
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Photo: The 1910-1911 Sandy Creek High School Basketball Team. Pictured in the first row from left to right: Bill and Glen Carpenter, Howard Blount and his cousin Jackie (Leland) Blount. Second row left to right: Professor Lewis M. Collins, Earl Hadley, Lloyd Sprague and Amer Folsom. This team won all but one game.


I am very interested in highlighting the athletes of this town from early in our history through current day. There are some photos like the one featuring the 1910-1911 Basketball Team in the history archives. I’d like to do a photo display using poster boards and need pictures and a little history on past teams through current day. Please contact me if you can help or are interested in assisting in such a project. 


Karen and Virginia Hurd came to the office last week to share the Hurd Family history. The Joseph Hurd family was one of the earliest settlers to this town.

Joseph Hurd came to Sandy Creek in the spring of 1804 from Augusta, Oneida County with Elias Howe. Joseph and William Skinner (who came in 1803) erected the first saw mill in town. Joseph married Rebecca Hurd ( a distant cousin) and their daughter Laura was the first white child to have been born in this town in February of 1805.


Thank you, Virginia. 


Tim Lawton has placed on loan to the town his Pratt family history, two bibles and many family photos. Thank you, Tim.

Remember the photo of Harold Sampson paying off an election debt when F. D. Roosevelt became President of the United States. (March 18, 2003 in this column) Harold pushed Lawrence Bettinger from Lacona to Sandy Creek in a make-shift wheel barrow. This photo and the information came from a scrapbook donated to the Town and a very alert reader, Robert Radford, came in to question the year of 1932 on the photo. After some research we agree. It probably was taken in 1940 when F. D. R. ran against Wendall Wilkie. F. D. R. was the only president to be elected to four terms and served from March 4, 1933 to April 12, 1945. He died two weeks before Germany finally surrendered in WW2. In 1932 he ran against Herbert Hoover, in 1936 against Alfred Landon and in 1944 against Thomas Dewey. F. D. R. was a Democrat, lawyer by profession and graduated from Harvard University. 

Who can become President? As set forth in the Constitution of the United States, Article II, Section I, Clause 5: “No person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the age of 35 years, and been 14 years a resident within the United States.”

What are the duties of the President?

The President of the United States functions in many capacities: 

1. Head of the State  2. Head of the Government  3. Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces  4. Leader of the President's Political Party   

The President is thus the most unifying force in a political system in which power is highly dispensed, both within the government and between the government and the people.

Thank you, Robert.

Arcadia Publishers just notified us that the proposal written by DeeDee Barclay, Shawn Doyle and myself has been “unanimously approved.” The title, “Northern Oswego County” has been chosen and the pictures and captions are being assembled for the publishers to do their magic. We are excited and know it will be a book to treasure. 

The New York State Council of Genealogical Organizations meeting in Ithaca on April 26th at Cornell University Olin Library proved to be informative and a great networking opportunity. Some of the Pierrepont papers are apart of the “Rare Book and Manuscripts Collection” at the Library. I need to make an appointment to research their holdings and plan to do so as soon as I can.

As a delegate I gave a report on the Oswego County Genealogy Society, Half-Shire Historical Society and the events and happenings in the Town of Sandy Creek. I answered questions about our Bicentennial, the fire-safe room and the archival holdings of the Town. 

Thursday, May 15 at 7pm at the Town Hall Barbara Dix, the Oswego County Historian and “Oswego County Freedom Trail” Commission Chairman will present the 5th program in the Bicentennial series. This program will cover the research in documenting sites in Oswego County by using historical records and oral history. Guests are encouraged to share stories, oral histories and any information concerning Underground Railroad sites in northern Oswego County. It should be an interesting and informative evening. The program is free and open to the public and is partially sponsored by Arts and Culture in Oswego County through the DEC grant I wrote. 

Pioneer Cemetery clean-up is a must this year. The earliest settlers of this town are buried there and honor their memory we will. If you have an hour or two and want to help, please call me. 387-5456 ext. 7
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Thursday, May 15 at 7pm at the Town Hall Barbara Dix, the Oswego County Historian and “Oswego County Freedom Trail” Commission Chairman will present the 5th program in the Bicentennial series. This program will cover the research in documenting sites in Oswego County by using historical records and oral history. 

Guests are encouraged to share stories, oral histories and any information concerning Underground Railroad sites in northern Oswego County. It should be an interesting and informative evening. 

The program is free and open to the public and is partially sponsored by Arts and Culture in Oswego County through the DEC grant I wrote. 

I’d like to honor the men from Sandy Creek who are serving their country for Operation Enduring Freedom. Contact me if you know of someone or can supply a picture and a little information on their service. The article on Petty Officer First Class Patrick Kelly who graduated from Sandy Creek High School was very interesting and will be added to the history collection.

Oswego County Fair meeting at 12noon on May 17th at Half-Shire Historical Society in Richland to talk about Heritage Hall set-up for the Oswego County Fair. President Shawn Doyle and I manage the Hall and its activities. Lunch will be served.  

The county fair seems a long way off but we all know how fast time goes. It will be July before we know it. As historian for Sandy Creek I will have a booth and will take on the responsibility for the “old fashioned school room.” Many new poster boards and photo albums are being assembled for fair week. Please feel welcome to help with the set-up of the room or volunteer to help with the booth. The week of the fair I will be at Heritage Hall from 8am to 5/6pm. The fair opens June 30 through July 5. 


A little history: The Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company


Soon after the burning of the Lane and Pierce Tannery, feeling the need of an industry, a few of the townspeople organized what was known as the “Sandy Creek Wood Manufacturing Company” with Oren Earl, Pit Newton, Hon. D. E. Ainsworth, Julius Robbins, Hamilton Root, M. M. Tucker, B. D. Jones and others as stock holders. 

Tin end wooden butter dishes were for a time manufactured but not at a profit. About 1891, Sandford and Hess of New York came to Sandy Creek and got controlling interest of this company but it was not until Mr. Sandford became sole owner that the business was run on a profit paying basis. Between 90 and 100 persons were employed, making about 125,000 wooden plates, 200,000 pulp plates besides scoops, in a day. At one time when business was flourishing, Mr. Sandford realized about $100 a day. At that time wages were somewhat lower than at the present time. Women were paid from $2.00 to $4.50 a week, with the exception of a few, who worked by the piece and made nearly a dollar a day. Men were paid from $1.00 a day to $9.00 a week. John Outterson was engineer and Jake Mantel was night watchman, each receiving their $9.00 a week, which was extra good wages in those days. F. D. Tiff was the first foreman for this company, but was succeeded after a short time by G. C. Widrig who was already in the employ of the company. Washington Lyons, A. J. Sprague, Joseph Wright and P. M. Newton were also foremen at different times.


About 1912, Mr. Sandford’s health began to fail and gradually the shop work was dropped. For about a year he manufactured wooden silos but finally retired from business and a few years later suffered a shock from which he never rallied. (Centennial Souvenir History)

Found this interesting news item in my file: Wednesday, May 25, 1906. A deed transferring 1,023 acres of timberland in Redfield from William P. Sandford of New York to George R. Blount of Sandy Creek was filed today. Mr. Blount who is one of the leading prohibition workers in the county, giving nearly $1,000 a year to the campaign fund, is one of the largest lumber dealers in this part of the state. Entering the business ten years ago with little capital, there are today few men outside of Oswego and Fulton in the county who can draw their check for a larger amount.

Pioneer Cemetery clean-up is a must this year. The earliest settlers of this town are buried there and honor their memory we will. If you have an hour or two and want to help, please call me. 387-5456 ext. 7


Scripture Cemetery: Remember last year when Chris Vallejo cleaned up and planted flowers at Scripture Cemetery? The flowers are in bloom and the cemetery looks lovely. Stop by! Take a look!


Thank you to MaryLou Morrow for the donation of newspaper clippings pertaining to Sandy Creek.


Thank you to Dave Riley for allowing us to copy several photographs and papers pertaining to Sandy Creek history.
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Memorial Day was known as “Declaration Day” at the turn of the century. 

Photo: This photo shows the members of the A. J. Barney Post of the Grand Army of the Republic gathered in front of the entrance to their meeting rooms in the Union Block. (On the site of today’s village green and the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library) A poster advertising a special excursion train to the State G. A. R. encampment is in the window of the store on the left and is dated either 1903 or 1908.


Only a few of the former Union soldiers could be identified:

Henry Roberts, served as color-bearer for the Post for many years. He had been born a slave, but gained his liberty before the Great Rebellion. He fought in Company F, 29th Connecticut Volunteers.

John J. Hollis, third from the left in the second row, served in the 110th N. Y. Volunteers and in the 2nd Florida Cavalry. He died in 1936 at the age of 94 years and outlived all of his G. A. R. comrades.

Andrew Jackson Newton (called Jackson) is at the left of John Hollis. “Jackson” served in the 147th N. Y. Volunteers seeing action at Gettysburg. 

In the same row, seventh from the left is Palmer D. Cross. (We have a large picture of him and his wife, Sarah Moore Cross, at the Town Hall and one of them outside their farmhouse on the Smartville Road. The simple farmhouse was a favorite resting place for the hard working teamsters hauling logs from the Boylston woods to the Lacona saw mills, for Mr. Cross was generous with the goodly supply of cider which he annually put into the cellar.) Cross served in Company G. 24th N. Y. Infantry, served two years and returned to Sandy Creek, then re-enlisted in Company G. 24th N. Y. Cavalry, serving until the end of the war.


Identification of any other soldiers would be appreciated.



Thank you to Mayor Peggy Manchester for donating basketball photos and clippings from the John and Aileen Crichton estate. Other items donated were scrapbooks containing information on the “OutLook Club.”  These items are a great asset to the history collection and will aid in creating some “sports” poster boards. We were delighted with the addition to the history archives. Mrs. Crichton taught French and Latin in Sandy Creek School for many years and Mr. Crichton was a coach, vice principal and principal for a time at Sandy Creek High School. 


Thank you to Norm Widrig for volunteering to help with the Pioneer Cemetery clean-up. The Goodnough family has offered to help also. Thank you. I’ll keep you informed of the date and hope to get more helpers. Many hands make light work.


Thank you to Legislator, H. Wayne Lindsey for getting the “Proclamation” from Oswego County for the Bicentennial. 


The state-approved shelving will be delivered Thursday, May 15th and hopefully installed that day. Everything has been put on hold for this “big event.” I though this would be a good time to talk a little about shelving and ‘housing’ active and inactive records.


The most efficient means of ‘housing’ records for inactive storage is in standard cubic foot boxes that protect records from light and dust. Not all shelving is appropriate for storing boxes of records. Wooden shelving is not always strong enough to carry the weight of paper, tends to hold moisture and provides extra material to feed a fire in storage areas. Through the natural process of decomposition, wooden and particleboard shelving emit gases that will degrade paper.


All parts of the shelving should be made of steel. The best shelving choice is powder-coated or baked enamel metal shelving. Painted shelving is not recommended.


Bob Dudley from ASR Systems Group, Inc. was recommended by the state to do the job of supplying the shelves for the “vault” and serves as consultant.


The history display for May and June is “Alumni.” (If time allows I plan to begin on the sports poster boards.) Annuals, Yearbooks and many photos are on display.


We have “Annuals” dating 1898-1906, missing 1907-1912, 1913-1921. Questions: Was there ever any for 1886-1897? Do you have any of the missing ones to donate to the history archives? 


We have Yearbooks starting in 1923-1931, 1945-1975, 1977-1993 and 1995-2001. Question: Do you have any of the missing ones to donate to the history archives? 


Sandy Creek Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler, is also the Alumni historian and believes that there were no yearbooks printed from 1931-1945 because of the depression and war years.
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Memorial Day was known as “Decoration Day” at the turn of the century. 

Photo by Tracy Killam from the history archives:


May 30, 1943, the honor roll of men and women from the Towns of Sandy Creek and Boylston who served in WWII numbered 168. 


This triple-paneled plaque honor roll was dedicated on Memorial Day and unveiled by the mayors of the twin villages, Leon J. Williams and Leon Stowell. Willard A. Rowsam and Ray B. Lawton built the honor roll and Arthur Ellis did the lettering of each name, every nameplate being separately attached to the main panels. Later, a fourth panel was added, bearing more names. At least six of the men listed gave their lives to quell the Axis powers; Hugh Alexander, Mark Belrose, Glenn H. Crast, Elmer Guy, Walter Ridgeway and Donald Zahler. 


If you’re interested in reading the names on the honor roll, a large photo is at the town hall. 


The shelving is in and the location areas are marked. Shirley Rice came in and wiped the shelving off so the process of transferring files and boxes to the room could begin. 

Margaret Wing and I are working on re-housing the inactive records for storage. A retention schedule is followed for all Town records. The history archive is a permanent record but not true for all town records. The retention schedule is followed closely.

Thank you to Harriet Hilton and Leitha Wills for the photos and family histories they brought in to share. Thank you to Shawn Doyle and Phyllis LeBeau for the photo reprints and to Barbara Dix for presenting the 5th program of the Bicentennial series, “The Freedom Trail in Oswego County.” The program was well attended and very interesting. Thank you to Shirley Rice for the tablecloths and kitchen items for the town hall. Thank you to Sally Turo for the “eye-glass keepers” so I can always find my reading glasses. (I have an awful time with finding them if the are not hanging around my neck.) AND a special thanks to Pat McCullough for loaning two WW2 paintings by her husband, Steven. Please stop by to see them while they are on display.

Shawn Doyle and I spent several hours on Saturday selecting the photos to be added to the “Northern Oswego County” book to be published by Arcadia. Each photo will be scanned and added to a CD and I will identify each photo on a floppy disk and send the information into Arcadia and the fourth phase of the project will be completed. (phase 1 was completing the application, sending sample photos and getting approved, phase 2 was getting photos and information from each town, phase three was choosing 12 photos for the publishers to pick one for the cover) The book is scheduled to go on sale in November or December of this year.

The Pioneer Cemetery clean-up is on hold because of “black fly season.” I’m hoping for Saturday June 7th or June 14th. 

I attended the 36th annual North Country Music Society’s Concert Series with Barbara Dix, Margaret Kastler, and Sally Turo. Afterwards we took a drive to show Barbara the “historical sights” which included cemeteries, possible Underground RR sites and old school buildings. Our last stop was at the home of Andy Malinowski. George Moore and some family members are buried in an abandoned cemetery on his property. His deed mentions the cemetery and we were able to see the site.

The Battle of Big Sandy and Carrying the Great Cable....

May 28-29, 1814

Soon after the British evacuated Oswego the Americans decided the guns and supplies stored at Oswego Falls (Fulton) must be transported to Sackets Harbor for the frigate Superior. Woolsey located the cargo into 18 boats on the night of May 28. In addition to his crew and the United States Army Riflemen, 200 Oneida Indians accompanied the force along the Lake Ontario Shore. In order to avoid a vigilant British force on the lake, the small flotilla pulled into Sandy Creek, 16 miles south of Sackets Harbor. Unfortunately, one of the American transports was lost during the night and captured by the British, who were now alerted to the American movement.


Woolsey sailed up Sandy Creek as far as he could and started to off-load the cannons and supplies for an overland journey to Sackets Harbor. The British, tto, sailed up the waterway, pursuing the Americans. Major Appling hid his riflemen and the Indians in the woods along the creek bank. Once the British were far enough the creek, riflemen’s fire struck them from all sides. In no time, the entire British force was killed, wounded or captured. The American side counted one Indian dead and one rifleman wounded. 

(next week the carrying of the cable and the locals who carried it)
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Photo: 1898


Lacona’s Fire Department was organized in November 1885 at about the same time as the Sandy Creek Village organized their Fire Department. The fire fighting organizations came into being after a series of destructive fires hit both villages in the early 1880s reducing most of both business sections to ashes at various times over the period of several years. 

Sometime in the late 1890’s when Wilbur Wilcox began a record breaking volunteer service of over sixty-four years, the members of the company gathered for a group portrait. It was probably a Memorial Day, note the flowers held by Mr. Wilcox at the right and Tom Hamer, though not a member himself, is holding the flag in the center of the back row. 

Nearly every man has a flag-encrusted badge on his chest. (We have one in the history archives) Marie Kent Parsons, a past historian writes: “The photographer made this print backwards, for the wording on the badges is reversed.” She has identified two of the men, Fred Smart is third from the left in the back row and third from the right in the same row is George W. Robinson. Mr. Robinson was the first Master of the Sandy Creek Grange, an organizer and director of the Oswego County Fire Relief Organization, and a charter member of the Lacona Fire Department.

These men did their best to fight fires in the days of hand pumps and horse drawn equipment.


Helen Potter researched and created a book on the Lacona Fire Department. The history is in the town archives. 


Thank you to Mark Liszewski for his donation of old newspapers and newspaper clippings to be added to the archives.


Thank you to the Village of Sandy Creek, the Village of Lacona and the Town of Sandy Creek for their support in getting the necessary equipment essential in beginning the “Imaging and Scanning” project. We are unified in our efforts to preserve the history of our town and villages. 


Margaret Wing and I continue to re-house the inactive records for storage in the fire-safe room. 

The Battle of Big Sandy and Carrying the Great Cable....continued

June 4-5, 1814


At the Battle of Sandy Creek, the Americans had successfully captured the British force sent to capture them. The Americans still needed to transport the supplies and cannon destined for the new frigate Superior on to Sackets Harbor as quickly as possible.


They were unable to sail into Sackets Harbor because of the strong British force still searching for them on Lake Ontario. It was decided therefore, to transport the guns and supplies about twenty miles overland. All of the oxen, horses, wagons and militia were summoned from the surrounding countryside to assist in the task. The heavy guns were hauled off to Sackets by teams of horses. A huge cable, 300 feet long, 22 inches in circumference and weighing 9600 pounds, was left behind. This cable of hemp was the raw material, which would be spun into rigging for the frigate, Superior. No mode of transportation could be found to carry this huge cable and after a week’s delay, the local militia regiment volunteered to carry it there on their shoulders. Some accounts say that after coiling as much of the cable as possible on an ox drawn cart drawn by three oxen, the militia took up the rest of the cable and began the journey to Sackets Harbor. It is said that two hundred men carried the cable the twenty miles to Sackets and some of the men bore the scars to their graves. The cable was heavy, rough and cumbersome. They made pads of grass to place between the cable and their shoulders and worked in rotation, 100 carrying while 100 walked along to rest. 


The cable carrying procession left Sandy Creek at noon and arrived at Sackets Harbor toward the evening of the third day. They were met by thousands of shipbuilders, soldiers and sailors. Martial music was played and kegs of whiskey were rolled out to celebrate the occasion.


The names of some of the men who carried the cable were: Charles Alton, Jabez Baldwin, Daniel Beals, Asa Carpenter, Fred Canough, Harmonius Ehle, Nicholas P. Gurley, Samuel Goodrich, Ebenezer Howe, Charles Hollister, Isaac Mosier, Moses Morey, Jonathan Snyder, John Tuttle, Jacob Widrig, Isaac and Benjamin Weser, Christopher Wodell. Most of these men are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. 


Anna Jones Bartlett, a great-granddaughter of Captain John Otis, had compiled this list of cable carriers: Captain John Otis, Cyrus Hall, Chester Howard, Christopher Edwards, Edwin Ehle, Horace McKee, Silas Lyman, William Streeter, Benjamin Grennell, David Caulkins, Henry Knapp, W. W. Hibbard, Truman Steele, Roswell Davis, John Hughes, Joel Thomas and Edward Barnard.


This information comes from Nell DeLong: “Back in the fields, in the rear of the Frank Ramsey farm, four miles out on the Henderson Road from Sackets harbor is the remnant of the military road that was followed by the cable bearers of 1814. The road runs the full length of the Ramsey farm from the west, crosses over into the Brodie land, across Bedord Ridge and then through old farmland of the Westcotts and thence to and past the monument. Traces of the old road can still be seen.” (This came from a paper she read before the Oswego County Historical Society on September 27, 1949)
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Photo: Sandy Creek Fire Company. This photo was taken c.1937

A charter member (unidentified) wrote about the early beginnings of the fire department in 1930: “Our first efforts as a fire company were meager in the extreme as we got no help or support from the village whatsoever. The village bought a little hand pump and one hose cart with about 500 feet of hose. They gave us a little old shed on South Main Street nearly opposite the residence of Major M. A. Pruyn.....Upstairs in this little building was our meeting room and the first meeting was called to order by the late editor of the news F. Dudley Corse, who I think was elected the first chief although I am not positive in regard to that. However we had no uniforms of any kind so were rather a joke as a fire company. Therefore we arranged a little home talent show and took in $115 with which we bought some blue caps and little gray blouses....That little old pump was about as effective in time of a fire as a school boy’s squirt gun made of sumach or alder would be.  Nevertheless we were a dignified, well organized, bountifully equipped fire company and therefore expected to combat any conflagration which might ever arise, even up to the size of the Chicago fire. As compensation for any and all our efforts in the saving of life and property for others at the risk of our clothing, to say nothing of our lives or health, we were magnificently rewarded by exemption of tax, amounting to 80 cents per annum, also exemption from jury and military duty (in time of peace) and taxation on $500 personal property.”

The LGRMIF grant deadline of June 30th nears rapidly and progress continues on the “fire-safe room.” I met with County Historian Barbara Dix on June 3rd and came back with some archival materials and some pointers on “coding” the permanent records of the town and villages. 

Vorea Christian School  

Lucille Pretory, three wonderfully passionate teachers and students took a field trip to Sandy Creek Town Hall on Monday, June 2. They looked at history displays, had lunch and asked Judge James Maring, Town Supervisor Margaret Kastler and myself about our jobs. The questions were well thought out and each child asked a question and took notes. What a group of great kids! Ten children came: Brielle Hardy and Kyle Nellis are in 3rd grade; Rachel Bennedict, Shannon Garvin, Ashley Gregory, Carl Hurd, Russell Levack, Mathew Sedore, Austin Warren, and Sandra Warren are in 4th grade.

A few questions they asked me were: What is your job title? Were you appointed, elected, or hired? What education/experience was needed to get your job? What types of things do you do? How many hours do you work each day? Do you have an office? What do you like least/best about your job? Why is your job important? What advice do you have for us?

The children told me a little about their school. The school began with 15 children in 1999 and went from K to 6th grade. Today there are 27 students and the grades are K to 8th. 

I talked a little bit about Sandy Creek history and showed poster boards on explorers, early travel and farming, early settlers, the civil war boots with a bullet hole, early schoolbooks, the 1854 Braille bible, the railroad photos and poster board and much more. They enjoyed finding their parents and grandparents in the yearbooks, enjoyed the story about the “Big Cheese” and were impressed with the story of the first white child born in the town, Laura Hurd, especially when they realized that Carl Hurd may be related to her.
The “Northern Oswego County” book, published by Arcadia, is also on schedule. This book will feature photographs and old postcards from the nine towns of northern Oswego County.

Thank you to Betty Archer, Shawn Doyle and Dave Riley for their donations to the history archives.

Saturday, June 21st an “Afternoon Tea” sponsored by the Outlook Club will be held at the Sandy Creek Town Hall from 2pm-4pm.  The Garden Club’s “garden tour” will be held that same day from 12 to 2pm. 
Jill Mattison found this on the Internet at oldbooksandpapers.com and I reprint it here to conclude the War of 1812 series in this column. There is a copy of this at the Town Hall with the military display.

Tuesday, June 21, 1814, Connecticut Courant

British Account of their Sandy Bay Loss, Montreal June 1

British Account of the Affair at Sandy Bay

Note: This is reprinted exactly as it was written originally and spelling errors are left in. 

It is with extreme regret we have to acquaint the public with the unfortunate result of a gallant enterprize by the boats of our squadron on Lake Ontario, under the command of Capts. Popham and Spilsbury of the Royal Navy, against a flotilla of the enemy’s craft laden with naval stores, which had got into Sandy Creek on its way from Oswego to Sackett’s Harbour. On the morning of the 29th ult a large boat with two 24 pounders and a 19 1-2 inch cable for the enemy’s new ship was captured by our squadron, having sailed from Oswego the evening before with fifteen others. Capts. Popham and Spilsbury, with two gun-boats and some smaller craft, having on board about 200 seamen and marines, entered the Creek on the morning of the 21st, where the enemy’s flotilla were shortly afterwards discovered. Parties were landed on each side of the Creek and proceeded together with the boats, without opposition, to within about a quarter of a mile from the enemy, when suddenly, a considerable force, consisting of 150 riflemen, nearly 200 Indians, and a numerous body of militia and cavalry attacked and soon overpowered our small party whose gallant resistance to such numbers proving unavailing, a surrender became indispensable to save our brave men from certain death. Our loss on the occasion was 19 killed and 50 wounded. Mr. Hoan, master’s mate of the Montreal, is among the killed, and Lts. Cox and Kagh, of the marines are severely wounded. The boats also fell into the hands of the enemy.
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PHOTO: One of the photos going into the “Northern Oswego County” book produced from Arcadia is this photo of the (1831) old Methodist Episcopal Church. About 1879 the old church entered into its “gayest era” when it became the Allen Opera House (when the M. E. Church moved across the street) and in 1923 the building became the home of the Sandy Creek Grange. The building was razed for the construction of Interstate Rt. 81 in  1960.

Thank you to Pauline Tanner and Sharon Keating. I was looking for early photos or postcards for the “Northern Oswego County” book depicting the Sandy Creek Fair. I called Pauline for help. She made a few phone calls! Sharon found Fair postcards in her husbands’ scrapbooks and loaned us one for the book. (We should have some in the archives because they appear in history books, sketches and Yesterday’s Album but I have yet to find a one! If you have any you could loan me for the “Imaging and Scanning” project, please call me.) When choosing pictures for this book I wanted to cover all aspects of history in this town, not an easy task when I could only pick 26 pictures. I will list the ones I used in the next column. Thank you, ladies.


The fire-safe room project is coming along. Many of the inactive record books and materials are in tough shape. The dust and mold is unbelievable. Hind-sight being 20/20, we realize that these permanent records should have been housed properly from the beginning. One hundred plus years ago the importance of these records to future generations was not understood and today we have the responsibility to take care of these valuable records. Many records were just placed onto shelves or in odd boxes and were never housed properly at all. Old minute books, tax books and documents tell us who lived in this area early on. And the work goes on to meet the deadline of June 30.

Remembering  "OLD SANDY"

The original record book of the Sandy Creek, Richland, Orwell and Boylston Agricultural Society, as it existed in 1937, contained the minutes of the first meetings and the lists of the premiums awarded for the first three years of the fair at Sandy Creek. The first entry in the book related that, "The citizens of the town of Sandy Creek met at the Town Hall July 17, 1858, pursuant to notice, for the purpose of organizing an agricultural society in said town. Whereupon John Boomer was called to the chair and M. A. Pruyn appointed secretary."

After drawing up a constitution in which the society was dedicated to the "promotion of Agriculture, Horticulture, Mechanical and Household Arts," the meeting then proceeded to elect officers as follows: O. R. Earl, president;  Horace Scripture, vice president;  E. H. Sargent, secretary; W. W. Alton, assistant secretary;  P. M. Newton, treasurer; M. A. Pruyn, general superintendent of fair and grounds.

The directors were: B. G. Robbins, A. S. Warner, P. H. Powers, Freeman Davis, N. P. Gurley, Abraham Pruyn, W. Marks, J. A. Clark, Samuel Scripture, John Davis, W. T. Tifft, W. C. Weaver, Lorenzo Salisbury, Morgan L. Wood and M. A. Pruyn.

The first annual Cattle Show and Fair of the Sandy Creek, Richland, Orwell and Boylston Agricultural Society was held at Sandy Creek (then often called Washingtonville), September 13 and 14th, 1858 on the site of the present fairgrounds having been donated by O. R. Earl, the first president of the society. 

The grounds were then heavily wooded and some acres smaller than now. The racetrack, when built, surrounded the whole grounds, from the houses on Ellisburg and Franklin Streets about to the present ball diamonds on the west and cattle barns on the north. The citizens of the town donated many days of work to put the grounds in shape.

At the first fair the smaller articles were displayed on two long tables set under the trees. On one table were dairy products, grain and vegetables and on the other quilting, needlework and domestic items. Poultry was displayed nearby in coops set on planks. The only building was a 20x25 foot barn, used for a hall. Animals were tied to fences or trees and let out into a cleared off circle for showing.

All exhibits for that first fair were divided into 25 classes and the complete record of winners, as they were listed in the first secretary's book, appeared as part of "Sketches," local history feature in December 1937 issues of the Sandy Creek News, through the efforts of the late Nanette Hamer, then the Town Historian. First and second prizes were cash and third prizes earned diplomas.

One such diploma, awarded for a pair of geese, hung on the wall of one local home for a long time, according to the late Albert R. Stevens. In 1935, at the time of his 92nd birthday, Mr. Stevens who had by that time attended all 77 local fairs held in Sandy Creek, recalled that the early fairs had boasted a crude, hand-powered ferris wheel, not more than 20-25 feet high and having four seats with handle bars on each side where men stood in order to push the wheel around.

In 1891, E. H. Sargent, who was secretary of the agricultural society for many years, said that the total receipts at the first fair were $700 and the society cleared nearly $200 that year. We know from the early records that the first hall built on the grounds cost $200 and was called the "Hall of Industry," and was probably financed from those first profits.

The 146th Oswego County Fair is June 30-July 5th.  

I will be at the county fair all week at Heritage Hall, which is located at the back of the fairgrounds off Franklin Street. Half-Shire Historical Society President Shawn Doyle and I co-chair the building and encourage you to stop by. We work hard to make the building a fun, historical experience. Every day has special events and different historians' who showcase their towns and villages’ history. Research materials are on site and we are available to help people researching their families.
Monday, June 30  Towns of New Haven, Mexico, Palermo, and Scriba will showcase their towns

Tuesday, July 1  Albion, Parish, Williamstown, Amboy will be featured with research areas

Wednesday, July 2 Richland (Pulaski), Sandy Creek, Boylston, Redfield, Orwell, Osceola, Ellisburg. Sandy Creek was combined with these areas because of their proximity. Research areas will be available. Children book authors will be on hand with copies of their books and they plan to do “readings.” (Hope Marsden, Lettie Petrie and Keitha Peterson)

Thursday, July 3  Cleveland, Constantia, West Monroe, Hastings Day

Friday, July 4  Military Day will include the DAR, Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Civil War, and hopefully the Gold Star Mothers will have a display. Video tapes of the different wars will be played throughout the day. (I am looking for WW1 and WW 2 tapes to borrow for the day or week.) Last year Florence Gardner played patriotic music mid day and will do so again this year.

Saturday, July 5  Postal Day

Saturday, July 5 Granby, Volney, Schroeppel, Oswego City, Oswego Town, Hannibal, Minetto, and Fulton Day. 

Several authors will be on hand throughout the week for book signings.

Phone at Heritage Hall, Oswego County Fairgrounds is 387-3257.
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Photo: An interior view of one of the halls, dating to 1915, showing the “...First Grange Exhibit at the Sandy Creek Fair...” Frank W. Stone, then Master of the local Grange is at left, next to George W. Robinson, first Master of Sandy Creek Grange in 1874.


Sandy Creek Fair-June 30-July 5 


Heritage Hall Activities at the Sandy Creek Fairgrounds


In the last column I listed the Oswego County Town and Villages that will be highlighted each day at Heritage Hall. The historians for these areas will be available to help researchers on the assigned days. We encourage you to come every day as we have planned interesting people and events each day. Other interesting scheduled events are:


Sunday, June 29th  4pm unveiling of Arts and Culture of Oswego County funded project “Windows on the Past”, a photo display of the nine towns in Half-Shire’s region set in old window panes. Mary Yerdon, Jeanette Crooks, Charlotte DeGaetano, Pat Tanguma and others have spent a great deal of time on this great project. A reception will follow.  Linda Miller will weave rugs part of the day on the societies 200 year old loom.


Monday, June 30 At 6pm the Scrapbooking Club will meet in the building and answer your questions, share ideas and information.


Tuesday, July 1 Larry Rogers, Antique Appraiser will be in Heritage Hall from 10am to 2pm and will appraise pieces for a small fee.


Wednesday, July 2  Will feature Sandy Creek as well as other towns. From 11am to 2pm Historical children’s authors Lettie Petrie (“Adirondack Fairy Tales” and “Minnie The Mule”) and Hope Marsden will be signing books and reading to children. Also, Keitha Peterson author of “Drummed Out” the story of the former communities of Fort Drum site will be in to sign her book and talk to people.


Saturday, July 5  10am to 1pm Jim Meyers of Auburn will talk to visitors about restoration of old books. 12-3pm the Sandy Creek Post Office will be applying the commemorative post mark for the fair 


I will be at the Heritage Hall on the fairgrounds all week. The phone number is 387-3257.
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PHOTO:  Sandy Creek High School graduating class of 1883.

Pictured: 

· back row from left to right-Andrew H. Scott, Harvey A. Harding, Leon C. Ball, Melvin D. Herriman

· middle row: Benjamin G. Robbins, Ambrose F. Widrig, Clark J. Welch, Fred O. DeLong

· front row: Abbie Brown-Davis, Effie Daley-Sheldon, Dr. Lavina Davis, Addie Blodgett-Sage

History of Early Schools in Sandy Creek


While the town of Sandy Creek was not officially established until 1825, a log house was built in Lacona in 1807, financed by private funds. Before that, pupils were taught by Mamrie Harding in the home of her father.


From 1825-1835, thirteen school districts were established by the town fathers, each named for a prominent family in the area. Each school was maintained by private tax on citizens of the area. Teachers were paid $1 a week and “boarded around.” They were required to attend all church services and provide Sunday School instruction. A strict dress code was specified and entertaining “gentlemen friends” was not permitted during the school week. 


From 1835-1871 town officials decided to consolidate the village districts, 9 and 10, into a Union Free School, according to a newly enacted New York State law. After several special meetings, with much heated debate recorded, citizens elected by a vote of 66-15 to establish the Union School.


The first high school class graduated in 1878.


The Sandy Creek Teachers’ Training Class was organized in 1885.


In 1892 the first yearbook and newspaper were published.


In 1914 a second brick building was erected west of the original building. The latter became the grade school, replacing the East and West Primaries.


In this 57 year period, 18 principals were employed in Sandy Creek:


B. E. Whipple 1871-1875


J. G. Williams 1875-1876


J. Edmund Massee 1876-1885


R. G. Rounds 1885-1887


P. C. Wilber 1887-1889


R. A. McDonald 1889-1891


W. C. Tifft 1891-1893


Ransom H. Snyder 1893-1899


F. E. Arthur 1899-1901


G. E. Brownell 1901-1905


R. B. Kelly 1905-1907


H. R. Soper 1907-1909


Mildred G. Pratt 1909-1911


Louis M. Collins 1911-1916


Martin Soule 1916-1920


E. J. Bond 1920-1925


Harold Peet and Arthur Whistler 1925-1928


1928-1942 A. Elmo Cole, a Constantia native and graduate of Syracuse University was hired as school principal and served in this capacity for 24 years. 


Sandy Creek formed a school centralization, as advocated by the NYS Education Department. Much heated debate ensued, but a substantial majority of voters approved the redistricting in 1942. The new area now included the schools of Redfield and Orwell, along with one-room schools in parts of Boylston, Richland, Osceola, Williamstown and Ellisburg. It was designated Sandy Creek Central School, District One, Oswego County.


When the centralization was voted in 1942 all of the Sandy Creek common districts joined the central district except District 12 in the Ontario Bay area. Most of the schoolhouses were sold to individuals for remodeling into homes. Eventually District 12 joined the central school district.


Thank you!  Outlook Club members Betty Archer, Pat Beck, Sally Bettinger, Theresa Brown, Eileen Lobdell, Shirley Machemer-Hence, Gail Pennock, Roberta Spencer, Jeannie Weaver and Nan Winters were as disappointed as I was about the poor turn-out for the “Afternoon Tea.” They prepared a variety of food and deserts, dressed for the occasion and waited. Thank you, ladies for the fine effort.

At the June 23 Oswego County Genealogy Society meeting (I am editor of the newsletter for the society) we invited William R. Farrell, author of “Classical Place Names in New York State, Origins, Histories and Meanings” to speak to the group.  On page 28 is his explanation of Lacona. 


LACONA  A village (pop. 593) Town of Sandy Creek, Oswego County. The village was named for the ancient country in Greece. About 1870 a local Baptist minister chose Lacona (which is thought to be a poetic reference for the word “lake” because of the pulchritudinous view from the village toward Lake Ontario. One noted toponymist states that the name is a “pseudo-Latin” word for the “lakes in the area.” In any case Greek mythology tells us that Laconia derives from Lacedaemon (las a DEE mon), son of Zeus and king of this ancient land.


Lacona, also written Laconica, was a country on the Peloponnese, a peninsula in southern Greece. Lacedaemon inherited his kingdom from his father-in-law, King Eurotas and afterwards named his capital Sparta (Lacedaemon) to honor his wife. Cape Taenarum, one, one of the entrances to Hades, is located nearby. Sparta became the military power and dominated the region in the fifth and fourth centuries B. C. Rome took control of this area in 146 B. C. Today Laconia is one of Greece’s Departments or States.

The 7th program in the Bicentennial Series will be held on July 17-7pm at Sandy Creek Town Hall and will presented by Sandy Bonanno-Nature Conservancy-“Sand Transport Project”; a “Dune Grass Display” by John Petreszyn and “Sand Dune Preservation” by Ron Fischer will all be featured and proves to be an interesting program. Please plan on stopping by. Refreshments will be served. 

I will be at Heritage Hall all week. The phone number at Heritage Hall, Oswego County Fairgrounds is 387-3257.
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PHOTO: Ackerman’s Grove, Sandy Pond, NY


Ontario Bay House, Ackerman’s Grove- 

The main resort section known, as Ontario Bay was included in a farm bought about 1866 by John Bishop. To the young people of the day who liked to go there for picnics, it became known as Bishop’s Grove from the fine stand of native chestnut trees.

As early as 1880 there was located on the property adjoining the John Bishop Grove on the southwest a small camp built by Charles Watkins and his friend, John Henry Bentley. Both loved sailing, fishing and hunting and the camp was originally built to house a boat that Mr. Bentley already owned. As years passed, other cottages were built, together with hotels until Ontario Bay became a sizable community.

In 1905, George Ackerman of Lacona purchased a 50-acre farm ($3500) in the extreme western end of the Town of Sandy Creek from John Bishop. Included in the farm was Bishop’s Grove on the North Sandy Pond shore, a popular picnic spot during the last three decades of the nineteenth century. By the time it became Ackerman’s Grove, the area also included several cottages built on lots leased from Mr. Bishop. Among the first cottages erected there was one belonging to T. W. Harding of Lacona, built in 1894.


By 1909, Mr. Ackerman’s son, H. W. Ackerman and J. E. Willis of Herkimer were operating “Fernside” boarding house. Summer tourists brought a steadily increasing trade to Ackerman’s Grove, and by 1911 a three-story addition to the Ontario Bay House was needed to take care of the guests. Mr. Bartlett eloquently described the attractions of the grove, “...fragrance of wild wood flowers, the checkered shade, the boating and the fresh breezes...” By 1924 Harm Ackerman’s hotel served a record 13,000 meals between Memorial Day and Labor Day.  

The 7th program in the Bicentennial Series will be held on July 17-7pm at Sandy Creek Town Hall and will presented by Sandy Bonanno-Nature Conservancy-“Sand Transport Project”; a “Dune Grass Display” by John Petreszyn and “Sand Dune Preservation” by Ron Fischer will all be featured and proves to be an interesting program. Please plan on stopping by. Refreshments will be served. 

What are Sand Dunes? Sand dunes are basically long ridges of sand and other sediments piled on the shore by wind and wave action. The sand is held together by plants, such as American beachgrass. This plant’s leaves trap sand and its branching roots prevent the sand from blowing away. 

The dunes grow as sand is blown onto them and trapped by plants or snow-fencing building them higher and higher. American beachgrass is especially important since it can survive being covered with sand. As the dunes get larger and more stable, plants such as artemisia, eastern cottonwood, poison ivy and sand dune willow take root and add to the staying power of the dune.

Why did the dunes form here? Off the eastern Lake Ontario coastline is an underwater sandbar that formed thousands of years ago, when the shoreline extended further west into the lake. Sand for the dunes comes from this ancient, now-underwater beach. Eventually, a very long time from now, all the sand will be washed ashore.
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The Town of Sandy Creek is celebrating its Bicentennial with a series of programs and speakers. 

The 7th program in the Bicentennial Series will be held on July 17-7pm at Sandy Creek Town Hall. The program will be presented in three parts: Sandy Bonanno-Nature Conservancy-“Sand Transport Project”; a “Dune Grass Display” by John Petreszyn and “Sand Dune Preservation” by Ron Fisher. 

The program is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served. 

For additional information contact Charlene Cole, Town and Village Historian or Margaret Kastler, Town Supervisor at 387-5456.
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PHOTO: The Wigwam Hotel got its start in 1890 from a small camp for fishermen and duck hunters, friends of Bertram Ostrander and his brother Harry. Each year it became more popular and eventually grew into a hotel. After 1925 it had a succession of owners, burned in 1947 and was re-built shortly after that.


The Oswego County Fair is over! Many interesting visitors came through Heritage Hall to view the displays from different towns and speak to the historians on hand. Many thanks to the volunteers who helped with the sales table, made cookies, talked with visitors and were instrumental in keeping the building running smoothly. Thank you to Rae Allen for the quilting demonstrations and Margaret Currier and Florence Gardner for the chair canning demonstrations. Thank you to Florence Gardner and Dan Althouse for the patriotic music and singing on the 4th of July. Thank you to Roderick Forth for the use of military video tapes and Jim Shutts for the TV and VCR.

In addition I’d like to thank:

· Judy Tompkins loaned us several period costumes for display

· Mary Mason loaned us doilies to beautify our glass display cases

· George Williams, Oswego County Clerk

· Glenna and Dick Gorski for their donation of the 1883 SCHS graduating class invitation.  It reads “The class of ’83 invite you to attend their anniversary exercises, June 15, 1883. The Utica Philharmonic Orchestra will furnish music.” What a treasure to add to the collection and place with the photo of that graduating class.

· Denise Yerdon and the Lacona VFW for the loan of the photos of the men from the area who fought in WW2. Marion Dillabough saw the collection of photos and donated a picture of her husband, Jim 

· Martin Fischer shared information and photos on Rail City and will bring a display to the fairgrounds in September.

· Tammy Ridgeway has donated information and the military uniform of John Ridgeway to the town archives.

· Information is needed on William Fife, a stone mason, who was apparently drowned in 1850 

· Charles LeRoy is looking for a SCHS 1988 yearbook. His was lost in a house fire

· MaryLou Guindon for the home-made cookies

· Sally Turo for the loan of school items, Phyllis LeBeau for the many hours donated behind the sales table, Frances Bellinger for the help with the Alumni display and Betty Atkinson for her support and good humor.

I hope I have not left anyone out. So many people help to make Heritage Hall be the successful, interesting building it is and has become at the Oswego County Fair. 

Thank you to the Outlook Club for their monetary donation to the Town history department. I have purchased two books for the research area in their name.

The 7th program in the Bicentennial Series will be held on July 17-7pm at Sandy Creek Town Hall. The program will be presented in three parts: Sandy Bonanno-Nature Conservancy-“Sand Transport Project”; a “Dune Grass Display” by John Petreszyn and “Sand Dune Preservation” by Ron Fisher. 


In my June monthly report to the Village and Town boards I include volunteer hours for each month. I thought my readers would be interested in knowing the total volunteer hours from January through June equals 1,918. Thank you to all we help to preserve our history. There is so much to do I couldn’t do it without them. When you see them please thank them for their service to your community; Sally Turo, Frances Bellinger, Phyllis Le Beau, Betty Atkinson, and Shawn Doyle. Recently Sara Peck and Regina McClusky have given hours to the history department. 

Several projects continue in the history department:

· Active and Inactive storage housed and placed in fire-safe room

· Imaging and Scanning Project

· Photos removed from posters and put back into accession files while new posters are being created

· DEC grant continues-Bicentennial Celebration and speakers 

· New grants are being researched for 2004


The 6th program in the Bicentennial Series was sponsored by the Outlook Club members Betty Archer, Pat Beck, Sally Bettinger, Theresa Brown, Eileen Lobdell, Shirley Machemer-Hence, Gail Pennock, Roberta Spencer, Jeannie Weaver and Nan Winters were as disappointed as I was about the poor turn-out for the “Afternoon Tea.” They prepared a variety of food and deserts, dressed for the occasion and waited. Thank you, ladies for the fine effort.

Contact me by:    

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7   

Fax: 387-2702            

e-mail: sandycreekny@tcenet.net

Check out our Web pages: 

http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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PHOTO: 

A few columns ago I included a photo of the members of the A. J. Barney Post of the Grand Army of the Republic gathered in front of the entrance to their meeting rooms in the Union Block. 

This photo is of Henry Roberts who served as color-bearer for the A. J. Barney Post of the Grand Army of the Republic for many years. He had been born a slave, but gained his liberty before the Great Rebellion. He fought in Company F, 29th Connecticut Volunteers. We have his military records and an episodic play written by Marie Parsons detailing the life of a former slave based on this man. 

On Thursday, July 10th I attended the meeting of Region 8 Association of Public Historians in New York State at Constableville, New York. We met at the Hilltop Tavern at 9:30am so the day began very early. The first speaker was Michael Seelman, Senior Investigator for the New York State Division of Cemeteries. Seelman has been an investigator since 1997, based in Syracuse and covers most of upstate New York east of I-81. His presentation covered cemetery law and funding for abandoned and vandalized cemeteries. 


After lunch we were introduced to the Lewis County Chairman of the Legislature, who was there to welcome us to Lewis County and, with Oswego County Historian, Barbara Dix, present an “Award of Merit” to a public historian. To my surprise it was me!  “Award of Merit presented to Charlene Cole, Historian of the Town and Village of Sandy Creek and the Village of Lacona. In recognition of her significant contributions as a public historian for: securing grants for fire proof storage of records in the Town of Sandy Creek; the cataloguing and organizing of the collections on behalf of her representative Town and Villages and providing public access to those documents and objects and planning of the Bicentennial celebration of Sandy Creek.” It is always special to have our work recognized by our peers. 

Dickinson Fowler, Lewis County Treasurer, spoke on understanding the budgetary process and Robert Arnold, Chief of Government Records Services at the NYS Archives gave a presentation on the access and care of public records. Historians at the meeting were interested in knowing more about the fire-safe room, the grant writing process, housing of the town and villages’ active and inactive records and the Bicentennial Celebration events and activities. It was an exhausting day but well worth the time and effort.


Immediately following the program we were given a tour of the Lewis County Historian’s Office and the Lewis County Historical Society. At the end of the day I made a special side-trip to see the William Constable Hall. (In 1791, William Constable, Alexander Macomb and Daniel McCormick purchased four million acres of land that became known as the “Macomb Purchase.” This tract included some parts of Herkimer and Oswego Counties as well as all the lands that are now included in Lewis, Jefferson, St. Lawrence and Franklin Counties.)


The new history display features men’s and women’s hats and accessories. Unrelated but always interesting are the wooden plates made at the Plate Factory. These plates from the archives are on display also. In the town archives we have two stacks of 6 inch plates and just two 12 inch plates. Many a Sunday school picnic was undoubtedly enjoyed on plates like these for they seem to be the forerunner of the paper ones so common today.

The 8th Program in the Bicentennial Series will feature “Life Saving Stations at Big Sandy” by Francine Glassic on August 2 & 9th. “Ship Wrecks on Lake Ontario” featuring the wheel from the ship “John Burt” and “Downed WW2 planes at Sandy Pond” by Mark Barbour on August 21st. Sandy Pond photos and display boards are being made ready in anticipation of these speakers for August. 


September 12, 13, 14th an “Old Fashioned Fair” is planned. We are planning the events and activities now. Demonstrators of pioneer life, history displays, music, square dancing, mini-reunions, instruction on soap making, canning meat and jellies, a local farmers market and crafters are in the planning. 

Contact me by:    

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7   

Fax: 387-2702            

e-mail: sandycreekny@tcenet.net

Check out our Web pages: 

http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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PHOTO:  BIG SANDY LIFE SAVING STATION 

The 8th program in the Bicentennial Series will be held in two parts. Saturday, August 2nd will be presented by Francine Glassic and will cover the history and background of  “Life Saving Stations on Lake Ontario” at 7pm at the Town Hall. Thursday, August 21st Mark Barbour will present “Ship Wrecks on Lake Ontario “and” Downed WW2 planes at Sandy Pond. 

The ‘John Burt’ was a three-masted schooner that was caught in a fierce gale and went ashore near the north end of Little Sandy or North Pond on September 26, 1892. According to the Sandy Creek News, February 27, 1969 and the Gananoque Reporter, October 1, 1892, the three masted-schooner, loaded with 23,000 bushels of corn from Chicago, was headed for the Kingsford starch factory in Oswego. Seaman William Foods of Sandy Beach, Michigan and the cook, Alice Lane of Detroit, were killed in the accident. The captain and five other crew members survived.  

February 1969, 77 years later, the wheel of the “John Burt” was discovered by snowmobliers along the shore of Lake Ontario. The wheel was donated to the Town of Sandy Creek and is now apart of the history archives.

LGRMIF Grant:

The fire-safe room is complete, the final report has been completed and work continues on active and inactive record storage. The “bowling alley” will be unrecognizable to any of you who bowled there. The ball returns have been filled in and the “bowling alley lanes” have been saved. Work on the ceiling, fresh paint on the walls and getting a working bathroom is needed but we have come a long way. The fire-safe room fills about half of the space towards the back, the “museum” will use the rest of the space except for an area I have planned for genealogy workshops or school children visits. The room at the back of the building will be the “genealogy research area.” This room will house research materials, books, records and files for the general public. The monthly history display will continue in the Town Hall and the photographs on the walls will remain. These displays are enjoyed by all who visit. An open house is planned in August and we encourage everyone to come and visit. 

The “Imaging and Scanning” work is progressing. Original photos and postcards are being removed from the old posters and new posters are being created. Thank you to Phyllis LeBeau for the many hours she devotes to reconstructing these boards. Irene Fuller has joined our group and is working on a computer project. 
Rene Elliott sent some data regarding Blount Lumber Company that she had found in regards to the Linn tractors they owned/used through jobbers like John E. Johnston of Port Leyden. She is looking for more information on Linn tractors either used by Blount or other logging operations.  She says, “I know Crofoot and Felshaw used them up in the Diamond area where they cut one up by the schoolhouse about 1952. Dean Williams, over to Redfield had two, one of which is thought to have come from Blount. The Linns Blount purchased through Johnson in 1919 went to Nichols Mills/Pit Four area on the Adirondack RR line where it crosses Little Woodhull Creek, where they had a mill until the mid 1920s.”


September 12, 13, 14th an “Old Fashioned Fair” is planned as a part of the Bicentennial celebration. The Bicentennial committee will be meeting soon to plan the events and activities. Demonstrators of pioneer life, history displays, music, square dancing, mini-reunions, instruction on soap making, canning meat and jellies, a local farmers market and crafters are in the planning. 


Mabel Carnrite will be 100 years old at the end of August. Jeanne McKown is preparing a “story” on her life for the papers. Contact Jeanne or this office with any item you’d like to share.

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7   

Fax: 387-2702            

e-mail: sandycreekny@tcenet.net

Check out our Web pages: 

http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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PHOTO: Bowling will remain apart of the history of the Town Hall. We have saved trophies, bowling balls and photographs. This photo is unidentified.  Can anyone identify these “pin boys”? 

Blount Lumber Company: For those of you who are new to the area or do not remember when the Town Hall was the Blount Parker Employee Recreation Center, here is a brief history....The facility opened on Wednesday, December 8, 1948. The completed building provided room for four bowling alleys in the basement (where the fire-safe room is now) with locker rooms for men and women and the latest, up-to-date soda bar. The auditorium seated about 300 for meetings and had a stage and movie equipment. In front of the auditorium on the main floor was a lobby, lounge, billard room and service room which had kitchen facilities. Other amenities included Ping-Pong tables, shuffleboard and dart games, a reading room that also served as a card room, and lounge available for club activities. Every room had a jukebox.  On the second floor above these rooms, was an apartment for the manager of the building. This apartment has a living room, dinette, kitchen, two bedrooms and bath. The building was opened to the public (January 22, 1949) with certain restrictions and benefits to the employees. The building was maintained by receipts from the bowling alleys, pool and soda bar with any deficit to be made up by the Blount Companies.

The “Northern Oswego County” book published by Arcadia is completed, proofed and in the hands of the publisher. We are happy with the end result and hope to have them for sale soon.

August Bicentennial Events: 

August 2- at the Sandy Creek Town Hall at 7pm- Big Sandy Life-Saving Station, part one. In honor of Coast Guard Day August 4th Francine Glassic will present an illustrated program covering the history and background of the remarkable life-saving station heritage of the Sandy Creek/Ellisburg region. Well over 100 men from this area served in the coast guard and its predecessor, the US Life-Saving Service, over a period of more than 80 years. 

August 9-at the Sandy Creek Town Hall at 2pm- Big Sandy Life-Saving Station, part two. Francine Glassic will present a program of readings from original letters, documents and narrative accounts of wreck and rescue from the Annual Reports of the US Life-Saving Service. We are looking for a few people to participate as readers. 

August 10- You are invited to an open house at the Town Hall to see the fire-safe room on Sunday, August 10th from 1-4pm.  The grant deadline was met and the state inspection and paperwork was completed and we continue the work of housing the active/inactive records.

August 21- Thursday, August 21st Mark Barbour will present “Ship Wrecks on Lake Ontario “and” Downed WW2 planes at Sandy Pond. 

August 23- Lacona Depot Stamp Cancellation from 9:30-11:30 at the Depot.

Old Fashioned Fair

September 12, 13, 14th an “Old Fashioned Fair” is planned as a part of the Bicentennial celebration. The Bicentennial committee will be meeting soon to plan the events and activities. Demonstrators of pioneer life, history displays, music, square dancing, mini-reunions, instruction on soap making, canning meat and jellies, a local farmers market and crafters are in the planning. Heritage Hall will be open with displays and activities and will be staffed by local historians. 

LGRMIF Grant:

The fire-safe room is complete, the final report has been mailed and work continues on active and inactive record storage. Work on the ceiling, fresh paint on the walls and getting a working bathroom is needed but we have come a long way. An open house is planned on August 10th and we encourage everyone to come and visit. 

When Kent Stuetz, New York State Archives Regional Advisory Officer, came by to check on the LGRMIF Grant completion and paperwork, we talked about the next step in records management. Yes, there is always a next step. Funding will not be available to repair the ceiling or painting walls but he has advised me to look towards microfilming and digitizing of records. The process includes a workshop, evaluating records that should be digitized and getting a vendor quote. The application needs to be completed and mailed by February 1, 2004. This sounds like a long way off but with the projects I have committed myself to, like the Bicentennial, Imaging and Scanning of the photographs for the Town and Villages, indexing materials and the active/inactive records storage, I am quite busy. Thank you to the volunteers (Sally Turo, Frances Bellinger, Betty Atkinson, Phyllis LeBeau and Irene Fuller) who come every week and work very hard to preserve Sandy Creeks’ history. 

Contact me by:    

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7   

Fax: 387-2702            

e-mail: sandycreekny@tcenet.net

Check out our Web pages: 

http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek
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The Town of Sandy Creek August Bicentennial Events: 

August 2- at the Sandy Creek Town Hall at 7pm- Big Sandy Life-Saving Station, part one. In honor of Coast Guard Day August 4th Francine Glassic will present an illustrated program covering the history and background of the remarkable life-saving station heritage of the Sandy Creek/Ellisburg region. Well over 100 men from this area served in the coast guard and its predecessor, the US Life-Saving Service, over a period of more than 80 years. 

August 9-at the Sandy Creek Town Hall at 2pm- Big Sandy Life-Saving Station, part two. Francine Glassic will present a program of readings from original letters, documents and narrative accounts of wreck and rescue from the Annual Reports of the US Life-Saving Service. We are looking for a few people to participate as readers. 

August 10- An open house! The fire-safe room is completed and an open house is planned at the Town Hall on Sunday, August 10th from 1-4pm.  

August 28- Thursday, August 21st Mark Barbour will present “Ship Wrecks on Lake Ontario “and” Downed WW2 planes at Sandy Pond. 


These events are free and open to the public. 

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

 Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

The Town of Sandy Creek is celebrating 200 years of history. Our first settlers, the Skinner, Lindsey and Noyes families settled here as early as 1803. We are celebrating by having an Old Fashioned Fair with fiddlers, square dancing, games and demonstrations on early life!

OLD FASHIONED FAIR, SANDY CREEK, SEPTEMBER 12, 13, 14TH AT THE OSWEGO COUNTY FAIR GROUNDS.

Wanted: Vendors, crafters and artisans for the 

Old Fashioned Bicentennial Fair!

Needed: 

· farmers to sell their produce

· home processed canned goods for competition and judging (canned meat, pickles, jellies, jams, fruits, bread and rolls, vegetables from your garden, fall flowers from your garden)

· crafters and artisans to demonstrate and/or sell their wares (knitted and crochet items, tatting, dress making, Christmas decorations, toys, etc.)

· Spaces are free and will be in buildings on the fairgrounds. First Come first serve

Other planned events include demonstrations on quilting, canning chairs (bring a chair to be canned), weaving, historical displays, mini family reunions, food, music, candle and soap making, basket weaving, instruction on making fringe mittens and much more!

Contact Historian, Charlene Cole or 

Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler at 315-387-5456

Charlene Cole
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 Sandy Creek, New York 13145
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PHOTO: Gas Well at Lacona, NY


A visit from Leon Crandall at the Oswego County Fair brought about awakened interest in the gas wells of Sandy Creek. He shared a photo he had of a gas well from the area from about 1920. Burt Crandall is thought to be in the picture. We talked a little and I showed him what little I had on the gas wells of Sandy Creek. The above photo is the only one in the history archives and a copy of the one Leon had has been added to the collection.


I found a listing of the gas wells in the area and reprint it here for your information and ask for additions or corrections.

· Back of T. Lundgren

· Back of Summerville Funeral Home

· Property of Hazel Wilcox Lewis on the North Ridge Road

· Back of the former Tad Harding home in Lacona on Harwood Drive

· Harvey Robbins farm north of the Smartville Road

· On Ernie Stubb’s farm east of Route 11 south of the village

· Back of the former Grant or Plaisted House, South Main Street on the west side

· On Lake Road-Everett Miller farm on the south side of the road

· Back of where George Stevens lived in Lacona-probably on K. Crandall

· Two or three on or in area between the Bob Dana Road and the Fraser Road, southwest of the village-were on the property owned by the Kent family

· Roy Cummings thought one of those above Lacona might have been about back of where John Woodard use to live on the Boylston Road

· There might have been one or more in the area of the Art Learned and Harold Zahler farms

· Jack Parker came by and looked over the list and thinks the one on the Pitt Barker farm near the old RR was where Blount Lumber was located.

The first indication of gas found hereabouts was an oily scum noticed on the water that seeped out at the foot of the ridge on which Salisbury Street is located. Sandy Creek was the first town in the county to develop natural gas fields and their development is largely due to the enterprise of George L. Hydorn and Orasamus S. Potter. In May, 1888 the Sandy Creek Oil and Gas Company Limited, was incorporated and drilling began that year. The first well being located on the flat directly north of the Baptist Church on Railroad Street, now Harwood Drive. Gas was struck on February 2, 1889.


The Old Fashioned Fair: September 12, 13, 14th    Vendors, crafters farmers, gardeners and artisans are encouraged to sign up for a booth. All booths are free and are opened to everyone. Crafters and artisans can demonstrate and/or sell their wares (knitted and crochet items, tatting, dress making, Christmas decorations, toys, etc.) Home processed canned goods can be entered for competition and judging, (canned meat, pickles, jellies, jams, fruits, bread and rolls, vegetables from your garden) as well as fall flowers from your garden. Spaces are free and will be in buildings on the fairgrounds. First Come first served!


Thank you to Judy Tompkins and Carolyn Yerdon who are helping with the planning of the Bicentennial Old Fashioned Fair. The Town of Redfield recently celebrated their 200th and Carolyn and Judy were on their planning committee. They shared ideas and gave us advice on planning the three-day event. Present were Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Phyllis LeBeau, Frances Bellinger, Barbara Smith, Evelyn Rule, Pat Fregoe, Tom Jones and Margaret Kastler. The next meeting will be Wednesday, August 13th at 2pm and we encourage you to attend or discuss the event with any of the above people. 


A time capsule will be created. Town residents are encouraged to add items of interest to be opened in 2025 on the 200th celebration of the Towns’ Incorporation.


The stamp cancellation for the Bicentennial has been approved and I need Erin Clark and her parents to contact my office.


I had a visitor from North Carolina last week and this letter was found on the Internet and forwarded to me. I reprint it in part because it shows the potential impact of the history archives and the co-operation of archives and historians in Oswego County. “Just returned from a wonderful genealogy vacation in Oswego County and Jefferson County, New York. Here are a few comments that I hope might help others in their research. My first stop was the Oswego County Records Center where I had the opportunity to meet Barbara Dix. There is a wide range of records to be found there, and Barbara is extraordinarily helpful. 
 
Barbara insisted that I contact the Town Historian for Sandy Creek, Charlene Cole. She said that Charlene has done an incredible job of 
collecting local historical and genealogical records, so I made arrangements to go see her. To say that Charlene is a ball of fire is an understatement! She has the energy of 10 normal people. She went out of her way to show me the archives and their plans for the future; then she sat me down at a table and brought me stacks upon stacks of relevant information - family files, cemetery indexes, biographies and more. The information wasn't limited to Sandy Creek either. She has lots of information for the surrounding towns as well. While I was there she introduced me to another person researching one of my surnames (Phyllis LeBeau), a second person who does lots of cemetery fieldwork in the area (Keith Willis), and finally, to a member of the Halfshire Historical Society (Shawn Doyle). I'll get to him in a minute. I would strongly recommend contacting or visiting Charlene if you have ancestors in Sandy Creek or any of the nearby towns. You won't be disappointed.”              Mike Curtis 

Mike makes reference to Shawn Doyle, Half-Shire Historical Society President, Nancy Searles, Town of New Haven Historian, Florence Gardner, Town of Albion Historian, Glenna Gorski, Town of Williamstown Historian and George Widrig, Richland Hamlet Historian. 
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PHOTO: Wyman’s Store, Sandy Pond c. 1940  (now Eddie’s Cove)  The store was started on a small scale by Eugene Wyman in 1922. He began operation in his garage across the road from his cottage, trucking merchandise from Syracuse and Lacona in a Model T Ford.  In 1946 he sold the business to his only son, Robert.


Sally Sessler from Sandy Pond came by to share information and photos for the Sandy Pond book. I am gathering information for a Sandy Pond book with a little history, photographs and some personal stories from local residents to go on sale at the Old Fashioned Fair in September. To take part in this first printing, please contact my office with your stories, photographs or just mail me the information. (P.O. Box 52, 1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek, NY 13145)


The “Open House” was held on August 10th. Some of the exhibits will remain on display. There are several poster boards showing the basement mess to the building of the fire-safe room to the present. The books showing the “Imaging and Scanning” work was a popular display. As we go along we are placing photos on CD’s and then making a copy to put in notebooks for public viewing. It will take alot of notebooks but it will be worthwhile to be able to see and locate every photo in the archives. I had a display, which showed a document and a photo that had been destroyed by mold because of improper preservation techniques. All of the work I am doing will prevent future neglect and preserve our precious items and photographs. 


Thought you’d be interested in knowing the total volunteer hours for the month of July were 768 hours for the Town and both Villages. Thank you volunteers!


Ann and Steven McMillen from Ohio (Edith Willoughbys’ daughter) came by with her collection of Sandy Pond postcards for us to copy to CD. 


August 23-Lacona Depot Stamp Cancellation sponsored by Half-Shire Historical Society, to be held at the Historic Lacona Railroad Depot from 9:30 to 11:30 and will coincide with the 1st days issue of the 2004 Half-Shire Historical Society Calendar “Railroading in Half-Shire Country.” 

August 28- Thursday, August 28th Mark Barbour will present “Ship Wrecks on Lake Ontario “and” Downed WW2 planes at Sandy Pond at 7pm at the Sandy Creek Town Hall. 

This month I complete my 2nd year as historian for the Town and Village of Sandy Creek. I have been historian for the Village of Lacona for 6 months. I am proud of the accomplishments and progress we have made and the fact that others want to emulate our success. Two grants, a fire-safe room for record storage, a Bicentennial Celebration, the beginnings of the “Imaging and Scanning” project, indexing and cataloging of history materials, the creation of history calendars and this weekly column seems like a successful two years from where I sit. Thanks to all of you who have supported me on this endeavor and to the volunteers who have worked so hard on preserving our history.

September 12, 13, 14th Old Fashioned Fair: We will celebrate our Bicentennial in style at the Oswego County Fairgrounds with music, square dancing, a farmers market, craft exhibits, demonstrations of weaving, quilting, canning chairs, soap and candle making, history displays, mini family reunions and much more. We are asking that people bring items from their gardens to display the “fall bounty” from our area, including flowers. All booths are free and open to demonstrators and crafters to show and sell their wares. 

I am still looking for items to be put in a “Time Capsule” to be opened in March 2025.  

Book Conservation and Restoration Project: The project to restore the vital record books and the “first minute books of the Town of Sandy Creek” began in 2000 when money was appropriated into the Town Clerk’s (Margaret Wing) contractual fund. The project began in 2001 with the register of births and deaths dating from 1885-1913 and continued in 2002 with the marriage registers dating from 1881-1937. All books were returned to us with the pages trimmed, flattened, neutralized, encapsulated in Mylar and beautifully rebound. In 2003 the conservation of the three-volume set of the Sandy Creek Town Minute books was preserved. The set begins on “the first Tuesday of May in the year of our Lord 1825” and are in Margaret Wings’ office. They were proudly displayed at the Open House on August 10th. 
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PHOTO: At the beginning of 2002, Mrs.Tanya Trudells’ 7th grade class was invited to draw an image depicting Sandy Creek. Erin Clark’s winning drawing was submitted to the post office and has been approved for the 1803-2003 Bicentennial stamp cancellation, which will be available at the fair. 


Mark Barbour will present a program at the Sandy Creek Town Hall on August 28th at 7pm. The program will discuss Ship Wrecks on Lake Ontario and "Downed WW2 planes at Sandy Pond. The ships’ wheel from the “John Burt” will be displayed at the program.

The Old Fashioned Fair: Bicentennial 1803-2003-September 12, 13, 14th.


The purpose of the Old Fashioned Fair is to emulate the fairs of old. The music and dancing, the excitement of competition with pies and home processed canned goods (gift certificates from local merchants will be used instead of ribbons), sack races and games for children, crafters selling their wares, a farmers market, demonstrations of quilting, weaving, basket making, candle and soap making, history displays and great food by the Sandy Creek Grange, and much more. There will be no admission charge or booth charges. Come and help us celebrate 200 years.

At the beginning of 2002, Mrs.Tanya Trudells’ 7th grade class was invited to draw an image depicting Sandy Creek. Erin Clark’s winning drawing was submitted to the post office and has been approved for the 1803-2003 Bicentennial stamp cancellation, which will be available at the fair. 

We need crafters and vendors! Items are needed for the “Time Capsule.”   


If you see Mabel Carnrite or Perry Hastings wish them a Happy 100th Birthday! Maybe they will have some longevity secrets to share.


Loan/Gift Agreements  I have had several people in my office the past few weeks, including for the Open House, and the question came up about donating items to the history archives. They are skeptical about donated things to the town for preservation because of our “past history” for storage and retrieval of artifacts. They worry about ‘when I leave’ what will become of their donations and I feel it is time to address the issue. 

I am working hard to set up a system by which your precious items and memorabilia will be properly stored and preserved. The fire-safe room was the first step. The indexing and cataloging process will create easy access for myself and inevitably the donor families. The fire-safe room is always locked and off-limits to the general public and all artifacts are stored there. The accession number and shelving number will easily and quickly locate any artifact in the archives. If the accession number for a collection or item was 79.1 and the shelving unit was G 14 01, I could locate it immediately. (the letter G indicates the shelving unit (each unit is identified by a letter) -the number 14 indicates the exact shelf on the G shelving unit and 01 is the exact space on the shelf)

Many donors come back to “look at” their previous donations. One example is the Civil War shoes of Moreau Salisbury. He enlisted in Co. G, 24th Infantry on April 29, 1861, was promoted to Sergeant September 1862 and mustered out May 29th, 1863. One of his boots shows the path of a bullet and is always a favorite of visiting school children. The family comes regularly to view their ancestors’ boots and relive the story of his heroism. 

Bob Greene came in last week and was pleased with the storage and availability of the Ribstone Silo items he had donated. 

The Loan/Gift Agreements are used for all items being loaned or given to the town and both villages. Gifts are forever and Loans are for the length of time specified by the donor. If you have any questions, feel free to stop by. 

Jack Parker, Strat Killam and Andy Zahler came by to share more information on the Sandy Creek gas wells. Thank you!

Thank you to Norman Widrig and Margaret Kastler for their time and efforts in naming the “pin boys” at the bowling alley from a recent photo and article. Several others named a couple of boys (Cynthia Bachar and Pat Miller) but with diligent detective work these are the names we have come up with, see if you agree, (l-r) Lawrence Wood, Bob Bachar, ‘Gib’ Johnson, Doug White and Arnie Caufield. 

Thank you to Richard Gibbs who has been a great help to us in the clean-up of the basement and the flower beds around the town hall.

Ellsworth and Rosie Barber came to the open house and sent a lovely card of appreciation to my volunteers and me for our work on the history archives. I would not have accomplished as much as I have without the help and continued support of these volunteers. Thank you!

Archives Week-October 12-18th-This year the “Archives Week” events will showcase our history exhibits, a tour of the fire-safe room (for those of you who couldn’t come to the Open House on August 10th) and a tour of our new research room. The new poster-boards created by Phyllis LeBeau will be highlighted.
Contact me by:    
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e-mail: sandycreekny@tcenet.net

Check out our Web pages: 

http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek


          http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sclacona
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

 Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

The Old Fashioned Fair: Bicentennial 1803-2003-Sandy Creek September 12, 13, 14th.


The purpose of the Old Fashioned Fair is to emulate the fairs of old. The music and dancing, the excitement of competition with pies and home processed canned goods (gift certificates from local merchants will be used instead of ribbons), sack races and games for children, crafters selling their wares, a farmers market, demonstrations of quilting, weaving, basket making, candle and soap making, history displays and great food by the Sandy Creek Grange, and much more. There will be no admission charge or booth charges. Come and help us celebrate 200 years.


Call Charlene Cole or Margaret Kastler at 387-5456 for more information or securing a booth.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

 Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

September  2003

HISTORIANS’ CORNER #35

PHOTO: This Rail City photo shows visitors getting a bird’s eye view of lake Ontario and Rail City from the top of the 50 year old New York Central Water Tower. (Rail City, Scenic Highway #3, Sandy Creek, NY) Famous “Old #38” in front of tower was the last steam engine to make a passenger run into the Lacona Depot on June 6, 1954. On that last run eight Pullman style passenger cars full of railroad enthusiasts arrived in Lacona to see the engine retired from the line and lifted onto a special flatbed for transport to Rail City. This photo and one of the Depot is in the Half-Shire Calendar.


Labor Day weekend signals fall leaves and school bells....and in Sandy Creek the week before the “Old Fashioned Fair.” September 12, 13 and 14th is upon us, so mark your calendars. We need crafters and vendors! Call 387-5456 if you or someone you know is interested.

The purpose of the Old Fashioned Fair is to emulate the fairs of old. The music and dancing, the excitement of competition with pies and home processed canned goods (gift certificates from local merchants will be used instead of ribbons), sack races and games for children, crafters selling their wares, a farmers market, demonstrations of quilting, weaving, basket making, candle and soap making, history displays and great food by the Sandy Creek Grange, and much more. Mini family reunions scheduled so far include the Tifft, Lindsey, Greene and Salisbury families. Other families are welcome to join in. Items will be placed in the “Time Capsule” to be opened in 2025. Erin Clark will be on hand to see her drawing come to life as a stamp cancellation. Martin Fischer and Bob Groman will display Rail City photos and memorabilia. Come and help us celebrate 200 years of settlement, 125 years for the Village of Sandy Creek and 75 years for the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library. There is no admission charge or vendor/craft booth charges. Just fun!

We just learned that “Entergy” has given all Oswego County Municipalities a tree to plant for Arbor Day. Our tree will be planted at Scripture Cemetery. Lacona will plant their tree by the Depot. 

Speaking of the Depot, the Lacona Post Office issued a commemorative post-mark, created by George Widrig, on Saturday, August 23. Half-Shire Historical Society sold the “2004 pictorial Historic Railroad” calendars and along with great weather it was a very successful event. We toured the Depot and shared future plans for the restoration with 40+ visitors, sold Lacona Depot postcards and Half-Shire sold calendars. The calendars carry the commemorative post-mark and are on sale from Half-Shire Historical Society for $7. Thank you to Sally Turo and Betty Atkinson who are always ready to give up a few hours to help and to Sue Edick. 

Following the construction of the Rome and Watertown Railroad through the town of Sandy Creek in 1851, a station was established just east of the Village of Washingtonville. (now known as Sandy Creek) This rail stop was known as “Sandy Creek Station” and later the name was changed to Lacona in 1870.


Mr. Luke Salisbury visited this past week. His great grandfather was Moreau Salisbury. The civil war boots with the hole through them belonged to Moreau Salisbury. We had a nice visit and he is hoping to return in September for the fair and the mini reunions. 

Contact me by:    
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The Town of Sandy Creek Settlement Bicentennial Committee invites you to be apart of the Old Fashioned Fair, September 12, 13 and 14th. 

The Proposed Mission Statement:

Whereas the lands within the township of Sandy Creek were first settled in 1803 we feel it is an appropriate time during the year 2003 to take time to reflect on the past 200 years and celebrate the township’s experiences and history.


Throughout the year we aspire to highlight the natural beauty, the civic, fraternal and religious organizations, and the people past and present within the boundaries of the town.

The purpose of the Old Fashioned Fair is to emulate the fairs of old. The music and dancing, the excitement of competition with pies and home processed canned goods, sack races and games for children, crafters selling their wares, a farmers market, demonstrations of quilting, weaving, basket making, candle and soap making, history displays and great food by the Sandy Creek Grange, and much more. There will be no admission charge or booth charges. 

We are asking local businesses to donate a gift certificate to be used as prizes for fair competitors. We ask that the donation is kept at $5. 

Thank you,

Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

 Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

September  2003

HISTORIANS’ CORNER #36

PHOTO:Pictured is the Salisbury family picnic (#88.9.20). Luke Salisbury came by my office to look for photographs of his family aand look at his great grandfathers’ Moreau Salisbury’s Civil War boots with the bullet hole through one boot. Moreau Salisbury is the seventh person from the left in the front row. This photo was taken on July 4th, circa 1900 and is a gathering of the Salisbury family at a picnic. Unlike many of the photos in the history archives, this photo identifies all present, except two. All (except the Rev. and Mrs. Seymour, front row, far left) were direct descendants of Reuben Salisbury, a millwright and miller, who brought his family to Sandy Creek about 1820.


The Bicentennial Old Fashioned Fair is scheduled for the weekend of September 12-14. See the front page of the Salmon River News for more details.
The Sandy Pond Souvenir Book will go on sale at the Old Fashioned “Bicentennial” Fair. 

Bring your items for the “Time Capsule” 


On Sunday we will have cake and punch in honor of the 125th Incorporation of the Village of Sandy Creek.


I have created a “history quiz” for the children to pick up at the fair. It is as much fun as it is informative.

Sandy Creek Village celebrates 125 years! There has always been a question as to the exact date of the incorporation of the Village of Sandy Creek. We always knew the year was 1878 but the date was very hard to find. I asked the readers of this column, checked the history archives and finally called the Library at Albany. Still no luck! Whenever time permitted I searched the Sandy Creek News and this weekend I got lucky. Arthur H. Wart, past historian and Village Mayor of Sandy Creek wrote an article entitled, “Looking Back 100 Years...The Incorporated Village of Sandy Creek.” Extracted from the article is this information:


The Incorporation of the Village of Sandy Creek-September 4, 1878! The men who formed the Committee to Incorporate the Village of Sandy Creek were: 

· Oren R. Earl who was involved with the development of the Town and Village since 1837; 

· Pitt M. Newton who was a progressive businessman who was born in the Town of Sandy Creek; 

· Julius S. Robbins, came with his parents to Sandy Creek in 1818 and was a successful merchant; 

· Matthew M. Earl, a nephew of Oren R. Earl and was engaged in farming and later a cashier of the Oren R. Earl Bank; 

· Danforth E. Ainsworth who came to Sandy Creek with his parents from Clayton, NY and became a distinguished attorney, a member of the NYS Assembly and gave the gift of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library to this town.


How did the people vote on September 4, 1878? Four hundred and five went to the Town Hall and voted. Of this total, 247 said yes and 158 said no. Majority in favor of incorporation, 69. 


Theresa Walsh was the lucky winner of the Ainsworth Library quilt. Congratulations.

Phone: 387-5456 ext. 7   

Fax: 387-2702            

e-mail: sandycreekny@tcenet.net

Check out our Web pages: 

http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sandycreek


          http://community.syracuse.com/cc/sclacona
Charlene Cole

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

 Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

September  2003
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PHOTO: This photo from the archives is unidentified except for the “Ackerman Cottage, Sandy Pond” written on the tree.  Do you recognize the cottage or maybe you have a photo like this in your collection and can identify the cottage and some or all of the people. Contact me.

The “Sandy Pond Memories” book went on sale at the Old Fashioned Fair and is now on sale at the Town Hall through my office or stop by the clerk’s office.

The book contains history of the Pond, photographs and personal memories from families that have been on the pond for several generations. This book is by no means complete. It is a Part 1 and we encourage others to share stories and photographs for another book.

Old Fashioned Fair News

This column is being written a few days before the fair begins but I would like to thank the Bicentennial Committee, Judy Tompkins and Carol Yerdon, Shawn Doyle, Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Phyllis Le Beau, Frances Bellinger, Richard Gibbs and Margaret Kastler for their help and guidance in this endeavor. With the exception of Judy and Carol, none of the rest of us has ever taken on a project like this. We all worked very hard to make this a fun and memorable event to celebrate the Bicentennial of the first settlers. 

This Bicentennial year has been alot of work and all of it to bring this community together in friendship and the love of history. 

· The History Calendars were a success 

· January we began the year with a “Community Luncheon”

· February was the “Big Cheese Party” at the town hall 

· March was Women’s History month and Felicity Hallanan shared insight into Marietta Holley’s life and times

· April Robert Riggio, a retired history teacher presented a program comparing the Iroquois Creation story to the Book of Genesis 

· May, the county historian Barbara Dix presented the Underground RR in Oswego County

· June, the Outlook Club held an “Old Fashioned Afternoon Tea”

· July, the Nature Conservancy presented “Sand Transport Project  by Sandy Bonanno, “Dune Grass Display” by John Petreszyn and Sand Dune Preservation by Ron Fisher

· August, two Life Saving Station programs presented by Francine Glassic 

· August, Mark Barbour presented an interesting program on “Ship Wrecks and Downed WWII planes”

· August 10th we planned an Open House to visit the History Center and the fire-safe room

· Lacona Depot stamp cancellation 

· September the “Old Fashioned Fair”

· The Incorporation date of the Village of Sandy Creek, September 4, 1878 

· Throughout the year the Masonic and Eastern Stars have served meals to the community and plan two more on September 19 and October 17th
· October 25 we celebrate Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library’s 75th year with a “Memories” program and refreshments at the Library.

· October is also Archives Week and an Open House is planned

· October-“Wild Women Weekend” sponsored by Yvonne Kopy

· November I plan a workshop for kids

· All of the speakers,  artists and reproduction of many posterboards (to remove original photos) has been sponsored by the DEC Arts and Culture Grant I wrote for this Bicentennial year

This year was for you. This is your history and your community. I

hope you made at least one event. Thank you to Mary Coon for her support and Judy for all the hours she spent typing the press releases and my long columns.

Thank you to these businesses who donated Gift Certificates that were used at the Old Fashioned Fair: Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library, Carnsie’s Irish Wigwam, Shar’s Country Diner and  Holiday Corners.

Thank you to Ralph Chase for the use of the County Fairgrounds, the workers and the Sandy Creek Grange for supplying the food for all three days.

Patriot Day was September 11. A display was set up at the fair. 

Items to be placed in the “Time capsule” are still needed. The capsule will be sealed and placed at the Town Hall to be opened in 2025 when this town will celebrate 200 years of Incorporation. I will place items surrounding the Early Settlers Bicentennial events, information on the grants we have received and photos of the before and after of the fire-safe room, a “Historians Column” or two, a yearly report from my office to show the progress of the history department, etc. What would you like to see placed in there? 

Contact me by:    
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PHOTO: This photo was taken at the Bicentennial Fair. Pictured from l-r: Jill Mattison (Village Clerk), Charlene Cole (Village and Town historian), Margaret Kastler (Town Supervisor), Josie Nemier and Mayor Steve Nemier. The cake was in honor of the 125th Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Village of Sandy Creek and was enjoyed by all.


Photos of the Lindsey families from Georgia, Florida, Maryland and Michigan met at the mini-family reunion held at the Bicentennial Fair and will be pictured in a future column as well as the Hurd family, the Tifft family and the Salisbury family. Each family received a plaque and a key to the town and all enjoyed meeting with other families and residents of the town.


The stamp cancellation was very successful and Erin Clark and Post-mistress Donna Coe were kept busy for hours. Thank you to both of them for their time. I have extra items at the office with the cancellation on them for anyone wishing to purchase a postcard, envelope, Washingtonville map or Sandy Pond Memories book. The cancellation is available at the post office for 60 days. 


Thank you to Jeanne McKown, Don Marquart, Jill Mattison and Faith Frenyea for their contributions to the history archives. 


Thank you to Uncle Nino’s, Captain Thompson’s Antiques and Karen’s Kountry Flowers for their gift certificate donations. These and the businesses listed in last weeks column generously donated certificates to be used as prizes for the flower and canned goods judging events. Everyone received a ‘participant ribbon.’ The winners were:

· Barb Smith-flower arrangement

· Pauline Tanner-canned goods

· Connie Luce-canned goods

· Tonya Grossman-canned goods

· Jeanne McKown-flower arrangement

· Judy Tompkins-canned goods

· Lisa Bullock-corn stalks

· Penny Edick and Pat Murdent-canned goods

· 5  children were given a “free video rental” from the library when they played games

Thank you to Barb Smith, Evelyn Rule, Felicity Hallanan and Shirley Rice for watching over the crafter/vendor building. Thank you to the Grange for the wonderful meals throughout the weekend. 

The free web-page I have managed for the past two years for the town and villages will be closed by the end of November so I am looking for another free space to post information. I will keep you updated.

The history center has purchased a glass case from Faith Frenyea to display items safely in the town hall. 

Items to be placed in the “Time capsule” are still needed. The capsule will be sealed and placed at the Town Hall to be opened in 2025 when this town will celebrate 200 years of Incorporation. I will place items surrounding the Early Settlers Bicentennial events, information on the grants we have received and photos of the before and after of the fire-safe room, a “Historians Column” or two, a yearly report from my office to show the progress of the history department, etc. What would you like to see placed in there? The Grossmans’ and McKowns’ have placed wedding anniversary announcements and Erin Clark has included her stamp cancellation drawing. 

Thank you to Al Wart and the town road crew who cleaned up the Pioneer Cemetery (Goodnough District) before the Lindsey and Woolaver families came to visit. It was so overgrown that it was an impossible task without them. There is much work left to be done and I need volunteers to rake, probe for the fallen stones, help with standing stones and donations of spring flowers to be planted. Can you help? Stephen Lindsey (1760-1841) a Revolutionary War Soldier and first pioneer to this town and his wife, Sally McNitt are buried here. Other family names include Sprague, Potter, and Woolaver. 

The “Sandy Pond Memories” book went on sale at the Old Fashioned Fair and is now on sale at the Town Hall through my office or stop by the clerk’s office. The price is $10.

The book contains history of the Pond, photographs and personal memories from families that have been on the pond for several generations. This book is by no means complete. It is a Part 1 and we encourage others to share stories and photographs for another book. 

September 24th-the 2003 Community Tree Initiative funded by Entergy Nuclear Northeast will be planting trees in the Town of Sandy Creek. The Village of Lacona will plant their tree at the Depot at 1pm, the Town of Sandy Creek ‘Bicentennial’ tree will be planted at Scripture Cemetery at 2pm and the Village of Sandy Creek will plant their tree at the Fairgrounds at 3:30pm. 

I will be in my office Wednesday, September 24th and at the tree planting ceremony.

September 25, I will be appointed to the NYS Region 5 Advisory Committee. This appointment is important to all of us. It looks good on all future resumes, all future grant applications and is a “feather in the cap” for the town and both villages.

September 26, my office will be closed. I am attending the retirement party for County Historian Barbara Dix from 11am to 3pm. 
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PHOTO: The Lindsey Family traveled from Florida, Georgia, Michigan, Maryland and Sandy Pond to meet each other at the mini-family reunions at the Old Fashioned Fair! The family photograph shows from left to right: Richard Lindsey Jr., Gaylord and Paulette (Potish) Lindsey, Debbie (Newman) Johnson, Christina Lindsey, Joyce (Lindsey) McPherson, , Richard Lindsey, Charlene and Bill Newman, Trey Johnson, Helen Lindsey and Dana Johnson.

My monthly report (for August) to the Town Board was updated and this information was added for the September 17th meeting. 

· Volunteer hours for the month totaled 608. 

· Thank you to Jim Allen for making more “keys to the town” and Vicki Nellis for painting them. These keys and plaques have been given to pioneer families and families whose ancestors gave generously of their time and talents to the town. Some were given out at the fair and others are yet to be presented. 

· The first series of keys and plaques were given out at the mini-family reunions at the fair. To date these families have received keys and plaque Lindsey, Tifft, Salisbury, Hurd, Sprague (Helen Blount Salisbury’s son-in-law came into the office last week for his families key and plaque. The family reads this column weekly but was unable to attend the fair.)

October 2003 is a busy one so mark your calendars

Archives Week-October 13-18-As a part of the Bicentennial I have an Open House planned for Wednesday, the 15th and Friday, the 17th. I will be there all day, both days, so stop by.

Bob Groman will present a program entitled “Loosing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” on Wednesday, October 15th at 7pm at the Town Hall. The program is a part of the Bicentennial series and is free and open to the public.

“Wild Woman Weekend” October 17, 18 and 19th  contact Yvonne Kopy at 387-6343 for tickets, times and information. 

Saturday, October 25, from 1-3pm, Marie Parsons and Margaret Kastler will be the featured speakers at the 75th Anniversary of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library. Marie and Margaret will share childhood memories of library visits and their years working there. This program is also a part of the Bicentennial Celebration. Kay Dealing and I will hostess the event and hope you can join us for this special day. 


NEW WEB-PAGE: http://sandycreekny.tripod.com 

The history of Methodism in Sandy Creek dates from 1803. 

The First Methodist Episcopal Church of the early settlement of Sandy Creek began when Circuit Riders occasionally visited the community and conducted services. In 1803 Sandy Creek was an appointment of Black River Circuit, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Conference, with Barzillai Willey and John Husselkus as preachers. In 1805 it was a part of the Albany District in the New York Conference. In 1810 it was a part of the Cayuga District in the Genesee Conference and in 1811 it belonged to the Mexico Circuit. By 1814 Sandy Creek appears in the General Minutes of American Methodism as itself a Circuit of Oneida District, Genesee Conference. The Mexico Circuit  included a part of the Town of Sandy Creek and Redfield, Camden, Bangall, Williamstown, Salmon River, Richland, Mexico and as far west as Oswego Falls.

Goodenough Methodism


In the earl days along the shore of Lake Ontario, some of the inhabitants of the town of Sandy Creek and Ellisburg classed themselves as “Reformed Methodists” and others as “Methodist Episcopals.” The Reformed Methodists were in the majority. In that section of Sandy Creek resided McKendrick Paddock, who was a shoemaker. He was a member of no church but began preaching in the schoolhouses of that locality in 1857. This grew into an extensive revival. He won more than a hundred converts. He advised them to join a church. Those in the Goodenough neighborhood became the nucleus for the Goodenough Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church.


The formation of the Goodenough class caused it to be one of the points on the Sandy Creek Circuit which embraced Point Ontario, West Sandy Creek (Center Church) and Goodenough. The earliest class leaders were Levi Skinner and Stephen Hilliker. They were in turn succeeded by David H. Ehle, Richard D. Ehle and Elisha Reynolds. Services were held at the Goodenough schoolhouse. 


Goodenough took its name from the family of the same name, represented by Charles Goodenough, the generous benefactor of the society, who remembered the church in his will when he died March 9, 1870. 

Note: Irene Fuller (church historian) and Phyllis Le Beau have created posterboards to be displayed at the church for the 200th anniversary.


The Northern Oswego County book will be available soon. I need to know how many to order and encourage you to call or stop by to sign up for a copy. Thanks.

Contact me:

Sandy Creek and Lacona Village and Town of Sandy Creek Historian

1992 Harwood Drive, P. O. Box 52, Sandy Creek


phone at 387-5456 ext. 7


e-mail at sandycreekny@tcenet.net
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PHOTO: Shirley (Tifft) Morgans at the Early Settlers Bicentennial Fair after receiving her certificate and key to the town! Shirley is a direct descendant of the Revolutionary War soldier, Caleb Tifft, born May 10, 1760 in South Kingston, R. I.

Caleb Tifft 2nd was born at Broadalbin, Fulton County in 1791. The family later moved to a large farm in the town of Lorraine with eight brothers and one sister. In the War of 1812 he joined the army and was in many of the skirmishes that occurred at Sackets Harbor. 

In 1816 Caleb 2nd married Jane Dunlap. Her father owned the land from the Center Road intersection north along the Ridge Road to what was later known as the Tifft homestead. The young couple settled on a hill above the creek bank on the farm property that dated back to 1795 by deed. To them were born four sons and four daughters. 

Their first born son, Leander Tifft (1821-1883) married Amelia Smith on March 16, 1853, and remained on the family farm. 

Warren (1863-1920), son of Leander and Amelia Tifft, fought in WW1, married Cora Hicks, and both are buried in Sandy Creek. 

Their son Harold married Mildred James and their daughter is Shirley (Tifft) Morgans. 

Shirley was disappointed that no other descendants came for the mini-reunions at the Bicentennial Fair but would love to share her genealogy research with anyone interested in the Tifft family. Her line connects to the Hicks (Hix) family through Cora (Hicks) Tifft, a descendant of David Hicks who was a Revolutionary War soldier. 

Shirley has donated several items to the history archives such as Tyler quilts, a large school map dating 1867, genealogies, women’s clothing and recently a cannon ball she dates to the War of 1812. I will take the cannon ball to Fort Ontario or Sackets Harbor for evaluation.


Thank you to Brenda (Potter) Reynolds who dropped off the Potter genealogy. We are pleased to add this genealogy to the history archives. It is very interesting and is a great asset to the history archives.

The Northern Oswego County book will be available soon. I need to order copies and encourage you to call or stop by to sign up for a copy. Thanks.

Bob Groman will present a program entitled “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” on Wednesday, October 15th at 7pm at the Town Hall. 

According to the Association of American Railroads, Rail City Museum was the first steam operating railroad museum in the United States. At its peak, Rail City Museum had 16 steam locomotives, over 50 pieces of rolling stock, many authentic railroad structures and two miles of track. The unique railroad museum was conceived by Dr. Stanley A. Groman, a Syracuse physician and resident of the town of Sandy Creek. An avid photographer, Dr. Groman captured on film his every effort. 

For years Dr. Groman’s son, Bob, researched the fascinating story of his father’s museum. “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” is shown with two phase-slide projectors. It includes brief pauses to view 16 mm movie film (with sound accompaniment) all taken by Bob’s father, Dr. Stanley A. Groman. 

Whether you have an interest in railroads or were ever curious about the history of Rail City, this is the program for you! The program is a part of the Bicentennial series and is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served.

“Wild Woman Weekend” October 17, 18 and 19th  contact Yvonne Kopy at 387-6343 for tickets, times and information. 

Saturday, October 25, from 1-3pm, Marie Parsons and Margaret Kastler will be the featured speakers at the 75th Anniversary of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library. Marie and Margaret will share childhood memories of library visits and their years working there. This program is also a part of the Bicentennial Celebration. Kay Dealing and I will hostess the event and hope you can join us for this special day. 
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“Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story”

7pm

Sandy Creek Town Hall

1992 Harwood Drive, Sandy Creek

October 15th
Bob Groman will present a program entitled “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” on Wednesday, October 15th at 7pm at the Town Hall. 

According to the Association of American Railroads, Rail City Museum was the first steam operating railroad museum in the United States. At its peak, Rail City Museum had 16 steam locomotives, over 50 pieces of rolling stock, many authentic railroad structures and two miles of track. The unique railroad museum was conceived by Dr. Stanley A. Groman, a Syracuse physician and resident of the town of Sandy Creek. An avid photographer, Dr. Groman captured on film his every effort. 

For years Dr. Groman’s son, Bob, researched the fascinating story of his father’s museum. “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” is shown with two phase-slide projectors. It includes brief pauses to view 16 mm movie film (with sound accompaniment) all taken by Bob’s father, Dr. Stanley A. Groman. 

Whether you have an interest in railroads or were ever curious about the history of Rail City, this is the program for you! The program is a part of the Bicentennial series and is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served.

Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

 Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

October  2003

HISTORIANS’ CORNER #41

PHOTO: Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler presenting the Hurd Family with a certificate and “key to the town” at the Bicentennial Fair. Pictured from l-r: Kathy Hurd, Maurice Hurd Jr., Virginia (Clark) Hurd, Rachael Hurd, Karen Hurd, Carl Hurd, Joseph Hurd and Margaret Kastler.


The Hurd family are descended from Joseph Hurd who came to Sandy Creek in 1804 from Augusta in Oneida County. Mr. Hurd and William Skinner, erected the first sawmill in the area. Joseph was originally from Connecticut where he married Rebecca Hurd, a distant cousin. Their daughter, Laura was the first white child born in Sandy Creek, February 1805 and she later married Asahel Hale of Pulaski. They moved to Peoria, Ill. where she died in 1866. Other children of Joseph and Rebecca were Betsey, James and Jarvis. Joseph, son of Jarvis, was to carry on the family name locally.


 Maurice, Jr. and Virginia (Clark) Hurd live in Sandy Creek and have three grown children Joseph, Elizabeth and James. Anson Hurd, brother of Maurice, Sr., and Elma Hurd, wife of Maurice, Sr. live in Pulaski as does Anson Hurds’ grandson, Kevin.

Bob Groman will present a program entitled “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” on Wednesday, October 15th at 7pm at the Town Hall. 

According to the Association of American Railroads, Rail City Museum was the first steam operating railroad museum in the United States. At its peak, Rail City Museum had 16 steam locomotives, over 50 pieces of rolling stock, many authentic railroad structures and two miles of track. The unique railroad museum was conceived by Dr. Stanley A. Groman, a Syracuse physician and resident of the town of Sandy Creek. An avid photographer, Dr. Groman captured on film his every effort. 

For years Dr. Groman’s son, Bob, researched the fascinating story of his father’s museum. “Losing Track of a Dream-The Rail City Story” is shown with two phase-slide projectors. It includes brief pauses to view 16 mm movie film (with sound accompaniment) all taken by Bob’s father, Dr. Stanley A. Groman. 

Whether you have an interest in railroads or were ever curious about the history of Rail City, this is the program for you! The program is a part of the Bicentennial series and is free and open to the public. Refreshments will be served.

“Wild Woman Weekend” October 17, 18 and 19th  contact Yvonne Kopy at 387-6343 for tickets, times and information. 

Saturday, October 25, from 1-3pm, Marie Parsons and Margaret Kastler will be the featured speakers at the 75th Anniversary of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library. Marie and Margaret will share childhood memories of library visits and their years working there. This program is also a part of the Bicentennial Celebration. Kay Dealing and I will hostess the event and hope you can join us for this special day. 

Retirement Party for Margaret Wing! Wednesday, October 29th at Holiday Corners Restaurant, State Rt. 3, Pulaski.  

Open house from 4-6pm and dinner at 6:30pm.

Margaret Wing has been Town Clerk in Sandy Creek for twenty years. An open house is planned at the restaurant for those that cannot stay for dinner, but want to wish her well from 4-6 pm. She retires at the end of this year. 

Dinner will commence at 6:30 for those wishing to stay for dinner. The menu will consist of: Boneless Prime Rib au jus, Chicken Parmesan or Seafood Trio (haddock, scallops and shrimp-served deep fried or broiled) All dinners include: baked potato, pasta w/chicken parmesan, vegetable, tossed salad, dinner rolls and butter, chocolate mouse, coffee and hot tea. The price per person is $16.50, which includes 7.25% sales tax and gratuity. 

Reservations MUST be made by calling Margaret Kastler at 387-5456 BY October 27th. 

I attended a workshop for local historians at Lorenzo State Historic Site in Cazenovia on Saturday, October 4th. The workshop covered researching, writing and publishing local history and was very interesting. However, the tour of the Lorenzo mansion was the highlight of the day. 

Situated on a knoll overlooking the small four-mile long Cazenovia Lake, Lorenzo is the elegant brick mansion built in 1807 by a young Dutch naval officer, John Lincklaen. Generations of the family occupied the mansion until 1968 when Lorenzo was sold and its contents donated to New York. 

Lorenzo stands today as a landmark symbolizing an important system of land development in central New York during the early years of our new nation, and as a magnificent survivor of the elegant summer colony of a century ago. 

The Visitor Center and historic house are open Labor Day through October, Wednesdays through Saturdays from 10 to 4:30 and Sundays from 11 to 4:30. Admission: $5 adults, $4 NYS Senior Citizens and students, $1 children under 12 and $4 for groups of 12 or more with an advanced reservation. 
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PHOTO: Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library

Saturday, October 25, from 1-3pm, Marie Parsons and Margaret Kastler will be the featured speakers at the 75th Anniversary of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library. Marie and Margaret will share childhood memories of library visits and their years working there. This program is also a part of the Bicentennial Celebration. Kay Dealing and I will hostess the event and hope you can join us for this special day. 

This article appeared in the Sandy Creek News on October 18, 1928: 

The trustees of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library have designated Thursday, October 25th as the date of the formal opening. The hour will be 2 o’clock. Prayer will be offered by Rev. E. D. Carpenter. The presentation will be made by Charles B. Sullivan, executor of the Ainsworth estate and long associated with Mr. Ainsworth in the practice of law. Others invited to participate are James I. Wyer, Director of State Library; Mrs. Mildred G. Pratt who will accept the Library on behalf of the community; Rev. T. T. Davies, who will speak of the aspirations and achievements of the Ainsworths in relation to the community; Supt. F. E. Smith of Cortland Public School will speak of the Ainsworths as he knew them. 


It is thought that the exercises should be brief. Chairs will be so placed as to accommodate a goodly number. All those who participate were associated with Mr. Ainsworth or knew him well in various periods of his career.


The headlines on October 25, 1928: Tribute Given To Benefactors at Library Dedication Today. Many assemble for brief but impressive ceremonies at 2 pm.

An e-mail from Nancy Bond: Dear Charlene, On reading my Salmon River News I learned of the Anniversary event you are having for the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library where my grandmother, Bertha Knowlton was the first librarian. I am planning to attend. Looking forward to it. Dear Nancy, If you have any photos or information to share at this special event we would welcome it!

Mrs. Bertha Knowlton served as librarian for 26 years. Following Mrs. Knowlton’s retirement, Mrs. Ralph (Freda) Wetson took over for five years, followed by Rev. Robert Vining, pastor of the First Baptist Church, who held the post for two years. In September 1961 Mrs. Ralph (Irene) Robbins became librarian.


The Sandy Pond book is on sale for $10 and I have just completed a second printing in time for the holidays. These books make great Christmas gift for friends, neighbors, relatives who have moved away but enjoy reading about the history of the town. 


The book contains history of the area and articles on interesting people. There is the story of “The Lone Hermit of Ontario Bay, George Best.” Captain George Henry Best, well-known resident of Ontario Bay was a fisherman and sailor. He was born near Stonington, R. I. on January 24, 1827, the son of Stephen Edward Best, a Scotchman and Gertrude Hornbeck of Amsterdam, Holland. At sixteen he sailed with his uncle in the ship Helvetia on a whaling voyage. Best sailed the Great Lakes for many years before going to the Lake Ontario resort, but advancing years forced him to retire. He lived his remaining years in the cabin owned by Abner Sprague, a well-known resident of Sandy Creek. Mr. Sprague made provisions in his will for the cabin to remain in the possession of Captain Best as long as he lived. The book has a couple photos of him, one with his sailboat and his dog ‘curl.’ One story about him states that he named all his dogs ‘curl.’

Ken Craig has information on Sandy Pond, from diaries his mother, Mrs. (William) Marion Craig, kept about 1940 and is anxious to share it for the Sandy Pond Part 2 book. I am compiling information and photos for part 2 and would love to add your information and stories. 

Retirement Party for Margaret Wing! Wednesday, October 29th at Holiday Corners Restaurant, State Rt. 3, Pulaski.  

Open house from 4-6pm and dinner at 6:30pm.

Margaret Wing has been Town Clerk in Sandy Creek for twenty years. An open house is planned at the restaurant for those that cannot stay for dinner, but want to wish her well from 4-6 pm. She retires at the end of this year. 

Dinner will commence at 6:30 for those wishing to stay for dinner. The menu will consist of: Boneless Prime Rib au jus, Chicken Parmesan or Seafood Trio (haddock, scallops and shrimp-served deep fried or broiled) All dinners include: baked potato, pasta w/chicken parmesan, vegetable, tossed salad, dinner rolls and butter, chocolate mouse, coffee and hot tea. The price per person is $16.50, which includes 7.25% sales tax and gratuity. 

Reservations MUST be made by calling Margaret Kastler at 387-5456 BY October 27th. 

Anyone updating their old computers in 2003-4 is asked to consider donating the old one to the History Center.
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“Historic Preservation and Researching in Sandy Creek” 

An open house. Historian Charlene Cole will give a tour of the fire-safe room and explain current preservation techniques and future goals to ensure the vast inactive/active and historic records of the town remain safe and secure. The Historian’s Office is in the process of placing all photos on CDs and indexing them for easy access. A grant will be written to microfilm and digitize many of these records. Historic poster-board displays will be set up and depict the history of the town and two villages, as well as the Sandy Pond area. Sponsored by the Town and Village of Sandy Creek and Village of Lacona Historian’sOffice.

Location: Sandy Creek Town Hall, 1992 Hardwood Drive - Historian Charlene Cole, 518-387-5456, ext.7
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PHOTO: I found this “fun” photo in the archives while looking for a “Wild Woman” intro to this weeks column. The women are unidentified and the photo is not dated but is probably turn of the century. With hunting season open I couldn’t resist!  


“Wild Woman Weekend” was held in Sandy Creek October 17-19th and was a great success. Yvonne Kopy did an awesome job organizing this event. Featured speakers were Mark Emery, director, producer and photographer; Anne LaBastille, author and conservationist and Jackie Hobbs with the Old Time Fiddlers. Over one hundred women from as far away as California, Michigan, and Pennyslvania, as well as New York State, came to share a love for the outdoors and learn something new or just be with other women who shared an interest in nature and the great outdoors. 


The weekend started on Friday night at the Sandy Creek Town Hall for opening ceremonies and moved to the Pulaski American Legion for the slide show presentation by Mark Emery.


Saturday began with registration at the Community Park in Sandy Creek where all the workshops took place. Each workshop was two hours in length and taught skills all “Wild Women of the Wilderness” need to know. Which plants are edible, learning to use a compass, maps and GPS, fishing basics, photographing wild-life, meditation, how to dress for the weather, beginners first aid and finally, bows, arrows and guns. Some of these brave women actually slept in tents on what was a cold, damp, rainy weekend.


I was around for the opening ceremony, the Anne LaBastille presentation on Saturday night and the “Wild Women Competition” on Sunday. I judged the “Wildest Women Competition” with Christine Gray from Promotion and Tourism, Assemblyman Will Barclay, and Assemblywoman Dierdre Scozzafava and had a great time. The competition ended with three winners: 3rd place was Brenda Rinker, 2nd place was Robin Cowdery and the “2003 Wildest Woman” winner was Abby Jordan. 


The success of the weekend is attributed to the hard work of Ms. Kopy and I was pleased to take part in the activities. I love the outdoors and was thrilled to meet so many women with like interests. 

Thank you to Florence Gardner for the genealogy on the Wooliver Family. The Wooliver/Sandy Creek connection is made at the abandoned Pioneer Cemetery in the Goodenough District. Nicholas Wooliver died February 13, 1840 at the age of 66 years. Mary Wooliver died June or July 20, (year is worn off but ends in a 0 and may be 1840) at the age of 69. These two stones are the only standing stones at Pioneer Cemetery. 

Several Wooliver men and their families came to Oswego County in the early 1800’s and located in the towns of Orwell and Sandy Creek. I am looking for more information on this family.

Thank you to Vic Potish for sharing a great scrapbook from the 1940s, which I copied, and a few weeks ago he shared photos from this area. 

The “Northern Oswego County” books published by Arcadia are in. Stop by to browse a copy, pick up the copy you ordered or buy an early holiday present. The books sell for $20 and are beautifully illustrated. 

The Sandy Pond Memories book is on sale for $10 and copies are available at the town clerk’s office or the history office. 

The proceeds from these books go to buy supplies for the history department when purchased at the town hall. Thank you for your continued support. 

It was a disappointment to both Bob Groman and I to cancel the “Rail City” program scheduled for October 15th. The weather was bad and he had four trees down in his driveway at Sandy Pond. The power at the town hall was off and on all day until finally it just stayed off. Take heart all you railroad fans...Bob will do the program in the spring. It will be reschedule as soon as the weather breaks. 


On Friday, October 24th I hosted an Arts and Culture workshop at the town hall. This grant was awarded to us this year for the Bicentennial events and we are applying again for 2004. The plans are to have a “Harvest Day” in September 2004 at the fairgrounds. The committee consists of myself, Margaret Kastler and Gary and Carol Sweeney. We would love your ideas and help to make this a success so call one of us and we will set up a meeting! Thanks.

NEW WEB-PAGE: http://sandycreekny.tripod.com 

Charlene Cole

phone at 387-5456 ext. 7

e-mail at sandycreekny@tcenet.net
Charlene Cole

Sandy Creek Town and Village Historian

Village of Lacona Historian

P. O. Box 52  1992 Harwood Drive

 Sandy Creek, New York 13145

387-5456 ext.7

November  2003

HISTORIANS’ CORNER #44

PHOTO: This photo was taken on October 25th, 2003 at the 75th Anniversary of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library, from l to r and seated are Marie Parsons, Nancy Bond, and Kay Dealing (Librarian) Standing from l to r are Charlene Cole, (historian) Dr. Douglas Holyoke and Margaret Kastler (Town Supervisor)

The 75th Anniversary of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library was held on October 25, 2003 with a program and reception. I am pleased to report that the event was a success. Past historian, Marie Parsons, Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler, Dr. Douglas Holyoke and Nancy Bond, granddaughter of the first historian, Mrs. Bertha Knowlton (Mrs. Knowlton served as librarian for 26 years) spoke on their early years at the library and gave insight into its history. Kay Dealing and I served as hostesses with the help of staff and library volunteers. Karen’s Kountry Flowers donated a lovely flower arrangement for the cake/coffee table. 

The library created another, updated history of the Annie Porter Ainsworth Memorial Library, “The Growth of a Jewel” that was originally written by Marie Parsons in 1992. It can be purchased from the library for $10. 

My office created a souvenir brochure for the event and it can be picked up at the library for free. 

Thank you to Sally Bettinger for donating the program from the October 25, 1928 opening and dedication of the library. Sally recognized the importance of preserving this important document for the future. The “History Center” at the town hall has the capabilities for safe and secure preservation of items such as these.

The “Northern Oswego County” books published by Arcadia are in. While this book has the name “Half-Shire Historical Society” it was created by many of the historians in the upper nine towns of Oswego County who are members of the Half-Shire Historical Society. This book was created to fund historical projects in each town. The books sell for $20 and are beautifully illustrated with all proceeds from the Sandy Creek sales to go to  support our history archives, the on going “Imaging and Scanning” project, the purchase of preservation materials, and other necessities. 

The success of these projects depends on you and your town and village boards. The preservation of the history and photographs of this town and its villages is my first priority and I invite you to come and see for yourself the value of this and other projects I have implemented on your behalf. 

GRANTS: The time for writing grants is back. These funds are important as an addition to the funds I receive from the town and village boards to support the projects and activities of this office. 

The John Ben Snow Foundation: This grant required an initial letter of inquiry on organization letterhead which, included a description of the proposed project detailing the time frame and anticipated outcomes, and a high-level project budget. If the proposal meets the stated guidelines and priorities of the Foundation, a grant application form would be forwarded. We received the application in the mail last week. 

The Foundation was established in 1948 by John Ben Snow and continues to operate under the terms of its original charter. The charter, granted by the State of New York, authorizes the Foundation to grant funds for educational and humanitarian purposes to qualified organizations.

The Arts and Culture of Oswego County DEC grants are intended to fund artistic and cultural activities including theater, dance, music, film, video, literary arts, visual arts, folk arts, and multidisciplinary activities designed to benefit the general public in Oswego County.

Decentralization grants are provided by public funds through the New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA) to bring artistic and cultural opportunities to Oswego County residents.


This year the DEC grant will be written for the 2004 Heritage Days at the fairgrounds.

The Sandy Pond Memories book is on sale for $10 and copies are available at the town clerk’s office, village clerk’s office, the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library or the history office. 

This note came from John Stevens, Rochester, NY..... “Have read the book and will treasure it.” 

Ed Stewart of Leesburg, Fl. wrote, “I have a past issue of the American Heritage magazine that I want to give you. It has an eyewitness account of observing a shipment of alcohol being brought ashore in the Sandy Pond area during prohibition.” 

He concludes, “You are doing an outstanding job as historian. Keep up the good work.” Mr. Stewart comes by the office every year when he comes to Sandy Pond and we have a photo of him, the first life-guard at Sandy Island Beach ca. 1953. 

Material for part two of the Sandy Pond Memories book is being assembled and we are looking for additions.
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On Saturday, October 25 historian Charlene Cole and I hosted speakers and a reception at the Library for the 75th anniversary. The library was a gift to the Town of Sandy Creek by the Hon. Dandorth Ainsworth in loving memory of his wife, Annie and was originally dedicated on October 25, 1928.

Dr. Holyoke opened the festivities with a few words and Charlene presented the speakers, Town Supervisor, Margaret Kastler, past historian Marie Parsons and granddaughter of the first librarian, Nancy Bond. Each shared their experiences and a little history of the library as they fondly remembered going to the library as children and their years working there.

Dr. Holyoke read a note from Assemblywoman Dierdre Scozzafava congratulating us on our years of service and dedication to the community.

Coffee, cake and punch was served to the 50+ in attendance. Karens Kountry Flowers donated a lovely flower arrangement.
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PHOTO: This photo is in the archives and “we” are stumped! Where is this? We have many ideas but I am still looking for a more positive answer. As work continues on the “Imaging and Scanning” of the History Center Archives more of these photos will be featured in this column for identification. Thank you for your continued support in this important project.


I received a wonderful letter from Barbara Prescott Arnold, “I had such fun in Sandy Creek last June finding so much Sandy Creek history and was delighted that you found so much of interest to me.” Barbara sent two reprints of photos along, one of her parent’s “old bridge party friends.” She writes, “I play alot of bridge these days but the younger generation doesn’t seem to. It was very popular during the depression years. My parents had several games a week, perhaps to be up when we kids got in from our dates!” The people are named but the photo is a copy and would not re-print well, so stop by to view it. 


November 1st, I attended the Central New York Family History Conference sponsored by Onondaga County Clerk, M. Ann Ciarpelli in cooperation with New York State Archives. It was informative and very interesting. It was held at the Church of the Latter-day Saints in Liverpool, New York.

GRANTS: The time for writing grants is back. These funds are important as an addition to the funds I receive from the town and both village boards to support the projects and activities of this office. 


Last column I mentioned the John Ben Snow Foundation and the Arts and Culture (DEC) Grant. 

The Arts and Culture grant will be mailed by November 21st. Your ideas and help with Heritage Day scheduled for August 28th are welcome and we encourage you to contact Carol and Gary Sweeney, Pat Fregoe, Margaret Kastler or myself.


This year I will also apply for the (LGRMIFG) Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund Grant. After completion of the last grant it was discussed that I would apply again this year and seek funds for a digitizing/microfilming grant. The process includes a workshop, evaluating records that should be digitized and getting a vendor quote. The application needs to be completed and mailed by February 1, 2004.


I am also researching the (DHP) Documentary Heritage Program grant. More research is needed to see if we qualify for this grant.


All in all, a busy next few months.


The Sandy Pond Memories book is on sale for $10 and copies are available at the town clerk’s office, village clerk’s office, the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library or the history office. Material for part two of the Sandy Pond Memories book is being assembled and we are looking for additions.

The “Northern Oswego County” books published by Arcadia are in. While this book has the name “Half-Shire Historical Society” it was created by many of the historians in the upper nine towns of Oswego County who are members of the Half-Shire Historical Society. This book was created to fund historical projects in each town. The books sell for $20 and are beautifully illustrated with all proceeds from the Sandy Creek sales to go to  support our history archives, the on going “Imaging and Scanning” project, the purchase of preservation materials, and other necessities. 
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“Heritage Day”

August 28, 2004

Organization’s mission and activities: per our phone call November 1, 2003

The goals of this event coincide with the goals of the historians’ office and History Center in Sandy Creek which are to unite the community in friendship and community activities that educate citizens (and children) on the history of the town of Sandy Creek and give residents insight into early pioneer life and history. 

The anticipated audience for this event is county residents.  Sandy Creek is included in the membership of Half-Shire Historical Society which includes 9 towns (Albion, Amboy, Boylston, Orwell, Parish, Richland, Redfield, Sandy Creek and Williamstown) and local events are attended by people of each of these rural areas as well as parts of Jefferson County and Lewis County. School children will participate in pioneer games and activities and your re-enactors would be an exciting edition to these activities. 

Last year we celebrated the Bicentennial of the earliest settler to the town of Sandy Creek in 1803 and had monthly speakers and an Old Fashioned Fair. The community rallied around these events and activities with such enthusiasm that we were encouraged and thought an annual “community day” called Heritage Day would be an important community event. Many neighboring communities and local residents came and enjoyed the activities. 

We would like to include Civil War/Revolutionary War/French and Indian War re-enactors. 

The “Heritage Day” events will be on the Oswego County Fairgrounds at Sandy Creek and we have plenty of room for your group.

We learned many things from last year and are ready for an even more successful event. 

Thank you for considering being a part of our events. The fairgrounds will be open from Friday through Sunday and we could extend the day to a weekend...we are still in the planning stage.

Awaiting your reply,

Charlene Cole
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PHOTO: This photo of the Blount Lumber Company employees was taken about 1942. A “cut” of the crowd was used to produce an ink blotter with company advertising on the back: “Here is what it takes...It takes all these employees, and more too, to manufacture, handle and deliver the products we ship from our Lacona plant...”


I write this column on Veterans Day, November 11, 2003. I hope we all took a couple of minutes to give thanks for our freedom and said a prayer for those who fought in the wars past and present to secure that freedom for us. The purpose of Veterans Day is to honor America’s veterans for their patriotism, love of country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common good.


Veterans Day was the anniversary of the ending of the first modern global conflict (WW I) on November 11, 1918. November 11 was declared a legal holiday calling upon officials to “display the flag of the United States on all government buildings and inviting the people of the United States to observe the day in schools and churches, or other suitable places, with appropriate ceremonies of friendly relations with all other peoples.”

On May 13, 1938, November 11 was declared a legal holiday—a day to be dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be hereafter celebrated and known as “Armistice Day.” Armistice Day was primarily a day set aside to honor veterans of WW I, but in 1954, after WW II had required the greatest mobilization of soldiers, sailors, marines and airmen in the nation’s history; after American forces had fought aggression in Korea, the 83rd Congress, at the urging of the veterans service organizations, amended the Act of 1938 by striking the word “Armistice” and inserting in lieu thereof the word “Veterans.” 

On June 1, 1954, November 11th became a day to honor American veterans of all wars. 


This year at the Oswego County Fair in July and the Old Fashioned Fair in September we had on display the Veterans photographs that were hung at the Lacona VFW. My hope was to clean the frames, repair and re-mat the photos, then make a copy of each photo for the archives. I want to create a book on these local veterans at some time in the future. Three out of the four isn’t bad! I cannot remove and re-mat the photos because of the way they were mounted onto the cardboard. The removal process would destroy many of the photos. 


Thank you to Commander Al Wart for allowing us to make the copies of these priceless photos. The “Imaging and Scanning” project has allowed us to preserve many valuable images for future generations. Two families have brought a photograph of their veteran to be added to the collection. 


Some of these photos have a gold star on them. These men died in the line of duty in the armed forces during World War I, World War II and the Korean conflict. The “American Gold Star Mothers” was founded in 1928. They seek to inspire patriotism and a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation; assist veterans and their dependents with claims made to the Veterans Administration; perpetuate the memory of individuals who died in our wars; and promote peace and good will for the U. S. and all other nations. 
The Bicentennial events are coming to a close. The time capsule will be closed on January 3, 2004 and will remain unopened until the 200th Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town, March 24th, 2025. I invite you to add your items.

As a part of the Bicentennial celebration Christmas Trees will be decorated by children from the Vorea Christain School, boy scouts and girl scouts to be on display during the month of December. Pre-school children will decorate a tree at the library. Pictures of all groups will be taken with the trees they decorated and added to the time capsule.


Also, we are looking for a talented person to make a gingerbread house for display during the month of December. Contact me if you are interested. 

Thursday, November 13, I was invited to and attended a meeting concerning the Revolutionary Trail Scenic Byway project. Local Action Committees (LAC’s) were being formed to assist in the project and I wanted to see “what it was all about.”

The Mohawk Valley Heritage Corridor Commission and the Herkimer County Area Development Corp. have recently partnered to revitalize the Revolutionary Trail Scenic Byway project. The Heritage Corridor has contracted with the NYS Department of Transportation to develop a Corridor Management Plan (CMP) for the Trail, which was designated as a NYS Scenic Byway in 1992.

The Revolutionary Trail begins in Schenectady, proceeds west through Montgomery County, with a loop north into Fulton County, west through Herkimer and Oneida Counties until it reaches Utica, then follows NYS Rt. 49 to the City of Rome. From Rome it follows NYS Rt. 69 to the Village of Camden, continues to NYS Rt. 13 and ends at the junction of NYS Rt. 3 where it joins the Seaway Trail National Scenic Byway at Port Ontario in Oswego County. Along the route, it serves as a connector to several other NYS Scenic Byways.

I will be taking Thanksgiving week off. The office will be closed on Wednesday, November 26th and Friday, November 28th. Happy Thanksgiving from all of us at the History Center...Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Frances Bellinger, Phyllis LeBeau, Irene Fuller and me! We are all thankful for your continued support of the work we do.
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PHOTO: Cook and Salisbury Drug Store, which was located in the Union Block, south of the California Block. Owners George N. Salisbury and Dr. Newton Cook are standing in the doorway of this three story 1880s view which attracted several others to the scene of the photography. The second floor served as meeting rooms for the Sandy Creek Grand Army of the Republic (GAR), a Civil War Veterans Organization. The building was constructed before the Civil War and burned January 9, 1912.

The Arts and Culture grant for 2004 has been completed and mailed. Last year we celebrated the Bicentennial of the earliest settler to the town of Sandy Creek in 1803, had monthly speakers and an Old Fashioned Fair. The community rallied around these events and activities with such enthusiasm that we were encouraged and thought an annual “community day” called Heritage Day would be an important community event. This grant was written for the Heritage Day events scheduled for August 28th, 2004. 

The last event scheduled for the Bicentennial is for the children of our community.

As a part of the Bicentennial celebration Christmas Trees will be decorated by children December 8-10th and the community is invited to stop by the town hall to vote for their favorite tree from the 11-13th. December 14th we are planning a party for them and will take a picture of them with their trees for the time capsule. Children from the Vorea Christain School, boy scouts and girl scouts have been invited to take part. 

We invite pre-school children to stop by the library with a home-made ornament to decorate a tree there on Saturday, December 13th.

Also, we are looking for a talented person to make a gingerbread house for display during the month of December. Contact me if you are interested. 

The time capsule will be closed on January 3, 2004 and will remain unopened until the 200th Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town, March 24th, 2025. I invite you to add your items. (The 60th wedding anniversary announcement of Vic and Maggie Potish will be added. Other items for the time capsule are on display at the town hall in a glass case.)

Coterie Club members invite you to their annual “Cookie Walk” at the Sandy Creek Town Hall on December 13th from 9-noon.

Thank you to Gary Sweeney for donating “Rail City” posters to the history archives. I have framed one for display. 

The newly formed “East Shore Fire Prevention” group is working to preserve Rail City history and held a meeting of interested people on Friday, November 21st. Contact Mary McIntosh at 387-2449 for information and date of next meeting. 

These books make great Christmas gifts: The Sandy Pond Memories book is on sale for $10 and copies are available at the town clerk’s office, village clerk’s office, the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library or the history office. The “Northern Oswego County” books sell for $20 and while the book carries the “Half-Shire Historical Society” name it was created by many of the historians in the upper nine towns of Oswego County who are members of the Half-Shire Historical Society. This book was created to fund historical projects in each town. The books are beautifully illustrated with all proceeds from the Sandy Creek sales to go to support our history archives, the on going “Imaging and Scanning” project, the purchase of preservation materials, and other necessities. 

I will be taking Thanksgiving week off. The office will be closed on Wednesday, November 26th and Friday, November 28th. Happy Thanksgiving from all of us at the History Center...Sally Turo, Betty Atkinson, Frances Bellinger, Phyllis LeBeau, Irene Fuller and me! We are all thankful for your continued support of the work we do.

Thank you to all of you who responded to the photo in my column dated November 11th. I am pleased that all of you agreed on the location. A few of you differed on how the photo was taken but most agree that is was taken from the water tower that was on Lake Street. The others suggested the roof of the Corse Press building. The vacant lot is where the Library stands now. The California, Union, Colony and Cook blocks burned in 1912 and the Library was built in 1927 so this photo was taken between those years.

As work continues on the “Imaging and Scanning” of the many photos in the History Center Archives more of these unidentified photos will be featured in this column. Thank you for your continued support in this important project.

Margaret Kastler, town supervisor and I attended the Revolutionary Byway Local Action Committee Meeting on November 13th and found it to be very interesting and something, I believe, the Town of Sandy Creek should be a part of. The next meeting is scheduled for January 14th in Pulaski and the public is invited to attend. 

The Corridor Management Plan document will detail specific elements, strategies and actions required to promote local and regional economic interests while balancing protection and promotion of the intrinsic qualities that make the Byway a unique travel experience. Your ideas and suggestions are welcome. Margaret and I would be glad to answer any questions or give you more information, just stop by the town hall. We plan to host a meeting in Sandy Creek this spring.
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PHOTO: Robbins/Davis/Reed House (today Truax Insurance)

The house, once owned by Dr. and Mrs. Burch K. Reed, was constructed for Julius S. Robbins in 1857 by William E. Howlett and later owned by Rev. T. T. Davies.

William Elliot Howlett, master builder, constructed five Greek Revival homes with two-story Ionic pillars in the village of Sandy Creek. Several visitors to the History Center have remarked on these houses and inquired about their relevance in the community. 

Mr. Howlett came with his family to Sandy Creek in 1817 and was the son of Luther B. and Dolly (Carpenter) Howlett. Luther Howlett was a professional carpenter and three of his sons followed in his footsteps, William, Agustus and Frank. 

The Rev. T. T. Davies lived at the heart of the community for 43 plus years, serving as pastor of the Congregational Church from November 1893 until 1935, when the church was closed. A native of Wales, Thomas Davies came to the United States in 1881 at the age of 21 and was ordained in 1887, marrying Mrs. Winifred Roberts Jones of Remsen that same year. Sandy Creek was his third charge, following his first pastorate at Remsen and a second at Richville. At first, the Davies lived in the Congregational parsonage until 1896 when they purchased the Julius S. Robbins house on the corner of “Railroad” (Harwood Drive) and East First Streets.

Rev. and Mrs. Davies were deeply involved in community activities. Rev. Davies served for many years as Secretary of Sandy Creek Lodge and compiled the 1925 Centennial Souvenir History of Sandy Creek.
Marty Fischer has loaned his Rail City display to the History Center for the winter and it is set up at the town hall. 

Coterie Club members invite you to their annual “Cookie Walk” at the Sandy Creek Town Hall on December 13th from 9-noon.

The last event scheduled for the Bicentennial is for the children of our community.

As a part of the Bicentennial celebration Christmas Trees will be decorated by children December 8-10th and the community is invited to stop by the town hall to vote for their favorite tree from the 11-13th. December 14th we are planning a party for them and will take a picture of them with their trees for the time capsule. Children from the Vorea Christain School, boy scouts and girl scouts have been invited to take part. 

We invite pre-school children to stop by the library with a home-made ornament to decorate a tree there on Saturday, December 13th.

Also, we are looking for a talented person to make a gingerbread house for display during the month of December. Contact me if you are interested. 


There is still time for you to add items to the time capsule. The capsule will be closed on January 3, 2004 and will remain unopened until the 200th Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town, March 24th, 2025. I will be adding several items pertaining to the Bicentennial, such as flyers announcing speakers, pictures of the events throughout the year, a key to the town like the ones given out at the Old Fashioned Fair, the stamp cancellation that was created by Erin Clark, several of my columns, etc. I encourage you to add items or suggest something you think will give people in 2025 some insight into our lives and times in 2004.

These books make great Christmas gifts: The Sandy Pond Memories book is on sale for $10 and copies are available at the town clerk’s office, village clerk’s office, the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library or the history office. The “Northern Oswego County” books sell for $20 and while the book carries the “Half-Shire Historical Society” name it was created by many of the historians in the upper nine towns of Oswego County who are members of the Half-Shire Historical Society. This book was created to fund historical projects in each town. The books are beautifully illustrated with all proceeds from the Sandy Creek sales to go to support our history archives, the on going “Imaging and Scanning” project, the purchase of preservation materials, and other necessities. 


The Bear Den/Cub Scout Pack 830 will be at the Town Hall on December 2, at 6pm. We will discuss “What makes America special?” A discussion about old homes in the area and places of historical interest in the town, such as monuments, buildings, or places where early settlers lived, how settlers heated their homes, the first schools, fire station and the churches of the area will be highlighted. Their leader, Tammy Miller and parents will be in attendance. 
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PHOTO: Buckley/Ferguson/Lewis/Attorney Calvin B. Chamberlain and today is the McClusky Law Firm on Lake Street.

This photo was taken before 1896. It is likely that Mrs. Lewis is the woman seated on the front steps and that Dr. Daniel W. Lewis, a beloved local dentist, is holding a team of horses hitched to the buggy in which their daughter, Grace, is sitting. 

Directly in front of the barn is the "Village Bus" and probably was the "free bus" which Martin H. Thomas, proprietor of the Sandy Creek House, ran from the Lacona Railroad Station to his hotel during that era and may have been housed in Dr. Lewis’s barn.

Horace Scripture, born near Sandy Creek in 1820, remembered the house as having been built "two or three years previous to 1825" by Dr. Lyman Buckley.

The Lewis family bought the house from Major William Ferguson in 1874 and when their daughter, Grace Leonard, inherited the property from her parents she sold it to the law firm of Chamberlain and Hoag in 1952.

Marty Fischer has loaned his Rail City display to the History Center for the winter and it is set up at the town hall. The display has been added to with photos and the poster donated by Gary Sweeney.

Coterie Club members invite you to their annual “Cookie Walk” at the Sandy Creek Town Hall on December 13th from 9-noon.

The time capsule will be closed on January 3, 2004 and will remain unopened until the 200th Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town, March 24th, 2025. I invite you to add your items.

The last event scheduled for the Bicentennial is for the children of our community.

As a part of the Bicentennial celebration Christmas Trees will be decorated by children this week (December 8-10th) and the community is invited to stop by the town hall to vote for their favorite tree this week, including when you stop by for the “Coterie Club Cookie Walk” on Saturday. December 14th we are planning a party for them and will take a picture of them with their trees for the time capsule. 

Each group will take their decorated tree to a needy family or an elderly person for Christmas.

Children from the Vorea Christain School, boy scouts and girl scouts have been invited to take part. 

We invite pre-school children to stop by the library with a home-made ornament to decorate a tree there on Saturday, December 13th. This tree will remain with the Library.

A very dear friend of mine and fellow historian, Charlie Sweeting,  passed away over Thanksgiving weekend. We were appointed historians at the same time. He was supportive of my work here at Sandy Creek and gave the history center a computer to use for the indexing of cemetery records and from time to time came to take me to lunch and catch up on Sandy Creek news. I drove him around the area in what he called “the Sam-Dell express.”  His interest in history and postal history in particular led him to write two postal history books, “Cayuga County, NY Postal History” and “Oswego County, NY Postal History.” Charlie was a member of Oswego County Genealogy Society and Half-Shire Historical Society and was always at the Oswego County Fair, Heritage Hall with Shawn Doyle and myself. He took an active roll in postal stamp cancellations at the Oswego County Fair and was present at the Lacona Depot and Sandy Creek Bicentennial stamp cancellation events and in the past few years represented the Town of Minetto at the fair. We will miss him. 

These books make great Christmas gifts: The Sandy Pond Memories book is on sale for $10 and copies are available at the town clerk’s office, village clerk’s office, the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library or the history office. The “Northern Oswego County” books sell for $20 and while the book carries the “Half-Shire Historical Society” name it was created by many of the historians in the upper nine towns of Oswego County who are members of the Half-Shire Historical Society. This book was created to fund historical projects in each town.

Thank you to Millie Reed for her donation of the 1940 Sandy Creek graduation class photograph with program. All graduates are named! Another photo showing a graduating class and the “flower girls and one boy” is not dated and not named. 
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PHOTO: 

(View #1)

Once the home of the First Baptist Church, the church building on North Main Street which now houses the Wesleyan Methodist Church, was built in 1852. The building on the left is the West Primary School building (District 9) which was used from the early 1850’s until 1913 when the primary grades were transferred to the enlarged school facilities on Salisbury Street.

(View #2)

This view shows the Baptist Church built in 1917 and dedicated in 1919 on Harwood Drive and is the current home of the Baptist Congregation

A recent addition to the history archives is the Sandy Creek First Baptist Church records. They have been properly housed and catalogued for easy research and accessibility.


The First Baptist Church of Sandy Creek, the fourth Baptist Church in the county, was organized in 1820, the first pastor called being Rev. A. Averill. According to the original minute book of 1827, among Decons serving at that time were A. Templeton and Clark W. Wilder, Joseph Mussy was the church clerk.


In 1852, during Rev. W. C. Hubbard’s service, the church building on North Main Street was erected where services were held for 66 years. The first parsonage was located one mile south of Sandy Creek on the northeast corner of Scripture Corners. (Today Scripture Corners-Rt. 11 and Fraser/Miller Roads. The Scripture School was on one side of the road and the Cemetery on the other) The next parsonage was the first house on the Hadley Road and the third on North Main Street. In 1917 the parsonage on North Main Street was sold and another purchased on Salisbury Street in Lacona. 

The church building was sold to the Wesleyan Methodist Society, and land was purchased on Railroad Street (now Harwood Drive) near the boundary line of Sandy Creek and Lacona and the erection of a new building was begun. The building was completed in 1918, the dedication taking place during Rev. A. E. Lawrence’s pastorate in February of 1919. Charles M. Salisbury designed the octagon building, which is said to have been the second octagon church built in New York State.  


In May of 1938 the Congregational Church was no longer active and gave their bell to the Baptist Church. The Town Bell had been left in the original Baptist Church on North Main Street. J. J. Cuyler, of Oswego, removed the bell from the Congregational Church and installed it in the Baptist Church for the sum of $70 during the pastorate of Rev. Dwight Blinn. 


According to a bill found among the records of the Congregational Church the bell was bought from Meneely & Kimberly of Troy and billed March 29, 1879 to Rev. J. H. Munsell, pastor of the church for $298.28. The makers warranted it to be of good manufacture and perfect tone and not to break if used in a proper manner, for the term of two years. In case of trouble occurring within that period they would recast the bell or provide a new one. According to the bill, the weight of the bell complete with mountings was 1,117 pounds. 


The members of the Baptist Church were deeply appreciative of the gift. Every Sunday for many years, Alvin Thompson, father of Mrs. Alice Bacon, rang the bell.  

Thank you to Bill Otis for his recent donation of newspapers and a GREAT scrapbook to the History archives.


Thank you to Gary Sweeney for his donation of his prized possession, no, not Carol, but a Stevens Milling apron for the History Archives. This is one of a “few” things we have from Stevens Milling.

Thank you to Carl Ridgeway for the loan of his hand made “Lacona Depot” model. It will be on loan until the first week in January. Last year Carl brought in a hand drawn map of Lacona c.1936 showing the buildings and businesses of that time frame. Phyllis LeBeau has created a poster board from this map. One very interesting building found was the old jail, which was behind the old Lacona Fire Station on the corners of Powers Ave and Harwood Drive. In 1940 the jail was bought and moved up the street and used as a residence.

Found this interesting item in the Sandy Creek News...December 5, 1902: The box factory, Sandy Creek, is obliged to close on account of a shortage of logs. The roads have been so rough of late, it was impossible to draw them in sufficient quantities. The company has 100,000 feet cut and off skids, ready to be delivered to the works as soon as the first sleighing comes. They have planned to put in the largest supply this winter ever stored by them, as business demands are steadily increasing and their capacity is taxed to supply the others.

It’s not too late to pick up your copy of these books for Christmas gifts: The Sandy Pond Memories book is on sale for $10 and copies are available at the town clerk’s office, village clerk’s office, the Annie Porter Ainsworth Library or the history office. The “Northern Oswego County” books sell for $20 and while the book carries the “Half-Shire Historical Society” name it was created by many of the historians in the upper nine towns of Oswego County who are members of the Half-Shire Historical Society. This book was created to fund historical projects in each town.
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PHOTO: (use #1) Happy Holidays! From Sandy Creek History Center      (L-R) Irene Fuller, Betty Atkinson, Frances Bellinger, Phyllis LeBeau, Charlene Cole and Sally Turo


The History Center will be closed the last two weeks in December. We wish all of our readers a Happy Holidays. In January I will continue to hold office hours when and if the weather is good. I will be doing most of my work from home and can be reached there at anytime.


These volunteers have clocked an amazing 6,082 hours for 2003. 


The Early Settlers Bicentennial year has come to a close and I am pleased with its success. I measure success by the number of people who participated and the number of people we served. In my final report to Arts and Culture I calculated 2,500-3,000 people. It is difficult to accurately count individuals, but with the success of each event and the numbers at the Old Fashioned Fair, I feel the count to be justified. I hope you were able to participate at some level. The time capsule will tell the story to a younger generation with many of them remembering at least something about this past year. The final report is on file in my office.


It is once again for my “yearly” report to the state, town board members and residents. My monthly reports are at the town hall and are available to anyone wishing to see them. The yearly report is mandated by the state and I have given the town and village boards a copy of that also. Most of what is in the yearly report can be found in my weekly columns. 


The report contains Bicentennial events, workshop and grant information; future grant information; yearly volunteer hours; Imaging and Scanning project; Association of Public Historians’ “Award of Merit”, appointment to the Regional Advisory District 5 Committee for the NYS Archives; accessions for the year; a report on the “Northern Oswego County” and “Sandy Pond Memories” book; etc.

January 17, 1929-Sandy Creek and Lacona have organized two bowling teams: the Lacona team to be known as Parker’s Pets and the Sandy Creek team, Tifft’s Toughs. R. V. Hunter, William Hinds, H. D. Nutting, Floyd Blount and W. Parker make up the Lacona team with John Wilder, Joe Shampine, H. B. Hadley, Charles Snyder and H. V. Tiff on the Sandy Creek team.
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